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Chap. IX. Change of Vizirs. — Ordef 
' Hf B6/tnefs,— Policy of Turkijb AS*. 
nijifirs 128 
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ERRATA. 

Notes, Pa^ e 54. Infiead of in the Turkifli court! 
by Hani t a, — read^ in the TurkiOi courts^ written 
by Hafne. 

Xitie 5. p. 62. Injlead of he therefore very artfully 

• ftramed it after the prototypes of -truth, — read^ 
he therefore very artfully took for its prototype, 
truth itlblf— the Mofaic andChrilJian revelations. 

Xope 2. p. 64. Infeadof the vifiting of the Moth, 

^ read^ the vifiting of the morn. 

JPage*JOJ. Note to.be added^The BoJ?a?igi Pa/ha 
always fleers the Sultan's boat $ be is the chief 
of the BoftangeeSf or gardeners, who, on occa- 
fmtkf form a confiderable military cprps* Tht 
ISeiihar Aga is the Sultana's fword-bearer, and 

4, con^antly attends him. 

?age 113. in the laft line, for Mehemet Ragib 

• r^adi Ragib Mehemet Paflia. 
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OBSERVATIONS, ^c. 

CHAP. 1. 

"j^h DiJicuUj cf obtaining information in 
2i^r*y. — Ckaraffer of the Turks. . 

WRITERS who never ftirred 
out of their own * country, 
and travellers who have run 
•f-over immenfe regions with hafty and 
ttanfitory pace, have given us long ao- 

i 

* Thevenoty librarian to the French kiog» 
was never out of Europe. (SeitieUi Qiw*^ri» a 

Neapolitan gentleman, who, for many years,- 
never quitted bis chamber, during a long in^ 
difpoiition, amuled himfelf with writing a voy-» 
age round the world ; giving Characters of noen, 
and defcriptions of counciies, as if he had ac« 
tuaUy niited them. 

f Tourneforty Paul Lucas^ Pocock, Sec. 

B counts 



Digitized by Google 



i 2 1 



4Boiiiits of varieus countries and pep^ 
pie ^ evidently colleded from the idle 
report and abfurd tradition of the ig- 
norant vulgar, from, whom only they 
can lia'tre recelvcfd thbfe telatiofts, Which 
we fee heaped together with ib undif- 
cerning a crMulity* 

The Turks have abundantly fhared 
:tbis treatment : without taking notice 
jiherefore of what even thp moil: cor^ 
je& writer^tf may have faid,^ I fhali throw 
out, 6) far as reached my own know- 
Jedge, fome £hort obfervations and ge* 
neral ftri^ures on the religion, law^ 
go^rnment, and inaiuieris of that peo- 
ple* If vilalL I advance has no other 
merit, it will at lenQ^ have that of be- 
injg ftridly tnae. 

It is extremely difficult to come ac 
information in Turky enquiries give 

dif. 
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^difguft. The Mahomedan law is fo 
£tri£k and paiitive^ that it confines, and j 
)>inds th/^ uoderftandiag Qf m fedfU*k$ i 
yrithin the (larrow limits of wh»t th« i 
JCoran teaches ; and render3 them in- j 
qonverfible with the reft of mankind j I 
cfpecially on jhe fubjed^ of religion, o|* 
of their own cuftoms. Strangers who | 
^do not, and cannot perfeiStly vinder- I 
ftand the language, muft coaverfe by 
interpreters j biit thefe dare not enter 
into eiiquires they think will giv^ xhif I 
leaft offence : on theie fubjedts there^ . 
fore, they never do^ nor will interpret j 
if put to it, evafiou is their refuge, ! 
and both the queftion they mak?, a^d 
anfwer they return yoti> will bp merely 
cheir own^ 

I 

• It may tlien be afked, how are w^j j 
.to be infoiined in Turky ? I muft an- 
jTwer, very imperfeftly, A Ipng and 

B 2 Gonti- 
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continued prafticC in that conntfyv 
many connexions and dependencies 
amongfl: different ranks of people, may, 
by mere chance, lead us to fome truth ^ 
but certain it is^ that have hitherto 
very impcrfed accounts of their reli* 
gionorof their manners* 

c 

' To trace corre&ly the mere outline 
of any national charader, is, I am 
fenfible, a difficult taflc 5 of the Turks 
It is peculiarly fo : I fliall neverthekft 
make the attempt. 

The Turks are in general a fagaci- 
OUS, thinking people ; in the purfuit of 
their own intereft, or fortune, their 
attention is fixt on one objed, and 
they perfevere with great fteadinefs un- 
til they attain their purpofe. They 
are in common life feemiugly obliging 
and humane, not without appearances 

of 
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af gratitiide : perhaps all or either q£ 
theiC) when extended towards Chrifti^^ 
ans, are pradifed with a view of fome 
advantage. Intereft is their fupremc 
good ; where that becomes an objed. 
of competition, all attachment of friend^ 
ihip, all ties of confanguinity are dif: ^ 
folved; they become defperate, no 
barrier can flop their purfuit, or abate 
their rancour towards their competi- 
tors. In their demeanor they are ra« 
(htr hypochondriac^ grave, fedate, 
and paflive; bu-t when agitated by 
paflion, furious, raging, ungovern- 
able ; big with difTinuilation ; jealous, 
fuipidous tuxd yindi^ive beyond 

* The Zongnas, famous JtyfS, reading ^% 
jConftantinopIe, are purveyors to the whole 

body of janiflaries throughout the empire^ 
receive all tb^ir monies, fupply them with all 
^eceflarieg,' advance cafli to their {a) j/gas^ to aljl 
f\iLeiv officers, and even to the common men. 

(«) Genuals— or commaqdMUt. 

^ 3 cm- 
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£<mceptiOB ; perpj^tuadng revenge ftom 
jgeneradon to generation. In matters 

The father .pf the prefent Zonaoa bad die 
iame employment; he lived to a very ad<^ 
tanced age, in high reputa^on, and had ac-* « 
quired great weight and inftuence with that 
turbulent, fomiidabie corps. Tiriacki Meher 
met Pafcha, who, in 1746, had the ieal$ 
e93tiferred on him as Vizir, railed himfelf fron^ 
t low beginning : two and twenty years be- 
. fore he attained his dignity, he was ah ordi* 
* ivary Kafti, er Icribe, to that militia ; at ^hicfa 
time, on fome difpute of intcreft with Zonana, 
he declared, with violent afi'everation, that if 
he eyerhaid it in his* power, 2onana's fliould 
it the Jirft liead he wouM ftrifce ofF : in eib^ 
he had been but a few days Vizir, before he 
executed his purpole ; time could not mitigate 
kfs revenge ; he tooik the old man's head off 
even at the rifk of his own fecurity ; for fb 
jgreat was the affedion the Janiffaries bore 
Zonana» it was thought this ad of violence 
Alight caule a rebellion. 

Turks have been known to come from the 
frontiers of Perfia. into Afia minor, and 
Thrace, to revenge the death of a grancf* 
%'ther, uncle, or coufin, many years after the 
offence has been committed ; it is ufual for the- 
parent to remind 'bis €bild| .(be uncle his ne* 

of 
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cf religion^ tenacious^ fupercilious^ j 
and morofe. 



phew, of any injury their family or relations 
havf Aiffbred, and excke tliem coutijiuaUy 
revenge. I wUh it werf not tpxe, that in ma* 
ny of the Greek illands, among tfao(e*who call 
themfelvqs Chriftians, the iTame praftice was not 
iprevalcnt. ^ * 

The e^riftfafi JDruffrnt^^ or jbiifeerore^ni^ are 
iiQCommonly generous to the meaneft, the ipoit 
indigent Turk, treating them with deferencfe 
poUteoe& i wbc» Jthe iKAfoa \^ Aik?^ I^figr 
ieU yQUi they haye ieei> fb Vf!i^yy frp.m thp yer^ / 

loweft, rife to the highcft Nations, that it is, 
neceifary to guard againi}: their revepge^ \ti\ 
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C H A P. ir. 

Of the Mahomedan religion — and the pil^ 

grim^e to Mecca* 

AMONG the many Angular and 
whimfical conceits of a * modem 
ivriter, we meet with pertinent remarks 
and ihrewd obfervations, not always in*- 
deed merely his own ^ he tells us, that 
to judge properly of a religion, we 
«^ muft not take it from the books of 
thofc who profefs it j we muft fee 
how it is pra£tifed in a cou|itry 
where it is eftablifhed, to know what 
it is 5 we lhall there find it a very 
^' different thing : each has its tradi- 
" tions, peculiar interpretations, cuf- 
loms, prejudices ^ thefe make the 
^\ very effence of their faith, and thefe 

* J. J. RoulTeauj Eoit liy. ir* 

muft 
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^ inuft Be combined with what their 
books profefs, before we can be able 
** to judge of it.** 

. To afcertam, « thei*efore, the true 
ipirit of Mahomedanirm,^ we mufl: ap** 
peal to aa impartial obiervation, of the 
teal inifluence it has oa the pradice of 
its followers, 

' The Mahortiedan belidF at firft iight 
•appears extremely Iimple : what they 
firft require from a profelyte to their 
religion, is folely the repetition of a 
Ifaort creed: Jllah il Jllah^ Mubatned 
refoul jUlab \ that is, There is but 
one God, and Mahomet is his pro- 
phet/* He is then confirmed by 
Jlblution and a fhort prayer, and thus 
received into the number of true be- 
lievers. CircDmciTion generally fol- 
lows, 
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maojr might t>e led to thinlc, tlm k i$ 

a religion by no me.ans clafliipg vio# 
I Icntly with reafon ; the great bafis on 
vhichit is fouadeiij b^ing i;he ^nity 
of tlic Deity. : 

But this plaufibte initiatioa is only 
a firft ftep, from whence . the Qom&t 
muft plunge into the belief of all the 
abfiaidiues of the Kfir^h every ar£icle 
I of which he njuft receive a$ jreyjelatioj^ 
from God, written in heav^u, and fenf 
down by the Almighty in mercy to hjs 
4choien people ; he nm& %ntfy i^evi: 
that repeating this iseveiation fo Hwny 
times a year, obferving rigorojafly the 

iaft of Ramazan^ plerfo.rming ablu* 
tionsKon different parts cf the body, 

* A Rets Effkndijf or fecretai^ of ftate, r^- 
' puted of great ability and learning, lent for a 

.chriftian Drugomau, or interpreter, on v^ry Uf- 

care» 
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tarefuOy extending them to certain ex*- 
9lSt ifiaces and critical proponioiis | 
goiRg tiie pilgrimage to Mecca ; dhnk^ 
ing a potioa of water, in wfaicii their 

prophets old rgbe^has been dipt ; re- 
peating fome, or the whole, of the 
ninety-nine names of the diiierent at- 
tributes of the Deity, on a ilring of 
ninety-nine beads ; are all devotional 
duties, Jfo effentially neceflary to a true 
believer, that without them the ptireH: 
^eart and the fincerell faith are infuf- 
3cient to r^commeijd him to divine fg- 

]gent bttfinefs; ^he intended, and fowd theie- 
Cfetttry deqpfy engaged in difpute with bis 
fon-in-law on the important qudlion, to what 
exa£l height their bands or arms, feet or legs^ 
4boukl:fae wafhed^ tojiiender iChonfelnres truly mc- 
Citable to God ? 

f The •Gcatid Signor Js guardian of this 

robe, he himfelf diftributes the water annu- 
ally after the Beiranif in fmail phials to aH bis 

C0uriiecS|i and thgr to .their fpUpw^ra ^n4 

pientjs. ■ ■ 
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) vooT ; thefe pradices he likewile holds 

; (o be the efiicacious and the indifpen* 

j fible .mean$» by which to atone for all 

1 his crimes and immoralities. 



i Such, abfiirdities might be looked 
1 on, as inventions contrived by Maho- 
met, merely to amufe add catch his 
. ignorant and iimple followers. They 
would indeed be of little confequence 
^ to the moral order of the world, if the 
; conclufions drawn from them by the 
Turks, were not, in the higheft de^- 
gree, injurious to the reft of mankind : 
/ ibr, hence they deduce, that all who 
/ are not of their belief, and embrace 
not the dodjtrioes of their prophet, are 
^ objeds of Divine vengeance and ab« 
horrence; confequently, of their de- 
teftation, on whom they are to excr- 
. cife violence, fraud, and rapine. 

* Koran, Safe's Edit^ chap. iii. p. 50. ch^p, 
V. p. is* 

Ths 
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' The* force and efficacy of this pfm- 
4^iple operates fo effe&ually, that Ma- 
homedans are ever ready. to demoiv 
Urate their zeal by i^urning on the 
perfons, ravifhing the property, and 
even deftrpying the very exiftence of 
tho£^ who profefs a different religion 
Alk them^ kt them be candid and 
ipeak plain, they will frankly confels, 
lhat fuch is their duty, fo they are 
commanded, and that they are con» 
vinced it is moft meritorious in the 
fight of God and his prophet. 

« 

Their fuperior thirft for gold is the 
JJOtent prefervative of thofe Chriftians 
-and Jews who live amongft them^ 
Thefe are an inexhauftible treafiire to 
government ; a fource conftantly flow- 
ing to fupply the wants of multitudes, 
-even of the powerful and the ambiti- 
ous : hence therefore, religious tyranny 
J and 
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\ Mtd the inveterate prejudice of enthiH 
/ fiaim^ are in fome fort fubdued and 
vanquiihid^ 

■ * 

« 

» . .. 

The firft effort of Mahomedan edu^ 

^attorn is to foot deep in die mindi^ of 
their children, a high contempt of all 
other religions i from babes they are 
carefully taught to diftinguifli diem by 
the opprobrious name of Giaur^ or In- 
. lideL 

€ # 

The habU becomes fo forcible by 
the time they are men, that they can 

' «feAdt>ther term ^ they ibllow them 
with it in every ftreet, and will often 
affedt pulhing againft them with the 

I uunoft contempt. 

Men of dignity, or thofe of a rank 
above the populace, behave with feem^ 
iftg couitefy and complaiiance^ though 
; often 
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ftften i*iifh a fort of ftera fuperionty j 
but yott are icarce difmiiTedy iM>wev«f 
civilly, before they will honour you 
with the high title of DumuSy or hog, 1 
the animal they hold the moft, odious, 1 

deteftablc, and impure of the whole I 
creation. | 

- Take the moft naiferable Turk de» 

I 

pendant on a Cbriftian, one who iiv^ ; 
by him, would ftarve without himt ■ 
let the Chriftian require of him the : 
felute 6f peace, the 5«/flw ^M, or, \ 
Peace be with you," he would ibonet \ 
die than give it i he would think him- ; 
felf abominated by God, and that hi& I 
prophet Would look down on him with i- 
indignation as an infidel and apoftate \ 
it is referved Ipleiy for Muffulmen, 1 
true believers. The utnaoft they dare i 
fay, and many of them think it faying ■ 
too. much, is Chair olla, ^ Good be ! 
.witlfyou.'* ' . ' ) 

Thjey 
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Ti&j aye enjoined by their religioijh 
to extend it by making converts ^ and 
to pi^fs all thofe^ of * any other^ at leaft 
three times to enO^race it.. Some af- 
fed; a forcible and unbecoming zeal i 
jothcrs more moderate, content themT 
felves with a mere formal req[ui(ition ; 
but either of them will change their 
tone» according as they conceive the 
perfon they addrefs may be ufeful t» 
them or not. . , • . 

They cannot rejed the moll abjedt 
or * wicked mortal^ who offers to bcr 
come a true believer, though tliey 
know his crimes, and that he is wholly 
ignorant of what their belief confifts in\ 

m « 

f The real worth of pajhawlycks^ ot 
governments, are in proportion to th6 

A profeft and notoiious murderer^ igncK 
tant of their language. 

t Between Conftantinople andAngoura, in 

K • 

number 

0 

4 
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* 

ntimber of. the Chriftian inhabitants^ 
btcmk . the pafha^vs ma/ with them 
indulge all* their luft of power, their 
zeal J and avarice; tyrannize, barrtfs^ 
opprefs, and fuck* their very vitals i 
from them they fear no complaints. 

Afia Minor, above three or four luindied vil- 
lages have been, in a Ipace of years, abandoned 
fyjr tbeir Chriftian inhabitants. About Aleppo^ 
and other part$ of Syria, greater numbers, 
much later, have been deferted. Thefe mifer- 
able Cbriftiaos do uot quit the empire, hnt 
emigrate mto cities^ or whereveV elie they ima- 
gine themfelves lefs expofed to oppreflion and 
diftrefe. ' • ' 

* It is'but a'feiir years ago, that all the Gftefc 

inhabitants of the Morea joined m an Jrfi^ 
mahzar, or general reprefentation, againft their 
palhaw 3 the Qppreffion and extortions were 
enormous z . the- paihaw brought the Turkiflv 
^habitants for evidences in his favour ; and 
though he had ruined a multitude of Greeks, 
their q^pbunts : were not the , imfiiec^at^ j^vfy 
cf his removal* 

Hence it is, that the moft opulent Greeks 
feQureidieic property, and often their perfons, at> 

Yenice : numbers of tbem arcf. always cefideot 
there. 
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fiufi thejr cherilh and ip^e tM<^ 
^b<ar own rcdigion: and t^y» wliefl. 
anjr Chri&ian reprefentai^ns of a ^a- 
iha«r*s mifiionduA reach tiift PoKtp, atf 
iiire evid^ce ia his favoiu:» . . \ 

t , 

BwT fuch evidence, though it fervcs 
the turn, is believed by nolx)dy ; 
are evident and inoMiteftibk t xe&k at 
ConftantinoDle, obferve diQ continual 
fear Chrillians and Jews Im in ; the 
means they ufe to obtain protedion 
from the Turks Jn power; tbeenor* 
mcms yttlanies thejr feera imder the ne« 
cefiicy of perpetrating on each other^ 
as the price of that favours, the vjrpngs^ 
violences, and infults they are daily 
labouring un4er9 and obliged paffively 
to bear ; you wili dience Ibrm a erae 
idea of Mohamedaniim^ aqd a. juft 
ftftimate of the influence i|; Ip8 on die 
manners of its votaries. 

Digitized I 



mort ooergeUG) nor hoki ia greater 
mCpt& by MufTulnKStt^ than the piU 
gritnage to Mecca, A b^dgi^ or pil^ 
grim is ahrays feckontd fegeiitfrate % 
he who haS4i«e been thei«) lamei^^ he 
deplores his own iituation in li£?, which 
hx& not pentiiited him to perform this 
duty i and is anxious for the flate of 
irislbfii This pilgrimage indeed, 
the niain bafis of Mah6niedamfm ; k^t 
whoever perforins it raethodicaliy, md 
omits^ not any part, h confident he re- 
commends himfcif effeAually to the fa- 
TOM* <if God» diat he ii» abibiv^d iviilir 
sli&it ^ rendewd per^mMemty 4c« 
cepttli3i6 to him; 

• $iwe£^ theF^($re> ati exa<% ^cdunt 
a TTu^k performs at Mecca, muft 
give us as true an idea of the M«l<b- 
medan religion, as if we beheld their 

\ Q % pradtice; 
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|>r^ce ; this pilgrimage being their 
main route to lalvation ; I ihall exhi^- 
Jbit a fliort hiftory of it, extraded from 
the journal of a true Mufiulman, whd 
feems to have noted down every part as 
foon as he had performed it» 

* After the month of their faft, of 
^-the Ramazan^ the caravan of Damai^ 
^ cus, compoied of the pilgrims from 
^ Europe and Aiia Minor, the Arabi<- 

* an, and the principal one from Cai- 
^ ro, fet out for Meeca. They all have 
^ their ftated time of departure, and 
^ their regular ibges. That &om Cairo 
^ begins the journey thirty days after 

* Ramazan ^ and the condudors fo rc- 

* gulate e^Lch day's march, that they 
arrive in forty days ; that is, juft be- 

^ fore the Cor bath or great Biiram of 
^ facrifice# 

• * 

. . • FjVJB 
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« FiV£ or fix days before that fc&i^ 
val» the three caravans^ confiftiiig of 
about 200,000 meiH 3oo,o0(^ 
beafts of burthen, unite and encamp 
at iome miles front Mecca«^ 

« 

^ The pilgrims form themfcivcs iiito 
fmall detachments, and enter the 
town to perform the ceremonies pre- 
paratory to that great one of facri- 
fice. They are led dirough a ftreet 
of continual afcent, vmtil they arrive 
at a gate on an eininence, called the 
Gate of Health ; from thence they 
fee the great mofche, which cnclofes 
the faoufe of Abraham ; they falute 
it with the profoundeft devotion, 
repeating twice^ Salm Akk Irufout 
Alla\ that is, Peace be with the. 
^ Ambaffador of God." * Thence,' 
at fome diftance, they mpunt up five 
^eps, tQ a large platform faced with 
, . C 3 * ftone. 
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* ftone, vyl\er§ ?hey offer up their pray- 
' » ©rs. Theii th^y defceud on the <Mkcf 

« of it, idraeee tQwaoda two 
*■ (miUr vehe^i 9t tee diftaaoo from 

* each othgF, wtoj^h ihey p^s ^hro' witlf 

* great filence and devotion. This cere- 

* mony muft be pcrfoj-med fevea time*, 

* From hence, th^y praeeed to thei 
« great mQfcJiQ.w.luch eaiclftfes thq HqhIq 

* Qf Abraham ^oi^er i;he moiche, a»4 

* w^lk fevQa Utne$, litxlo 

* i"g> " This is the lioufe of God» 
** and of his fervmt Abrahun y tbea 

* kiffing with gi^ftt ^eycyepcci* * biack. 

* 

, * Tti8%ne,ottrMuflulTnan tells us, fell from 
hc9yec^ a^co^npwi^ft with. 9,yc^cfi», faying, 
** Wherever this ftont falls, th^rc: you muft 
** build the houfe of Godj and from that houfc 
•f he will hear tha players of fiftMfs,'' That 
on ks defcent it yu^ b$ wbilo w ifiow, ^nd is 
become black from the touch of fuch a number 
of fioful lip^i fer* tht pilg4m§ ari^ obliged to 
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* flatae, raid to be defcendcd white 
^ ten heaven, they go to the famous 
« mil caUcd t and plunge 
' lAto k with all their cloaths, conciau- 

* ally repeating To^ Mla^ roia AOu, 
« PorgiViBhefs God, Forgivenefs God.'* 

9 

* 

* They then drinks draught of that 

* fetid tUrhid water, and depart. 

* Thj duty of bathing and drihkiiig 
\ they are obliged to pafs through ontfc j 

* but thofe who will gain pgradife be- 

* fore the others, muft perform it onCe 

* a *day, during the ftay of the caravan. 

* " ^ 

^. At &ffieen toiles irom the to^n of 

* Mccca> there is . a hill, or fmaU 

* mountain, called Ghiabal Arafata^ ©r, 

Ufi it^ otherwift they cannot be cleaned of their 

* t This well the angel fhewed Agar when 
ihe was diftrefled in the defert, and found rib 
water for h»t fm Iflmael % it it galled by the 
Arabs, Zm^Zim. 

C 4 « The 
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^ Tlie Mount of Forgivihcfsi*' it i» 
^ about two miles in circumfereoiBe^' 
\ a tnoft delicious fpot^ on it Adan^ 

* and Eve met, after the Lordy for 

* their tr^nfgreffiori^had fepvated them 

* forty years ; here they cohabited^* 

* and lived in excefs of happinefs^ 
^ having built a boufe on this mount» 

* called Beilb Jdam^ L €. Adam's* 
^ Houfe. The night before, or the eye 
^ of the day of facrifice, the three ca*. 

* ravans, each ranged in a triangular, 

* form> circumviron this mountain 

* during this whole night the people^ 
' rejoice, clamour, and riot, fire catinon, 

' mulkets, piitols, and fire-works, with 
^«the continued noile of drums and 

* < trumpets. On the day, a profound 

* iiknce fucceeds, they flay their iheep, 

^ offer up their facrifke on the mounh - 
[ tain, with all . the demonltrations of 
the moft profQUfld ckvocioa. 

« On 
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^ On a &M^en a fch?ik, prclatttCMie, 

* riilhes ;fr9ni .^mkiA; .them, mojijsicd 
*. on his camel, . he afQ?A<is fiv^ Jlepv 

* rendered pra£licable for that purpofe, 
' and in a fct -fcjrmon preaches to tho 

* people/ - : : t J . :/i . : * •> 

*, " • • » » 

/ . . *• » * « , - 

" Return praife and thanks for the 
infinitc^and immenfe benefits giv^n 

' .... . * o 

« by , God to MaiuMactans, through 

V the inediati^)!! of his moit beloyed 

V friend and prophet Mahomet i . for 
that. he has delivered daem from §he 
flavery and bondage of fin and i4o^ 

" latry in which t|iey were plungpd^ 

■ r 

has^iyen them the koule of 4tbra» 
ham, from whence they caa ^bc 
heardj and their petitions grani^d^ 
Alfo the Mountainr of Forgivenefv 
" by means of which they can ijn^ 
plore him, and ^^tain- pardon 

V remiffion of all their fins* - 

... ' "Fob: 
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. <9 Fon that the hUeSkd^ pious, atid 
^ meroilul God^ giv%r of all good 
V gifts, commanded his fecretary Abra- 
<^ hflfxi to build himfelf a houfe at 
Mecca, whfiiQtl his dc^ndmts 
might pray to him, the Ahalgh^, 
and their deiires be fulfilled. 

On this command, ati the moun- 
«< tains in the world ran, as it were, 
^ each ambitiotis to ftiSft^ the fecretary 

of the Lord,* and to fumiih a itone 
*^ towards ercding the holy houfe 5 

all except this poor little mountain, » 
^ which, through mere indigence, 

cotild not contribute a ftone, it con* 
^ tinued therefore thirty years griev- 
^ oufly afflidcd j at length, the eter- 
^ nal God obferved its anguifh, and 
" moved with pity tt its long fuflffcr- 
* ing, broke forth, faying, I can for- 

bear no longer, my child, your bit-r 

c< ler 
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•« ter lamentations have reached my 
cars, and I now declare, that alt 
thofe who henceforth come to viiit 
*' the houfe of my friend Abraham, 
V fliall not be abfolved of their fins, 
<* if th^ do not firft reverence you^ 
luid c^braiie on you the holy facri« 
^ fice, . which I haire ccMomanded to 
<« loy people through the iiio\ith of vrsf 
^ HEDphet Mahomet.— pLovc God-1^ 
« pray— give ahns.' W After this fcr- 
^ M)» the peof^B &hite the fflountaiiv 
f aodi dep^' . . . > 

y < A 

Indbpzvdent of any argument toi 
be deduced from this account of the 
^i%rimage to Mecca j the ineftimable" 
value and fovereign importance of it* 
in the conception of the people, an4 
cres in the eye of gova-nment, woul^^ 
have appeared evident to any ohe pr^- 
<ent at Conflantinople, whenafingular 

^ acci- 
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accident happened to the cararao^ fe^ 

turning fn>mAfecca toDamaicus in the 
ye^r 1757. . ■ .■ , • 

, The pafcha of Damafcus, is gene- 
^Uy the condudor of the caravan^ or 
Emr Hodge : Ezade Pafchaw had en- 
joyed that pofl: many years i he had 
fover.eign credit amongft the Arabs, 
had married into one of their chief 
tribcst his po£felIions in the neigh-' 
iipujjiood of Damafcus werp incc-edibly 
extenfive^ and his generoiity equalled 
them > the kiflar-aga, who was in power 
the year before, and governed in the 
/etaglio, bUnded by venality, and not 
forefeeing confequences^ removed 
zade Pafchaw to thepafchalyck o£ Alep 
po, and named to that of Damafcus 
an obfcure man, on whom he had juft 
conferred the three tail^ ; he became 
of courfe Emir Hadge, or conductor 

1 • to 

« 
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to the caravan ; his Succeeding Eeade 
Fafchaw vm crime fui&cient in the eyes 
of the principal Arabian tribes, but. 
his refufing them a fmall tribute, the 
payment of which had /been fufpended 
by * Ezade Pafchaw's credit, rendered 
then) furious and implacable; they 
aflfembied to the. number of 40,000, 
attacked the caravan,, beat the pafchaw 
of Sidon, who watted on the road to 
fupply it with provilion, ilaughtered 
Clambers of .the 100,000 pilgrims 
which compofed it, and plundered all 
their effeds. • - ! : 

• Some time after, the Porte, determined to 
remove Ezade Pafchaw from. Aleppo to Urfa j^ 
but he was to beloved by the people af Aleppo,! 
that they refufed admittance to the new pafchaw, 
and flood on the defenfive. — The Porte paf- 
iivefy iftifbinuted for the preient, but bowever 
engaged Ezade Pafchaw next year -to accept 
the government of Urfa ; he was not long 
there before the vizir Ragib Pafchaw, by ftrata- 
gear, had htm feized, and made him atone for 
what they called his difob^dience with his bead. 

Nevsa 
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' NfiV£& was conllenuckm greater^ 
among all ranks of people, than oA 
this event ; when the fugitive foldiers 
who guarded the caravan, returned t» 
Damafcus, they fell a facri&ce to the 
* citizens fury, as betrayers df the faith) 
It Conftantinople they looked Oft 
their religion as loft, and the gates of 
fiilTation flMit up. The dcpfeffion iras 
inconceivably great, and it was uni^ 
verial} grief and defpair wafi^ vettled 
OBly m fuUen murmurs, no one dared 
to f|ieak out} die fiittsm 'wasOiO'Jkfi 
Unfortunate: he was fcarce liife oft fait 
throne. The argument in hi& £iiyour, 
was, that this mifchief happened m 
the time * of fultan Ofman his predcr 

i 

. ^ On (bltah Muftapha's acce(Son» the kizlsur^ 
aga, who, in fultan Ofman*s reign, had re- 
loaved J&zade Faicbaw from Daaialcus, was^ 
ftir various miiclemeaiiaitrst, twuflied by the id<f 
2ir to Rhodes ; but on diiboveriog that his ve- . 
nalUy aiiii corruption hadpuncipidly occafioDed 

cellbr ; 
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igeiiQf: iri^cu|lsdj;he pfkce^ but did 
not abatie thg ^nguifli^ or tranquillize 
]^nwr^d o£ hiB fubjed:s» 

Him&l^ 4M>t k& agitated) conferred 
QOntinu^bllf wici) the vizir ^ every prp^ 
cautiQn was t^eii to fccure quiet ii) 
c^t^ 1^ bi|C vrh^t A^ade hi^ con- 
cern the gm^fnuk waa tiup loirof *roin« 
£icrcd cd^ks of tbe j^rophet ^ by 

of thefd on the propyl's bk|b^ 
day^ he propofed to augment tU^ 
devotioii, 'oqi^ hfi^g^ten the fokni*^ 
mty wit&whicb* t^a(, £^val is celf^ 

ibis deplorable event ; the miniftry, glad ta\ 
es^cttlpate themfelyes and' appeafe the people, 
by fixing the odium on fuch an objeft, fent for 
his heady which was placed between the Se> 
ragUo gfate$,* with a large label on it, expreff- 

kkgf That ht was a traitor to th fmtby and tht 
cuufe of tbat /aeriUgim. aii^ck of ibt Arabs on 
tin MeQca i^ravtm^ 

• •• 

♦ 

This 
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• Tpis pilgrimage, of fuch fpirituatf 
importance, has been the caufe of all 
the wars between the Perlians and the 
Ottomans ; for the latter, who are fol* 
lowers of Omdr, think the Perfians^ 
or the fe6t of Aly, unworthy of faiva- 
tion, aod no poffible objeds of divine 
favour : they would not therefore, were 
it in their power to prevent it, permit 
ttiem to enter Mecca, and defile that 
lacrcd way, deftined for, and left open 
to, the truly orthodox only j but the fe<5t 
of Aly will not tamely fuffer the road 
of Paradife to be thus barfed againft 
them. No earthly claim could- excite 
luch .cruel vengeance, or caufe fuch 
horrible effufions of blood, as this dif-. 
pute has occafioned amon^ft the dif^ 
ferent feds of Mahomedans. ] 

4 1 

Hence it is, that the Pcrfians ia ail; 
their negociations of. jpeace with the 

Otto- 
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Ottoman Porte, infift on a full and 
entire liberty for jhe followers of Aly 
to go unmolefted on .the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. This important ftipulation 
makes up almoft the whole of the treaty 
of 1746 *. 

» 

* The emperor of Morocco^ ivtth whom the 
Grand Seignor has fcarce a connexion, and who 

is almofl: unknown at Conftanlinople, feat very 
lately two ambaffadors, with prefents of great 
value, merely and folely to fecure this piigri^^ 
fiaage to his fubjefta. 
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CHAP. IIL 
Of SeOs, 

9 

WHILST there are men, there 
will be a diverfity of opinions 
and fentiments, efpecially concerning 
matters of faith. 

The herd of mankind are, indeed, 
fkmiliarized with any religion ; the 
nurfe throws in the firit ideas, the pa« 
rent or prieft confirms, education ri- 
vets it immoveably, it grows with theii'. 
growth, and becomes inalienable from 
the man. 

But this remark, though generally 
true, is not univerfally fo ; many muft 
and will think for themfelves : and of 
this number, fome prompted by en- 
thufiafm and intemperate zeal, others 
by vanity and a falfe an;ibition, will b^ 

led 
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led to promulge their heterodox con- 
ceptions, either on a prcfumptlon of 
truth, or the affectation of iingularity, 
and of differing in opinion from tbt 
reitpf mankinds 

It is abfurd for laws to pre tend to 
bridle thought^ or to infliiSb pains and 
penalties on the underftanding ^ the 
more opinions are retrained, the more 
men become obftinate, tenacious? 
and determined j contrail a deljperate 
^ contempt of ^all laws and government, 
and fet them at defiance. 

We ought therefore by no means to 
he furprifed, when we find a rariety 
of fe(5ts amqng Mahometans : no reli- 
gions from the beginning of the. world 
have been exempt from them. Let them 
^ifi^ provided i;he mor^l order of fp^ 
eiety is nat difturbed 5 enthufiafm will 

D 2 fome- 
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fometimcs rage with greater zeal than wife 
men would wilh, but generally it flames^ 
and at laft extinguiihes like an i^nis fa^ 
tuus. Thus, indeed, the Turks feem 
to think ; executions, tortures, pains, 
and penalties inflided on account of 
religion, are never heard of among 
them. 

If the rituals of the eitabliihed re- 
ligion are performed, and a conveni- 
ent conformity obferved, they enquire 
no farther about it. 

* Religious difputes are unknown 
amongft the Turks. They have not 

* Mr. Reland, in the preface to his Religi 
MaB^mit^ encourages the ftudy of the Arabian 

language as a means of converting the Malio- 
metans to the Chriftian religion ; by enabling 
us to demonftrate to them the falfliood and 
impofturc of their own : he acknowledges, that 
content with their Koran^ they entrench them- 

felves fecure from aU afliiults of arguments, on 

the 
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the art of printing; and I am apt to 
think, the difficulty of tranfcribing 

the implicit belief of its do£lrines, and w.ill not 
difpute. Thaty neverthelefs^ they formerly 
difputed concerning religion, though in his 
own time they could not. He fupporta his opi- 
nion by quotations from SoUerus, who tells us, 
that Raimond LuUy had publickly difputed with 
Turks in Africa ; and from Maracci, who re- 
lates, that many miflionaries of the church of 
Rome had done it with fuccefs : and what is 
more, * Guadagnola informs us» that a Ro- 
manift having written a book called Speculum 
<vtrum ofiendens, or. The Mirror of Chriftianity ; 
Akmed ben Zin Ulabadn anfWered him, un« 

der the title of The Polijhtr of the Mirror^ &c. 
and that Abbe Renaudot, in his Hiftory of the 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, has coUefled from 
feveral libraries manufcripts of difputations, 
Jews with Turks, Monks with Jews ; the Me- 
tropolite of Niiibis in Diarbekir with Abuika* 
cem ; and, firange to relate, Abalcoza, or Abu* 
caza's Apologetical Conference in favour of the 
Chriftian religion, before the calif Almamon, 
by Ebnafal, &c. 

I ihall only oblerve, that the Turks are in- 
variable in their manners and cuftoms ; whence 
in general I muft conclude, that their conduct 

* Profeflbr of the Aribtan language at Rome in the Isft' 
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numerous volumes, and the apprehen* 

fion of being betrayed by the tranfcri* 

In religious matters remafiis on the itlviolabb 

plan of their anceftors. They are bred to art 
implicit faith in their JCoran, fo that a very 
doubt of its veracity is criil^inal 1 this Beland 
confeffes : but he furely forgot that Raimond 
iiUUy's firft fermon brought on him martyrdom, 
at the age of eightyi in P/Iauritania. The fate 
of St« Sti^phen prevented him from preaching a ' 

fccond tiiDc. 

He has like wife forgot that theRomiili mif-^ 
iionarie^ from tlie begjnning^ and to this day# 
have dealt merely in itnpofition and pious fraud : 
that in the accouhts they fend to the Propaganda 
at Rome, they conftantly magniiy their own me-* 
rit and fucoefs* hoping, by that means, to i^onti^ 

r.ue in the liberty they enjoy during their mif- 
fion s or if that cannot be ^fteded, to obtaia 
higher eftimatioH and fuperior employment in 
their convents at home, (b at to render that fla-* 
very tolerable, which they generally repent of 
baving fubmitted to, and which theyafcribe ei- 
ther to their own cbildifii inexperience and foU/t 
or to forcible means employed by their parents 
defirous of eafmg an orerburthened family ; or 
elfe to the intrigue and cajoUery of ibme cunning * 
monk. All this i$ evident to any ui^prejudiced 
man who has converfed with them in Turkey. 
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' bfers/ may be a principal caufe that 
the rei^ries of particulars have not 
been diffufed amongft numbers* 

Whatever cnthufiailic refinements^ 
or religious Whimfies, therefore, feizc 
a Ttirk^ they centre in himfelf, and 
fenre at moft as mere confidential en<» 
tertainment to a few friends. 

Were the apologies Reland mentions^ ever 
publifhed or promulged to Mahometans f DidI 

not the author of the Mirror transform hunfelf 
into the F^iijbigr f I dare affirm, if they were 
not the work of the fame hand, they were of 
the fame ; and that thefc Conferences were ae 
tmkhown among Mahometans^ as the authors of 
thedi are at preient to os : and as there is not 
a millionary, or Chriftian, who dares now 
write, or fpeak to a Turk about religion ; fo 
there hever was in thofe times of liill greater 
barbarifin^ any one who could 'have rentuttd 
to do either, without undergoing Lully's fate. 
Not a fiiigle inftance can be produced of the 
converiitHi of a Mahometan to any other reU* 
^ioHi iince thfe commencement of Hie He^a. 
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There is, however, one fed in 
Turkey, principally at Salonica, of a 
very particular kind : it . has fprung 
from one Sabati Sevi, a Jew of the 
Jaft century, who pretended to infpi- 
ration and the Mefliahfhip, and lias 
many followers. They profefs publickly 
the Mahometan religion, and retain 
privately the Jewilh rites, much on the 
principle of the Ebionites, among the 
firft Chriftians : they intermarry, inha- 
bit together in the fame part of the 
tawn, and never mix with Mahome- 
tans, except on bufmefs and commerce, 
or in the mofches : they never frequent 
a fynagogue, nor acknowledge their 
fchifm. It is difficult to conceive how 
they remain unnoticed by the Turks ; 
or rather, it fhev/s with how eafy a 
compofition the Turks are content in 
thefe matters. An outward profeflion of 
|;heir own religion compenfates for the 

priv4W 
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private exercife of the other ; though 
were thefe Jewifli Mahometans pub- 
iickly to profefs both, they would be 
inftantly made a publick example : 
death is the doom of ah apoilace, 

' ' Whatever other feds the Maho- 
metans may have among them, they 
differ merely in words and metaphy- 
(Ical jargon; and, by what can be dif- 

* 

covered, abound more among the 
ifiitesj or Perfians, than among the Su- 
nites^ or orthodox Turks, Poffibly, 
•the clear, light Perfian clime, Qr moft 
exalted Perfian language, is better 
adapted to produce tranfcendant flights 
of imagination, than the groffer Afia- 
tick, or Thracian clime j or than the 
mixed Turkilh dialedl:, compounded, 
perhaps, of the very dregs of the Per- 
fian and Arabian tongues* ^ 

It 
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It is impOiUbiei we aire told, to aU 
tain in any other language the im- 
menfe fublime of Perfian poetry ; and, 
indeed, as far as I could find, ainooft 
impoffibie for the htSt tranilator to con-> 
vert it even into common fenfe : it 
feems therefore no wonder, fince they 
abound with numberlei^ poets, raifed 
by the higheil vein of enthufiafm^ that 
the fame fpirit Ihould lead them into 
extravagant, enthufialtic, unconHned 
flights about religion and the rather, 
as they ibave not the heathen deities to 
play upon as the fubjed of their ibng. # 

• Bi^T what is certain, there are among 
the Turks many phllofophlcal minds. 
They have the whole fyftcms of Ariflx)* 
tciian and Epicurean philofophy trah£^ 
Jated into their own language y and as 
they find the latter, which they call 
jthe Democratical, cuts more effedually - 

at 
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at the root, and is more conformable 
to . their prcfent indolence, eafe, and 
fecurity, they generally adopt it ; fo 
that, perhaps, without their knowing 
it, they are at once perfeil atheifts 
and profeiled Mahometans* 

Superstition and its train are a 
true bafis for atheifm ; there is no me- 
dium ; from the one extreme the mind 
IS forcibly, tho* imperceptibly, driven 
, to the other : hence the Turks eafiiy 
plunge into it ; and hence amongil fome 
nations' profefling Chriftianity, Mate- 
rialifm is now, with certain ranks of 
|)eople, the prevailing do^trine^ 
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CHAP. IV^ 

Of Mabommedan cjburcb-governmentj 



CHURCH government in Turkey, 
notwithftanding the miflakes au- 
thors have committed on that fubjeft, 
feems not to be involved in much in- 
tricacy. At the inftitution of Mahom- 
medanifm, it appears, as if it had cen- 
tered in. the Afo///, and the order of 
Moulabs^ out of which he muft be 
chofen. It is diBicuit to fay what ihare 
they have in it at prefent ; they feem^ 
however, to be conlidcrcd by mofl as 
•ecclefiaftics, and the Mufti as their 
head ; although they are generally and 
really regarded by the Turks rather as 
chiefs of the law and expounders of it ; 
and this, indeed, is their vifible and 

moft known office : fo that whatever 

may 
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may have been the original mftitution 
pf the order of Moulabsj if they were 
at firft merely churchmen or divines, 
i*tRink they muft be con fide red as par- 
taking little of that charader at pre- 
fcnt, 

■ 

Those who really zdt as divines are 
the Imawnsj or parifli-priells, whq pofi- 
tively officiate in, and are fet afidc 
for, the mere fervice of the mofches, 
* Their Scheiks are the chiefs of their 
Dervifies^ or monks, and form religi- 
gious communities, or orders, efta- 
blifhed on folemn vows : they confe- 
crate themfelves merely to religious 

.* The Scheiks frcqirently preach with vlru- 
lence and invediive againft government ; thence, 
or from the refpeft tor religion,, real or afFeded, 
they are mightily careiled and reverenced by 
the greateft men in office : the vizirs have ge- 
nerally a favourite one about them, who often 
behaves with uncommon freedom and* imptt- 
dence. 
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. officer, domeftic devotion, and pub* 
lick prayer .and preaching: there are 
four of thefe orders, the Bektajhi^ Me^ 
vdev!^ Kadriy and Sejah who ai^ 
very numerous throughout the emptfc* 

* It may, perhaps, be proper to infert fome 

accouut uf thefe four orders of MahgjTxetaii 
monks. 

1. The Biktajhi were founded by one Hagi 
Bektafhj wlv^fir Tepulchre is now iB a village 

called Beficktafti, on the European fide of th^ 
£ofi>horus, near Galata; the Turks pay it 
great reiped and veoeration. 

Thefe monks, according to their iRftittt,t]on» 
may marry. They are chiefly met with in 
country towns or villages,, and are obliged to 
travel through the, empire ; they nfiuft give th^ 
G.a^ti and Ejma to all the MufTuhnea they meet, 
and to them only. The Ga'zel is an aiFe£ting 
tone of voice, which they apply in a fpecial 
ffenfe to the Divine love. The Efma Is the in- 
vocation of one of the names of Gcd, ot which 
the Turks have among them one thoufand and 
one. 

2. The Meuele^i take their name from their 
founder Mevelana. Thefe turn round in aSs 
of devotion with fiich velocity for two of^ tliree 
hrars facceflively, that not even a trace of t4)ei^ 

7 No 
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' No church-revenues, as far as I 
€auld leaniy are appropriated to the 

countenance 5s perceivable by a by ftander. 
Mufic is their delight, particularly a flute made of 
an Indian reed ; they Ihre hi tkeir momR^rf^ 
profe fs poverty and hunuHty, appear exceeding 
moded and kind ta Grangers, receive all thofc 
of any religion who come vi(k them^ and 
accept alms. They treat ftr^ngers of any na- 
tion with coffee ; and if a Muflalnian*s feet, 
or fandalsy fhould be dirty, they o^er imme- 
diately to wa(h them* Tb^ ksefe a aemrent in 
Pera. 

3, The KaJri .are a fingubr order, whofh 
Inftitute and devotion conftlts in macerating 
their bodies ; their looks are diilradled and irre- 
|;uUr ; they w.alk the ftreets almoft naked, rarely 
covering the thigh^s; they hold their hand$ 
joined together, as if at prayer, except when 
they dance, which religious exercife they will 
continue many hours» and fomettcnes the whole; 
day, repeating inceffantly with uncommon ve- 
hemence, Hu f Hu! Hu ! Hu ! one of tlieir 
naoies of the Deity, until at laft, as if they 
w^e in violent rage or phreniy, they fall to the 
{round foaming at the mouth, and bathed with 
fweat from every part of the body. This order 
was once aboli&edi but is iince revived. They 

parti- 
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particular life of the Moulabs: the 
Jimums ar^e. dieecdcfiaftics in.imihe^ 
diate pay* • 

have a co;:vent between Pera and St. Demetjy, 
and receive all thofe who go to fee them* 

4. The Sgj^ah are like the Indian Fakirs^ meer 
vagabonds ; they have monafteries ; but when 
once they are out of them» they feldom return. 
They obtain eafily a leave of abfence from their 
fuperior, on condition of fendinj^ a certain 
quantity of piovifions or money to the convent. 
They are, indeed, infoient fturdy beggars, who 
will not be refufed. When they enter a town or a 
village, either in the public praying or market* 
place ; they ftand up, and cry moft vehemently. 
Good God ! fend me a thoujand dollars 1 9r^ a tbQi^upd 
mtafuns of rice ! &c. The people then flock 
about them, giving alms ; and when they find 
they have exhaufted the charity of the place, 
they march on to another town, and repeat the' 
fame praflice, until they have colle61ed the fum 
impofed on them by the fuperior of their con- 
vent. 

In general, thefe itinerant nionks are a iet 

of determined villains and thieves, have influ- 
ence only on the low fuperftitious part of the 
vulgar, on which confideration chiefly, it ihould 
i^em, they are countenanced by the Turks of 

Mecca 
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Mecca and Medina abforb large 
fums. The repairing and beautifying 
their mofchees, fupplying their lampd 
with oil, and furnilhing numberlefs 
implements foi* their ufej paying many 
lay dependants who attend that fervice^ 
fupporting the MechlZy Medrejfes^ or 
publick fchools ; the Immareis^ or hot- 
pitals for the lick, incurable, or mad ; 
are the other means by which the re- 
mainder of that vaft and enormous in- 
come is expended. 

Most Writers on the Mahonjetah 
religion, extradting their knowledge 
from Arabian authors of the very 
early ages of the Hegira^ have, I 

fefliion, who, though they tldnk them no cf^ 
fential part of the Mahometan inftitute, ca- 
r^fs and encourage the fuperiors of thisorder^ 
or iuch amongft them wbofe pretenfioti to more 
eminent fandUty has gained an afcendence ovec 
the xninds of the cooimoa people* 

E think. 
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iJmik^ too poTitively-bdended »q4 fipn^ 
fpMo4ed it with their prefent law : 
|iot confidering the chsuijges which time 
produced in the Mahcmmedan fy^m f 
fas: the Kior/m contawipg political m&i- 

tvtes as weU a$ religious dQgni»»^ wa$ 
pjobably fw^cient to regulate the ci- 
vil affairs jof . Mahommnl's fiift fol- 
lowers, a fm Arabians^ m9 mtmkr 
able fior fibetr poverty apd the Xuppti- 
cijy of their .manners, as for wu- 
rage and enthufiafm ; and the imme- 
diate fucceiibrs of thele men, pofiefied 
wjith a rel^oua yeoeratioii £or this pro- 
^udion of their prophet^ cqntiaued to 
blend fc^ether in the feme perfon, the 
£un(^ionis of the prieft and that of the 
judge ; and thus perplexed for a time 
fc^igknia with csvU; riches. 
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his fdioweps became nu- 
merous, and their dominioj} w.as ipxcui 

over 
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ibutt, ttitnf opideAt md eaenfive 
•inqpi>fis, not ooly isdigious «ordem 
Sprung up, tx) eafe tte Hierafch of whait 
he tbougbt the druc^ery of his office j 
bx»t il&/kw<ligeftjBfs jarafe^ who now 
finding the do&riaes of £he£0M;iy i^uffi-* 
cient for the great end of government, 
vig. the pteferving 6f good order, and 
^ well-being of civil focicty, hacw 
oielHedicstidb&s wittout Appearing to 
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\o ^ienate tbe kitit piart taf tl»t implicit 
obediencej and profoctad vcncrariaa, 
the people piid tD it i ftxt uhdkr pre« 
C^oi df . formii^ cofsmientaijefi, as a 
fimpie imtaoi&m cif Jthe angel's or 
pfG^het'^ ideas,. lth<^* have providad 
codes of civil kw, equkl aiad dimiiar 
to the code, psuid^, or digeft ; as clessur 
and (iopious as iG^^r and Dm0* 

* 

* 
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Amu Hani^s h one of the &r3: 
and chief of thofe who have thus com- 

• r 

mented on the Koran : his books, and 
thofe of his diiciples^ .are the rale of 
law under the Turkiih government 
Europe and A^a* 

In this manner the original inftituteft^ 
were augmented, fb far as related to civil ^ 
and criminal cafes ; indeed it certainly 
muit have been necefTary to form new 
regulations, when conqueft, riches, 
and limiry, had introduced new crimes, 
and new fubje&s of contention* And 
thus^ it fhouldieem, the ecclefiaftical 
and the civil J&rft became, in fome 
meafure, diftinft and feparate depart- 
ments \ the Moulahs^ Mufti* &c. pre- 
fiding in the courts of juftice, and the 
Imaumi^&LC^ officiating in the mofchees^ 
though 'ftill the exad boundaries of 
each jurifdidlion are hardly to be defined. 
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The ingenious prefident Mbntef- 

quieu led by precarious authorities, 

has excluded all right to the poflef- 
fion of private property ; all right to 
iuccefllons ; all inheritances in families^ 
or to females and -wives ; and, indeed, 
all civil law from among the Turks. 
In fhort, he feems to think, that the 
Grand Seignor's defpotifm fwallows up 
the whole Qode of right in that eon- 
pire. 

When I fee the excellent reafoning, 
and the many judicious confequences 
deduced from fuch erroneous princi-' 
pies, by fo ^cute afid penetrating a 
genius 3 J cannot help thinking it ,a 
ferious inftancc;, how fubjedt: we are to 
€m)r, and how fallacious ,the moA plau- 
fible arguments may fometimes prove. 

*• L'Efprit des Lois, lib. v. cap, xiv. & xv. 
f L'Efprit dcsLois, lib. vi. c. t* 

E ^ W4Tar 
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Without appealing to faft, the 
fifigle chapter iaticled * Womm^ woul^ 
have ibewA him htaw fucceJQTtom 14 fa^ 
milies, and tp male, or female, or 
wives^ arc fixed and regulated by the 
prophet; and confequently, how far 
private property is fecured by law 
yond the reach, and out of the power^- 
of the fultan. 

m 

Th£ other part required but a fin- 
glc enquiry ; he might eafUy have ' 
h^xt informed by what method diey 
a£i:ualLy determine ca^ufes in their courts 
of juiUce> and wJbiat f booka they uHb 

* Chap. IV. in Salens Edition. 

j- Extras out of a La^-Book ujed in thi Turkiflj 

Sales are made when the one conftnts and the 
other accepts, explaitang himielf by the pre« 
terit of the Indicative Mood ; now when any 
one of the contrafting: parties confents to feli, 
or to buy, t|)e othei; ^aU he at libcity ta ac* 

8 i» 
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ia Turkey as authorities for thdr le-^ 
gal decilions: ht would have fbvMd 

ccpt, or not, as long as fhey rerrtdn itt tlttJ' 
place where the bargain is to be made. ' 

Btxt if die one£Oiiifents» suid the o&et <^ut 
from that place bef(M atceptSag, thef bujgafai 

is void. 

• The ^e is concluded when both pofidvely 
srgtte ; diven neith^ the one thib other <*an' 
be off, except fome fault or defefli fliould be* 
found in the thing fold^ or thaii the buyer bad 
iiDtfeenrxt. 

It IS not neceiTary. to know the quantity of 

goods expofed t6 fale, in order to bargain for 
the whole ; for though a price is fpecilied, the * 
iale is not valid until the quantity and qauli)^ 
sace known; 

Sales may be for ready money, or on cf^dit, 
fixing thetime of paymenr; and when the fpe* 
cies in which the goodsr afe to be paid fbr i$ 
not fpecified, it is to be underftood ihe moft 
current money of the coujitry ; but if there 
are different fpecies of curretit^rhDii^» the fald' * 
U not vaKd witlitnft fixing the pditidular 
Ipede. 

All eatables may be fold, and all forts of* 
grain by the efiabliihed mtafun^ or without it ; 

either by taking a vafe or tub of any kind, the 
eiiad* contents of which are unknown \ or by 

£ 4 feve- 
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fj^verali whkh ibrmaUy ftipulate, and 
fiy, the terms and legality of a pur- 

weight, taking a ftone for a weightji the real 
weight of which is i^nknown. 

Selling a quantity of any eatables at a drachm 
th^ Cafiz^ the fale Ihall be valid for one Cafiz^ 
according to the opinion of Abu Hanife : 
but when the feller declares how many Caf% 
there are, or may be, then according to his 
two difciples the whole is fold. 

lie that fells a i^ock of jfheep, at a drachm 
a fheep, the fale will not bold for the wbolQ 
ftock. 

In like manner for a piece pf ftuff, or fUk, 
at a drachm the eil, he muft mention the num^ 

ber of fheep or ells. . • . 

If a quantity of eatables of a hundred Cafisi 
are fold at a hundred drachms, and there are 
Ibund lefs ; the buyer will be at liberty to take 
them in paying only for what there is, or he 
may refiife the whole : but if there are more 
than an hundred ineafures, or Cajatj^ he mul^ 
Tcftore the furplus to the feller. 

But he th^t buys a piece of fluff, or filk> 
on the footing of ten ells at ten drachms, or, 
one hundred cubits of land at a hundred 
drachms ; if lefs is^found, he is at liberty to 
take them for the faid fum, or to leave them ; 
if there are more than what is agreed for, they . 

chafe* 
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chafe, whether of laods, houfes, corn» 
cattle^ or merchandize. From thefp 
it may be prefumed, he would have 

belong to him, and the feller has no right to 
the furplos.^But if the Teller declares that the 
land coxitains a bupdred cubits, and rhat the^ 
price is a hundred drachms, or a drachm the 
cubit ; in that cafe, if there are more or lefs, 
the buyer, is at liberty to take it at a drachm 
the cubit, or to leave }t. 

If a bale of filks or ftiifFs, faid to contain 
fifty pieces, is fold at fifty a (per*. Or at one 
afper the piece, and that there ihould bef 

found fewer pieces ; the buyer may take what 
the bale contains at an afper tlie piece, or he 
may refufe the whole ; but if there are more 
than fifty pieces, the bargain is void. 

When a houfe is fold, all the buildings be- 
longing to it are included in the bargain, tho' 
not exprefly mentioi\ed ; of on the fale of a 
piece of ground, the palm, or ether trcc^ 
ftanding in it fliall be included, though not 
mentioned ; but the herbs, or other greens« 
growing in it arc not comprehended. 

If the palm, or other trees are Md with 
the fruit on them, the fruit will belong to the 
feUer, unlefs they are fpecified in the bargain i 
but then the buyer can oblige him to gather 
jjie fruit immediately. 

acr 
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acquired a notion of Turkifli delpotifin 
very difTercBt from that which be has 
adopted* 

The Moulahs^ however^ whether 
conlidered as churchmen or lasers, 
enjoy great immunities, which defcend 
uninterruptedly to their families^ Their 
lives and eftatcs are generally fc- 
cure J their greateft punifhment in of- 
iiee, even for malveHation, is exile; 
and if they are not too obnoxious 
to gpvernment, they may fometimes 
compound for that by a pecuniary do- 
nation. All the profitable employ- 
ments of the law mt in their hands ; 
they are fent out as Mufi^Sy or 
judges, throughout the chief towns 
of the empire, whence they are pro- 

If fruit IS fold on the tree, whether it proves 
good or bad, the bargain is valid, and the 

bmyer muil gather tbm iiiunediately« 

moted 
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moted to the high office of Cadilef- 
quier, or chief juftice, either of Rome' 
lia^ or of Anatolia v that is, of Europe, 
or of Afia and at laft to that of ^eik 
^fimt W Mn^ti, at Cool^iintinople, 
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CHAP. V. 
Oj the Koran, 

I SHALL not pretend to enter into 
a minute analyiis of the feveral 
dodrines of the Koran^ but confine 
myfelf to fpine general obfcrvations. 

Mr. Sale lias givtn iis an elabo- 
rate detail of that book, in the preli- 
minary c^fcourfe to his e^ccellent tranr 
nation. I am, however, forry to fay^ 

that he frequently difcovers aa incli- 
. nation to apologize for it ; and rather 
4!ndeayours to reconcile and palliate the 
numerous abfurdities he meets with, 
than to expofe them in the light they 
deferve. One advantage, however, wc 
derive from this humour of his, we 
may be certain he has not added ao 
iabfurdity to thofe he found, nor given 

any 
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of them a more ridiculoiis dt^ 
chan they wear in the original* 

» 

Some heterodox manufaclurers of 
wit, defirous of appearing fingular, 
dia* at the expence of common fcnfe; 
if not Of common honefty, have not 
fcrupled to pix)fefs thcmfelves admir- 
ers of the Koran^ have extolled its 
doArines, and dared even to put them 
on a parallel with thofe eftabltihed by 
our facrcd writings. 

•r f 

MAHOMHt^ fu{)erior to his country- 
men in parts and fcience, refolved td 
be fupreme in command. To cf-^ 
fed this he had but one game to 
play, which was to impofe himielf 
on them as a prophet divinely in- 
^ired, and his book as an immedi- 
ate revelation from the Almighty. In 
this he could inculcate what dodrines» 
7 and 



Digitized by Google 



t ^ 1 

$Sid aiSgn himfeif what pre-eminence 
and authority he pleafcd : in iKort, hk 
book was of the utmoft confequehce 
to him* He thcreforcy veiy art&lUy, 
framed it afjter the pro£ot}^pes <cf truths 
the Mofaic and Chriftiaii rev^Utioiis i 
for in his travels to Egypt, as. well as 
at home among the Chriftiaas and Jews 
in Arabia^ fugitives on account pf it* 
Ugion, he muil: have ^bferved the force 
with which thefe geniiihc revelations 
iiad captivated the minds of m^n ; hs 
therefore, without impugning either, 
declares the latter; of them to be oply > 
a continuation ^of the fbrmeri and 
riiat his own is a cootinuatiort of both, 

and compleats (be whole difpenfadon 
of Divine Providence. This he has 
judicioufly feaibned witli what he knew 
would render it mo& acceptable to his 
countrymen, and appears moft predo- 
minant in himfelf^ the indulgeace of 

their 
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f h«k: )^ and rsfHse .» t^us w^Id, 
ao4 a fljoft feafujU pamdife in the ©ext. 

. His firft ftep was to perfuade his 
igoorant ArabMnSj t^dt the J&;r(2» is ao 
txxx^ xsik&n. fram the great book, ill 
wjj»db, ait tije cffiattoji of the world* 
1^ Divine decrees were all wriuen and 
depofited ax the faoie tiaae ia one of the 
£(ib-6r9UUBeDtal heayens ; and that^rom 
tjbence it was faitJ]^E)i% d«lifv«rQd «» 
him, mie by veife, tjie chief hie* 
rarchical ai^l Gabriel. HeQce, io 
his chapter S Kadr, he tells them him- 
ixom the mouth of the Almighty^ 
*f VerUy, we ieot dawn the il^rtfir in 
•* the mgjat^jl aod whatlhfttt 
«' jooafce thee und^rftatid how qtceUeot 
« the iJfght of Jl %adr is ? The nighfi 

«f wtfriSai^isbet(erdiaaathpu&na 
" months: thereia do tbejmg^de^ 
*• .fcend, and the Ipirit Gabriel aifo, by 
^ permiflioa of their I^rd, with his de- 
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crces^concerning every matter, ft is 
peace until the viriting of the moth 

On this paffage principally, is found- 
ed the claim of the Koran to be of ce* 
leftial origin^ the all-beauteous ahd all^ 
perfed work of the Creator \ and hence 
that moli profound veneration, amount- 
ing almoft to adoration, which the Ma-^ 
hometans pay to it. They fancy a chap- 
ter or verfe can cure them of all dif- 
> eafes, preferve them from all accidents,- 
or external evils ; can prolong life, 
and render it healthful and profperous, 
A thorough ablution is neceffary before 
theyprefumc to touch this facred book; 
the fight of an inhdel pollutes it } and 
when they read they muft hold it. above 
their middle, to preferve it from ap- 
proaching the region of impurity and 
defilementw 

• Sale's Edit. Of Divine Decrees^ ch. xcvii* ^ 

to 
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The Turks are eternally puzzled 
when, or which night, this jil Kadr 
may be : they think it muft be in Ra^ 
madan ^ and many enthufiails have^ at 
that time, extatic communications with 
the angelic fpirits who defcend from 
the heavenly fpheres. 

■ 

Mahomet, though fo abfolute and 
fo able an impoftor, did not, however, 
dare pretend to that great criterion of 
Divine truth, miracles, the main bafils 
of thofc true revelations he would en- 
deavour to imitate, and whicli he con<- . 
ie^$ to have been wrought in attefta* 
4cion of their Divine origin* Many 
dirged him • to produce them ; many 
-a^ked of him figns ^ and he feems iii 
jnany parts of tb^ K^ran^ more ettl- 
-barrailed to evade the charge of im- 
j})oll:or, incurred by not manifeiiing his - 

Sal, Edit. cb. v. zj. 

F voca- 
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vocftCioB by thefe figns% than tn eSt^ 
hliik his d^rines. His own uncle 
' and relations feemed, on that accounti 
to deteft his impofition ; . and it k evi^ 
dent from the text» that he had often 
found his vtty women rebeliioiEs i it 
. is probable they likewife expe6ted mi-r 
racks : for he tells us, there were only 

Sburt)f them good and d>edi^t * 

When he is prelTed for this proof 
of his mifiion, he fhifts the want of 
k . on the will of the Deity ; * They 
" (the Infidels) have fworn, fays he, by 
God, by the moft folemn oatlx, that 
if a lign come uhto them they would 
*^ cmainly believe therein: verily, figns 
^re in the power ^ God alane^ and 
he permitteth you not to underftand, 
that when they come, they (the Infi^ 
dels) will not believe ; and we will turn 

* Ch. vi. .entided Caitle>,p* no. $al. £^it. 
. . afidc 
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^ afide dicir hearts and their fight frontl 
the truth, as. they believed not 
therein the firft time j and we will 
leave them to wander in their error/* 

He then mrommends them to be« 

iieve implicitiy in the Kcran, 

Qn^ another occafton he ul^ the famt 
dexterity. The infidels fay» unleft 
a fign be ient down unto him (to 

Mahomet) ffoxn his Lord, we wifl 
not believe. The Lord's anfwer i 
Thou art commiflioned u be a preacl^ 
ermfy^ and not a worker &fmra€les% * 
and unto every people Jbati) a difeSlar 
been appointed. God knoweth what^ 
every female beareth in her womb, 
^ and what the wombs ^wi^ant oi* exceed 
at their due time or number of 
young/* The conclufion of this 
|)aragi aph is curious % it is a Ihof t turn, 

• Ch, xiii, entlt. Thunder, p. zoi, 

V I , upon 
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;upon wombs, which, leaves the begin- 
ning upon miracles qmte out of Sghu 

i By thefe quotations we may perceive 
what evidence his external figns of Di* 
vine miffion carried with them ^ and 

• ■ 

as to the internal, they are fo far from 
recommending it, that the moft of his 
.dodrines . md precepts, thofc properly 
Jbis own, are trivial and unworthy the 
flightcft attention. The precepts and 
commands copied from the Mofaic 
iUfpenfation, of which there are man^, 
or thofe from the Chriftian, may com- 
niand feme regard ; although thofe 
^ffom the latter favour of the corrupt 
channel they have pai&d through ; for 
if he preaches the duties of bcnevolencii » 
and the forgivcnefs of injuries, it is 
not with that tiniverfal, beneficent, dff- 
fuied principle^ recommended in the 
gofpels iodifcriminately to all .mankind : 

he 
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he confines thefe virtues undoubtedl/ 
to the narrow limits of his own fedt 1 
for ther »e neither to Hvc «>r com- 
mune with unbelievers ; and lo far from 
being enjoined to forgive them^ thef 
, are commanded to injure and to fubdue 
them : and God knows, it is but too 
evidently ihewn by their praftice how, 
ipuch they honour the precept. 

It is, indeed^ a pleaiant part of the 
Koran^ which reprefents the Divine 
communications defcending fo low as 
to regulate the minuter incerefts^ fa- 
mily concerns, and amorous paffions 
of Mahomet ; it muft give us a pretty 
juft notion both of the prophet and 
fiis people,, as well as of thole fceptics 
who have exprefled fo favourable an 
opinion of his book : for inftance, let 
us hear the awful commands of the 
Almighty impofed on, the prophet'^ 
febeliious wives, &c. on fo imporunt 

, F 3. an 
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an occafion as the vexatious demand 
they made foF fine clothes : to (atisfy 
this demand was a difRcyhy, perhaps, 
too arduous for the power of man 
alone to overcome. 

• iti * O Prophet, fay unto thy wives. 
If ye feek the prefent life and the 
pmp thereof y come, 1 will make a' 
handfome provifion for you, and T 
will difmifs you with an honourable * 
" difmiffion j but if you feek God, 
" and his apoftle, and the life to come, 
" verily, God hath prepared for fuch 
" of you as work rightcoufiiefs a great 
reward. O wives of the prophet, 
whofoever of you fliall commit a ma- 
" nifeft wickednefs, the punilhment 
" thereof (hall be doubled unto her 
" two-folc^i and this is eafy with 
" God : but whofoever of you lhall |be 
obedient unto God and his apoftle, 

• Koran, ch. xxxiii, 345, 356, Sal. Ed, 
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5* ftuU 4o what is right, he witt' 
give her her reward twice, and w« ' , 
have prepared for her an honour- . 
able provifion in Paradifi. O wive« 
of the Prophet, ye are not as other 
women ; if ye fear God, be not 
too complaifant in fpeech, left he 
fhould covet, in whofe heart is a dii^ 
eaie of incontinence»~Sitftill in your 

" houfes, and fet not yourfeives forth . 
with the oftentation of the former 
time of ignorance. . Obferve the ap- 
pointed time of prayer, give alms 

« — and obey God and his apoftle • . 
for God deiireth only to remove 

^« from you the abominations of va-t 

« nity, &c. 

TfRMAOANT an4 rebellious wive* 
^ere the kaft punifliment ;hat a man of v* 
the prophet's inlatiablepaiiion defer ved; 
inftead of four, a number he allowed 
his followers, and furely fufficient ta ' 

£ 4. breaks 



Digitized 



f 

♦ 

» 

break the eafe, and deftroy happi- 
nefs, of any one man living, he again 
brings down the Deity to grant him a 
permiHion without limitation, and even 
to direft his amours. If he had been 
fmothercd under them all, it would 
have been a juft death for fuch extra-* 
vagant lubricity. Satia te fangume^ 
•was the faying of the Scythian queen, 
when flie 'plunged Cyruses head into 
a yeifel of blocKi. — But let us hear 
again his Lord. 

" * O Prophet, we have allowed 
thee thy wives, unto whom thou 
hall given their dower \ and aifo the 
flaves which thy right-hand poffei- 

" feth, of the booty which God hath 
granted thee ; and the daughters of 
thy uncle^ and the daughters of thy 

^ aunts, both on thy father's fide, 

* K.oraa« ch. xxxui. Sal. Edit. g. 34,8, 34^. 

« and 
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" and on thy mother*? fide, who have 
fled with thee froStn Mecca \ and any 
other believing woman if flie give 

« herfelf vtnto the prophet^ in cafe the 
prophet defireth to take her to wife. 

^ This is a peculiar .privilege.^r<^»/^i 
unto thee above the reft of the true 
believers : we know what we have 

" ordained them concerning their 

&w ^ives^ and the flayes whom their 
right hands poITefsy left it ihould be 
deemed a crime in thee to make ufe 
of the privilege granted thee for God 
is gracious and merciful. Thou 
may ft poftpone the turn of fuch of 
thy wives as thou jhalt pteafe^ in biing 
called to thy bed ; and thou mayft 
take unto thee her whom thou ihalc 
pleafe, and her whom thou ihalc 

" defire,' of thofe whom, thou lhalt 
have before rejefted, and it lliall be 

" no crime in thee : this will be more 

* • 2 cafy. 
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^ eftiy,' that they mayi be iniirefy antenU 
md may not be grieved, but may. 
^ be well plcaf^d with what thpu Ibalt 
« give every one of thcm- »-— O true 
«^ believers, onter not the hovfe of the 
prophet,- uni(tf5 it be permitted yoij 
tp eat meat with him, jvithgut w^it^- 
ing his convenient time.— And when - 
ye afk of the prophet^s wives what 
^ ye may have occafion for,.aik it of* 
" them from behind a curtain j this ^ 
** will be more pure for your hearts . 
^ and their hearts. Neither os it fir 
for you to give any uneafinefs to the^- 
" apofUe of God, or to marry his- 
wives after him for ever 5 for thi? 
w» would be a grievous thing in the 
fight of God,'* 

Mahomet's paradife flowing with* 
delicious waters, planted with the moft 
odoriferous trees and Ihrubs i but abov? : 

all. 
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^11, the €:xalted epjoymcAt of .hlaek-^ 

eyed nymphs^ would lead me furihci; 
than I intend. 

. The few quotations exhibited herc^ 
merely to lave a reader the ttoubk of 
recurring to the Koran itl'elf, may fut^ 
ficiently evince what marks of fanitity, 
and of a divine miflton, we muft ex* 
pedk from it: they will likewife de- 
monilrate, what a mofi: abjed idea the 
prophet, and his ignorant followers, 
muft have had of the Divine perfec- 
tions; and what grofs cofntradi&ions 
pafiages like thefe muft be, to thoie 
pompous and fublime defciptions of 
them, with which they arc moft impi*- 
oufly mixt. I (hall follow Mahomet 
no farther in his lubricity, but fay with - 
the prophet Habakkuk, he that runs 
^ may read.*^ 



r 



* 
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I n/ivsT however obferve^ that fome ' 
of his laws, if not rigidly juft^ are yet 
an effi^dual fecurity againfl defpotifnr, 
and the oppreilion of the people^ ef* 
I)eciaUy fuch as relate to private pro- 
perty, widows, orphans, inheritances, 
legacies,, and crimes, &c.. * 

c 

One conclufion I think fo clear, that 
it muff be evident to all fagacious and 
impartial men ; it is, that the whole 
Karan is a difcordant, incoherent jumble 
of fentences,.gleaned from fugitive Jewa 
arid Chriftian fcclarics, Neftorians,. Mo- 
nothelites and Eutychicos;. ftrangely 
put together by the prophet, and im • 
pofed on ignorant enthufiaftic people,^ 
who muft have been great barbarians 
when they believed ix the word of 
God. 

« 
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polTefs many good tranflations of 
this extraordinary book, made from ge^ 
nuine and ftandard originals : excellent 
ones were found among the Granadicic 
Moors by cardinal Ximenes, andcarre(3; 
copies may always be purchafed in Tur- 
key ; tho' at a high rate. Indeed^ there 
is icarce a rifque or poflibility of be* 
ing impofed on ; for the Mahometans 
hold it as the liigheft facrilege to alter 
a fingle point or jota of this their fa- 
cred book : and moft men of letters 
amongft them, like the Jews in Pakf^ 
tine, think it not only a duty, but 
a fpecial recommendation to the 
Deity and his prophet, to have every 
word and tittle of the Koran fo fixed 
and imprinted in their memories, that 
they may on any occafion repeat it ex* 
tempore. 

Du Rrift*s 
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Du Ry er's French verfion may err 
in the idiom, but the general doftrines 
we fuditiendy ex«6t Marracoi's La^ 
tin one is very corred: i and that ia 
Engliih by Mi". is uadoubtedfy, 
in every rcfped^ of approved accuracy. 

♦ 

'Talking on this fufc^edt witk ft 
learned Effendi^ wlio was knawn to 
have the Koran by heart ; a chapter 
•from Sale's editicm was explained to 
him in the viilgai: Turkiih dialed : tiie 
X)ld Turk, in a fort of rapturous fur^ 
prife, followed the interpreter ; repeat* 
ing verfe by verfe .in the original Ara* 
biafi. He remained aftoniihed and 
an)azed ; and aiked with fome tmo^ 
tioh) how we could have fo perfed: a 
tranfiation, the fenfe fo juftly prefer ved ? 
and added, that the author muit hmt 
• been an admirable proficient in the 
pftj-^bi^n lapguage, a very great man. 

I CANT- 
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' I CANNOT coaclude this chapter 
tvithout obferving, that from what I 
have Qad of the praflkal religion of tbo 
MahomecwkSt are. not to infer thafi 
they are. wflivcrfally:, and without ex* 
ception, deftitute of virtue ^ nor of all . 
humanity towards ftrangers. I have 
already, in my general character of the 
Turks, anticipated .this remark as far 
^as I could' coixTiitent with trutL I 
-could not help, however, repeating it, 

# 

bad as they are, they are the beft peo« 
pie in their ^empirc. 

That corrupt religion perverts the 
reditude of .nature, that the Turks 
.arc notorioufly corrupted by it, is too 
true ; but how many ignorant abfurd 
feds of Chriilians are there, who, each 
deviating from the original inflitutes 
^and pure precepts of Chriftianity, are 
;ftrangers to that perfedt fimplicity and 

uni* 
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* 

nmverfal benevolence it requires 5 and 
sire as deilicute of. fociai virtue and 
common humanity towards thofe who 
differ from them in opinion, as the 
moil zealous or ignorant Turk ? 




CHAP. 



« 
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CHAR VI. 

Of Befpotifm^ and its Rejlratnts. 

MEN, either from habit and the 
prejudices of education, or from 
prefumption and opinion^ are apt to ; 
think their own government the befl; 
to cenfure others, point out their de- 
feats, and frequently, without fuffici- 
cnt knowledge* to judge, will venture 
to revile and abufe them* 

» The government of the Turkifb 
empire has been injurioufly mifrepre- 
fiented by cenfurers of this kind. The 
tremendous accounts given of its def- 
potifm have mifled many, and raifed 
the religious pafTions of fome to ab^ 
horrence and utter deteilatioa ^ while 
others, not under the. influence of reli-: 
gious paflTions, have found their nature 

G (hocked 
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I 

fiioclced at the image tliefe accounts 
conveyed ta them : and wcU regulated 
as the fyftem of this haughty court 
may be, both have been brought to 
annex the idea of barbarifm to it ^ have 
fuppofed it without order or plan, en- 
tirely fubjed: to the caprice, cruelty, 
and avarice of a tyrant, tending mere^ 
ly to the oppreiuon of his fubjeiU, and, 
as far as its powet extended, to the 
deftrudtictfi of mankind* 

Sorely thefe men did not, or would 
BOt, look ne:arer home: it* was, perhaps, 
too near i for let us only caft our eyes 
about us, and impartially examine the 
gotemments with which we are fur* 
founded, we may then perhaps find, 
that the Sultan is not more defpotic than 
many Chriftian fovereigns ; perhaps, 
aut To much as fome of tliem. 

» 
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Althougp^^ it is abfurd to look fo* 
iKcfe^n in any body iof laws, or ari]^ 
potiticai iniiitutiaiis I fimie the produc* 
(ioos of the human mind, iitni{;ed as it 
is, niuft ail be iniperfed ; yet the moft 
equitable (;oncluiioii will be, that in 
every dm|)iM which has extended wide, ^ 
a|id iounihed long, there are fome 
parts of its conftitution wile and good : 
and it is certain, that whatever dcfedla 
may be in the polidcai fyftem of the 
, Turks, their empire is fo folidly found* 
ed on the bads of religion, combined 
with law, and fo firmly cemented by 
general enthufiafirjj and the intereft, as^ 
well as vanity, of the Turkifli indivi- 
dual, that it has laited ages, and bids 
fair for liability and permanency. 

' -W £ have feen ill a fptmer chapter, 
that the Turks have laws to fecurc 
property and regulate commerce ; they 

G 2 have 
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have' others to piudih* crimes mdtc^ 
ftrain vice* It is not chek laws^ but 
the corrupt adminii^ration of them, 
the .flagitious venality of their judges, 
and the number of fallc witnefles con-> 
nived at, and whofe teftimony is accept- 
'^ed, that is the opprobrium of thie 
Turkifli empire, as will be more fully 
fliewn in a ilicceeding chapter. 

How far Mahomet intended to li-^ 
mit, or extend the power of the fove- 
rcign, I j(hall not pretend to determine j 
the degree in which the prefent iultans 
are abfolute, is an enquiry more to the 
purpofe. Of this, fads will bell ena- 
ble us to judge : thofe we £hall pro- 
duce will fhew us the nature of the 
Turkiih monarch's defpotifm ; and that, 
independent of fear» the conilant com- 
panion and reftraint of tyrants, he xi 
limited by religion and lav/. But we 

2 lliaU 
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flxall iirfl confidtcr the right of his 
claim to ipherk the polTelTioias of fome 
of his fubjedts. . . 

♦ 

Those who are diredly employed 
in hi& fervice, and thoiie lefa immedi- 
' ately fo for example, the officers un^ 
dLtvPafcbaws in diftam provioces, kiKiw 
that they hold their offices on a. kin4 
of feudal te;iure : they, notwithftand- 
irjg, eagerly folli.cit, and contentedly 
accept them on that condition ; fub- 
tnitting,. or, it may be faid, covenant- 
ing and agreeing, that he ihouLd jnhe* 
at at their death. 

^ 

affinity of this hm or cuf);om 
with, the tenures of the old feudal law» 
transferred,, in this . inilance, from 
lands to office, would lead us to think 
A had its origin from thofe tenures j 
fop they prmiicd over almoft all the 

/ . G 3. knowi) 
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known world* at the tlmt the K^ra» 
was formed \ aiid they fubfilled a- 
mongft ourfelves long 4fttr the Con- 

queft. 

■ 

By thefe tenures, lands held in £ef 
reverted, oa the death of the holder, ab- 
fDlutely and irrevooibly to ike ittidal 
prince, or lord : the family were kfc 
to fcran^jble the wide world for fubfill'^ 
ehce ; they had, no claim of recovery^ 
nor even a pretcnfion to relief iit thnr 
necefiiciesi, except from mere commifc^ 
ration and humanity. 

Mahomet, either by chance or 
defign, has effectually fecufed the peo- 
ple from the immediate iaconvemence 
and oppreHion of that tenure. 

4 

EsTAtss, in land or houfes, annex^ 
ed to the church, either in adtual po& 

6 feffion^ 
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feflion, or in reverlion, are held both 
by prince and people facred and in- 
violable : thofe perfons therefore^ by 
whatever means they acquire their pof^ 
fcflions, who give the reverfion to reli- 
gious foundatians^tranlmic them unmo^ 
ieitedly and unalienably to their direct 
male iiTue : Mecca and Medina are the 
places geaerally preferred, becaufc 
held the moll facred. ^ 

They call this fettlement Vacufz 
they pay an aimual, very triEing^ quit<^ 
rent, until the esainction of that iflue,. 
when the whole devolves to the religi- 
gious foundatioa on which it is fettled^ 

This previous law, or tie of . reli- 
gion, binds the prince to fo rigid an 
obfervance, there has never beea 
a fingk exainpk of even an attempt 
to trefpafs oi; reverfe it^ 

G 4' * FQ'R^ 
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ft 

Fo9, iodependent of whAt he niay 
xrdnceive his duty towar^is God, or 
his prophet, the leaft breach of fuch 
a law deftroys the very foundation of 
his throne : it is merely by the Koran^ 
or their religious inilitutes, his love- 
reignty exifts ; the moment he aban- 
dons thofe do6lrines> or violates thof^ 
laws, he becomes an infidel^ and ceafes 
to be the lawful fovereign. 

Mahomet has not limited thisiaw 
of fecurity merely to his own fedtaries; 
it extends to all religions i Chriftiaaf 
-or Jews may avail themfelv^s of it; 
and as mo^ of tb^m, led by ambi- 
tion or intcreft, afpire to eajoy more or 
' lefs the countenance and favour of the 
great officers in governnient, they genew 
rally take the advantage of that protec* 
tion to fettle their poiitflions cither with 
Mecca or Medina \ or, perhaps, with 
t greater 
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greater facility, fome one of the feyerai 
mofchees at Conftantinople, or where** 
ever clfe * dieir fancy or connexions 
may lead them ; it is enough that it be 
a religious foundation^ 

m 

The Jews, indeed, have been ex^ 
eluded fome mofchees, as it appear-*' 
ed by tbe regifters, that in the fpace 
of a hundred years, not a fingle rc« 
vcriion fell in; whence the Tui^ 
it fliould feem, have concluded^ thai 
the direffc male iifue of the fi^m. of 
Abraham is eternaL 

m 

* ^ 

From what has been faid of the Va^ 
cuf^ it is obvious, and it is worth ob- 
ferving, what immeiife revenues belong 
to the church and how in fucceffiim 
of time it muft fwailow uj> into its 
enormous bofom, almoft all the landa 
and pofleliioas of that vaft empire. 

CHAP^, 
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CHAR VIL 



Fa^s t$ ehddatt the foregoing tbapter, 
and of the Jrurkifi gavtrment^ 

^TTtHE Grand Seignor is confidered 



whole Turkiih empire; the fiibjeds 
approaching him treat him as a divi* 
luiy, widi the bighcft veneration and 
refped. He iliould, ftridly adhering 
to their ccnfticutian^. delegate his abfo- 
. lute power to the Vizir*. This was 
pradifed by molt of them from Maho- 
finetthe lid's time to 1730. 

Trs rebellion that year^ tke depofi-- 
tioa of .fultan Achraet, and the acceii^ 
fion of his nephew Machmut, gave a 
ttew turn to the conllkution. There 

was, St that time, in th( fenglio^ where 
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he generally ad^s as £rft minifter, a 
Kifior-^AgUy or chief of the black eu- 
nuchs, an experienced and wife man : 
he had been in office uodtr Mtchiiiulf& 
father, predeceflbr to the depofed Ach- 
met \ he had loen two rebellions, two 
depolitions of the iovereigo, obfcrv^d 
the caufc, traced the evil, and pointed 

out the remedy • 

- ■ 

Tii£ C4ufe he afcribed to the per- 
manent continuance andabiblute power 
ef the Vizirs 5 to their ambition of 

r 

glory, and reftlefs difpofition for war 
and cohqudt* He therefore cdonfel- 
kd the new Sultan to retain the power 
in his own hands % to cliai^e his Vizirs 
frequently, not fufiering any one to 
continue in office above three years, 
and to live in peace with all his neigh- 
bours. On thefe maxims he adviied 
his mailer to eli:abli& the tranquility 

of 
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q£ goYen>aieQC> and the fecurityr^c^ the^ 
thione I and fukan Machmut^ dunng, 
a reign of twenty-fow years,, fteadily, 
adhered t» them. 

V 

THi&bkck euniich Jived to: che age o£ 
ninety ^ be died in 17 46, and was fucceed- 
ed by hia {zv^^kt^Beksr-^Jgay a young 
Blacky about thirty-thcee years of age^ 
born in the ifland of Borneo. Full of 
fpiirit and vigour^ he &>und himfelf,. by 
the policy of his late mailer, in pof-. 
fefiion of abfokite. pawer, and haften^ ' 
ed -tOr exect it but he waited the wif^ 
(iom^ the jiidgment,, the knowledge of 
mankind,, and experience his predecefr 
lor poffeffed i his will became his, law^^ 
and he no bounds, to his avaike. . 

* iNTOXiCATEO.withi higher idsas thaa 
his underiitanding could fuppoLt,. he 
laid down as a maxim>That no man ia 

the 
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the empire fhould be worth a'bovd* 
10,000 ^ dollars, and aAed as if he 

would HOC leave them an afper. 

• - > 

• The rtage of his paflion was for 
di^pnds, jewdl-work, and rich toys ; 
probaj^ly, uideed, m la/ in a ftoek of 
portable weakh for •an evM day, and to^ 
Jive in ^lendor at Cairo, the ufual 
place of their exile. During the fix 
years of his ^dminiftration, one would 
have thought that he intetaded to«xhauIlr 
all Europe of diamonds, and purchafe 
the whole produce of the mines of 
Golconda and Bca^l. 

Ths inftruments of his extortion: 
were, a young flav^ of twenty-two or 
, twenty-three ye*rs old, and an Arme- 
nian raifed from the duft. The go-. 

* A dollar makes isoafpers, and'is w<urth 

tVo fhillings and fixpence. 

vemment 
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verittneot tlwt vaft eitopiKr coitered 
in the hands of thUjuntio. When any 
large purcbaie of ^ooionds was to be 
made, the means were concerted be- 
twcen ihefe thrte how to raife the mo- 
ney : they fagacioufly divided the ne* 
cei&ry lum into part;^ i they then ap- 
plied tp a nvtnber of opukat great 
mw^ who ^ecCf or had been in ofiice i 

and giving them to.underfland it was to. 

purchafe pr^fimta intended the £i- 
vereign, they aOTigned a part on eajth. 
untii tiiey had cM^pleatcd the whole 
fiuHt No one dared repine, nor ev^n 
hefitate ; fomc were filent through 
fear ; others, perhaps, moft of them^ 
from theeirpe£^aiion iof future favours. 

' ' Th IS rapine was varioufly talked of ; 
fome afcribed it to the prince, fome 
to the Black and his aflbciates; the 
more general voice gave it to the for- 
mer. 
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mer» wiio ceitMniy could not be mi^* 
\j ignoisnt of the extoriaoftS pra&i^cd bf 
his miwfter. They oecaiioiicd, how<^ 
€ver^ no comoiotions or diftorbances. 

Hjghlv in the Sultan's confidence 
and favour, he might, indeed, have gone 
on with thcfe and other irregularities 
without contfmil ; but his firft fucceflrsi 
fpirited him on to enormous a(fts of 
power againfl: all decency, law^ and 
religion ; he not only meddled with 
thofc dependent, but even with inde- 
pendent people. He if^udicioufly of« 
fended the body of JanifTaries, by 
flopping the pay of fome, and with* 
holding the money which had been 
promifed them for rebuilding their 
Odda'sy or chambers, • lately burned 
down; and at laft, he Itruck againfl: 
thofe whom he had feared moft, the 
men of the law* 

Am 



I 9« 3 

' • An important caufe was depending 
before the Moidah^ or judge of Scu« 
cari, a man of finguiar refoiution. The 
party who was in the wrong applied to 
the Black and his creatures for pro- 
te£tion, and backed their requeft with 
^ large prefent. The junto undertook 
and fenc a meifage to the judge» 
ithat he fkould decide the caufe in fa- 
vour of their friend : he anfwered, 
that he would pronounce according to 
law, and his own confcience ; and on 
.various like Pollicitations, he as con- 
ilantly perfifted in the. fame anfwer* 

. The day he was on the bench to 
hear, and finally determine the caufe, 

a ^ Qhiobadar oi- th^ Black's entered the 
court-fooin with prccipitatioij, and 
heard the fentence pronounced againft 
their friend. He abufed and threatened 

♦ Head fcrvant. 

the 
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I^Mxnd^^ drew out aihortiiKh]p.they 
g^rally wear, and (ome precendy went 
£6 far as not only to ^ke and men^^ 
but to UrikCi • 

^ • * * 

. Tfiis' unprecedented infult oit iaW 
andxeligion^ ilirred up iht Mouhh tc^ 
feck redreis and revenge : he applied 
to the A&//i, who fent him to die Vizin 
' That rainifter fought, by all pofliblc 
methods, to pacify him 4 ewry oflfet 
Was rejedted^ evep that of the Monla^ 
lick of Iconium, the belt in the em* 
pire. The men of the fupported 
their brother, and murmured filently, 
but deeply. What heightened their 
indignation was, that whilfl: the Vizir 
capitulated with the MpuUhy the Slack 
rewarded his Qbiohadar with a lucrative 
meflage abroad. 
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The Black and his dependants pei^^ 
ceived the ftorm arifing j they found 
they could not filence the Moulab^ and 
therefore determined his. deftru&ion* 
This could not be done openly ; yet 
their Arabian crafty, blinded by rage, 
pafTion, and deipair, did not enable 
them to Goncert it with their ufual dia- 
bolical fubtlety, or to perpetrate theiir 
villany with that fecrecy the evil dxey 
expofed themfelves to required. 

The bungling projed they hit upon 
was to fend ruffians in the dead of 
iiight, who ftrangled the Moulah and his 
daughter in their beds : in the mean 
timC) they cut the wooden pillars fup* 
porting the houfe, and fo demoliihed 
it, that it might appear as if they were 
accidentally buried under the ruins. 

The time, method, and circum- 
ftaQCes, led to a clcsut difcovery of all 

thi&' 
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this h6rrid tranfadion. The meitpf 
the law became defperately refQlved on 
vengeance^ and joined fecredy with 
fome chiefs of the Janizaries j but de- 
termined to Ipare the fovereign,^ pro- 
vided he gave up his Black, cheob«- 
iioxious Kfjlar-Jga. ■ 

• - 
. The dii&culty lay how to make 

their firft grievances known to him ; 
if through the black eunuch^ the nar 
tural channel^ any two or three com- 
plainants hiked fuddea deftrudkion, 
.without efieding what they defired j 
if fecretly to the Sultan, they were not 
,fure of a better fate. They found, 
therefore, only one method which 
might effeftually awaken, intimidate^ 
and inform him; that was, by burning 
•'of Conftaatinople. . , 

* 

H 2 . Fires 
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FiR£S continued incefiantly forneaf' 
Imcnty day^s, every daf in two or three 
different parts of that city. The 

Grand Seignor finding the evjl deep,, 
and carried on by defign, depofed the 
Vizir ; a facrifice he imagined would 
a^ppeaie the rage of diicontent : but lie 
found that expedient was infuiiicient % 
for the next day as many fires appear- 
ed. At the laft he was advifcd, as it 
was &id by fome, to confult fecretly 
the Mufti ; or, as others report, diafr 
chief of the law went to him fponta- 
neoufly, and boldly laid the whole ini- 
quitous condud of the Black before 
kim,. demanded juftice,* and' told him, 
he expofed the fecurity of his own 
throne in refufing it^ uiged the necef- | 
£ty of taking fome immediate determin- | 
ed party agaliifl the Black j adding, if 

the Sultan would not give Be(Mr the- 
KiJlM'-Jga njpy. he dcfii^d leave to religa 

his> 

I 
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Hs oewn officer^ that he might ralher as n 
private roan fee the dreaded cataArephe 
«af his pmncc's fall, than as ithe head of 
ihe law be conftrained to confent to. it^ 

SxTRE It is^ that the Aiufd Was really 
a man of that ftoicai letf-dcnying turii, 
>that' heroic mind, m to dard hold fuck 
language, and undertake this harfh 
and hazardous meffage to his fov€- 
.I'eign, who immediately ga^re attentiefti 
to this alarming remonfkrance, deter- 
mined to ^t rid of xi>e Bhuik^ and <tp 
.^xile him to Cairo* ' • 

m 

On one of bis iifoal days recrea-- 
tton, the Sukat> went by water to a 
*Chio/ky or fummcr houfe, on theBof- 
phorus : . the BoJlangi-Pq/biy and Seli- 
ichatar Aga^ who always accompany 
Jiim, had already received his orders* 
XheBlack was of the party .they feize4 
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on him at his landing, forced him into 
a boat, %}^d imprifoncd him in Leandefs 
tower*, where he was to wait for the gal- 
^ley defined to tranlport him to Cairo* 

Tub fight of the galley . excited 
,freih remonlbrances from the Law ; they 
demanded the delinquent's blood, and 
obliged the Grand Seignor, though 
with the utmoft reiu<^ance, to qonfent 
;to his execution, 

4 Th^ high fpirit of the Black was 
changed to defper^tion at the fight of 
the executioner ; he refolutely defend- 

'Cd himfelf with his Hanjar^ or knife^ 
againft that officer: he wounded him;; 
and fell at kit but by the fuperiority 
of the fcimitar : his body lay expofed 
three days on the fea-ihore. 

* Situated on an iilandj io the port of Con* 
Hmdnople. * 

Daily 
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' Daily .executions followed of all' 
his ' creatures and dependants, , bis 
flave, his Armenian^ and his fecreta- 
riesi many others were exiled. 

^ The fums conEfcated by^death and^ 
exile were immenie. What palTed thro- 
the TefUrdaraty or public treafury,. and' 
was afterwards paid into the Grand 
SeignoPs Chafne^ or' private treafury^ 
coUe&ed from without, ainounced to 
20,500 purges, <or a miUion nine hun-, 
dred thoufand pounds ileriing. • .What 
was found within the Seraglio in dia*^ 
jnonds, jewel-work, and gold, was nt^ 
Ntv known.; but in general aiTured ,to 
be ^ much nlore, .or far exceeding ic^ 

This moll rare and remarkable faft 
^ their hiftory, and' which fo imme- 
diately and intimately affedted abfblute 
•power, might Xmgly Ihew jiow \m 9X 



h& can G£Fei£tu»lly conlroul it^ and 
bring tHe foYereign^ as it was well' 
knowa in this cafe, agalnft every fen- 
timent of lore and afieftion, and al^ 
moft without a precedent or example, 
mBboDdoxk the goveroor of liis Serag- 
lio^ and at that time of his empire, lo 
the utmoft riggur of the jufiice of law* 

» 

But iliatcven the Sultan thinks hin^ 
£dif bound by law, is evident from hia 
jpiadice; for, on any treaty to be 
made, any war to be undertaken, or 
tranfgreffions punilhed that an comnfuc^ 
ted againfk himlielf, or by perfbns of 
high rank in his fervice ; he applies ta 
the Mu/ti for his Fstfa^ his decree, hh 
dccifion, or fan(3:ion of law, 

ft 

♦ 

It is true, as he makes the Mufti^ 
he can depofe and e»le him, the werft 
th^t can happe(> to him. It is alfo aA 

trye„ 
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true, that * many of tbem^ in diScrcM 

reigns, have adtuaily with^aood . the 
will of their Sultan ^ and th^t^^ootwitL' 
ftanding, he kss not ^tred immediately 
to refent their non-compliance. On 
thej^ 0Qcaru>ns it has been fudged ne*^ 
celSiry to invent fonae more plaufibio 
|)reience for difgracing them the ar^ 
gument agaiiiit violent * proceedings^ 
would, in this cafe^ be toa clamorous 
with the peo|>le^ thofe of the k« 
^\om 03aght ihake ki& throne* * 

. The K^afiy we have obferved, fe- 
curcg property and the following re^ 
markable inftaoee will confirm tfaa 

pradice* 

. I» the year \ 755, the * Porte was 
burnt entirely down : on rebuilding it 

* The Porte is the pa] ace in which the Vi- 
zk refides : in it all the archives «re kept, aod 
all public bafinefc trspfaacd. ' ' 

the. 
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tiie confideradon .was, how to pla<;e > 
on the former fpot, and at the fame, 
time render the fituation fee ure from . 
a like cccideot for the future. 

I 

9 m 

Thb method determined on, was, 
to leave a fufiicient void Ipace about 
k, and for that end to purchafe and 
demolifli feveral houfes that were con- 
tiguous. Moft owners fubmitte'd to a 
fale ; but there was one old woman who 
declared (he could not, and would not, 
part with hers ^ that it had been a pro- 
perty in her family for feveral genera- 
tions, and no money could compenfate 
the infinite value it was of to her : no 
offer tempted her, no threatis could 
avail. The men in power cried out 
and abuf?d her ; but the injuftice ap- 
peared too violent to dare take it by 
force ; the houfe ftood ; and when it 
was afked why the Suljtan did not uie 

hij 
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rlris authority ? take it, and pay the va- 
lue? the anfwer was, *Tis impojJibUy if 
cannot be done^ it is her property. 

Notwithstanding the tranfcend^ 
**nt expreffions the Turks ufe when 
fpeaking of their Sovereign^ they will 
frequently murmur, talk freely, ab.ufe 
him and his minifters, throw anony- 
mous fcurrilous papers into the mofchees, 
and feem ever ripe for Febellion, if ou6- 
<raged by frequent and unufual opprel^ 
-fion and tyranny. They are taught 
.that he is eftablifhed by Gi)d, that he 
is a defcendent of their prophet, thro* 
whofe mediation fliey expedl falvation ; 
and yet in a moment they will deprive 
him of his throne, of his liberty, and 
even of his life. 

This may appear only a fingle in- 
ftance of the immcnfe number of feem- 

ing 
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ang contradi&ions in the compofitioA 
of Kunian natures, though, indeed^ 
were itib^ it might with other fuck 
inftances be accounted for^ by what a . 
fagacioDS ^ free writer has auempted 
to prove, that men do not generally 
according to principles. 

• - • 

Although I think his proppiitioa 
too general^ it is, I fear, in great pare . 
true I for, that there are many mea 
who do not acl according to principle^^ 
b but too ei^ident : this might there- 
fore^ in appearance, furniih a folution *, 
43Ut here would be mifapplied and 
fufEcient; for the whole of what Turks 
^re taught relating to government, is 
not taken into the c^fe } and therefore 
the fad is not fairly reprdented« 

For they learn very early, that if the 
prince is of right divine, he founds it 

♦ Bayle. 

OR 



Google 



t '^9 J 

en the KMPan ; that he is conftituteJ 
foch by that facred code of laws ; which 
as a true believer he has ftudied, and 
knew, before his aceeffion to the 
throne, it would ever be his duty t(> 
ebferve ; and that^ confequently, he is- 
as much bound and tied by ail chofe. 
laws, as they themfelves are. 

♦ 

. This is fo explicitly and fully laid 
down in the Koran^ that Mahome(: 
thought it necefTary to throw in rules^ 
ef exception expreily fophimlelf. 

Hencs when the people are noto^ 
rioufly aggrieved j their property, or 
that of the church, repeatedly violated y 
when the prince will riot in blood, or 
carry, on an unl iiccefsful war ; they ap- 
peal to LaWy pronounce him an infidel,^ 
a tyrant,, unjuft, incapable to govern 
and, in confequence, depofe and im*^ 
prifon, or dcftroy him. 
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Tfity, it is true, confult firft theic 
own power, or the probability of fuc- 
cefs, rather than the reditude of the 
aftion,. but always under the fandion 
of the law, direfted by fome one of 
the legiflature ; and it may be af&rmed, 
that no example will be found of 
the depofition of a Sultan in Turky^ 
but a form of law, either true or falfe, 
has been obferved : nay, it feems ab- 
folutely necefiary; for it has always 
been pradiled, that either the M'jfii^ ot 
* the Nakib of Santa Sophia^ or of Eiup^^ 
or at leaft, fome diftinguiflied man of the 
law, fhould enter the Seraglio, or tent, 
and even declare the reafons of the de^ 
pofition to the,very Sulcan ; announcing 
to him why by law he is unworthy and 
incapable of reigning* 

^ Head) or diredor of the mofchees, who 
Hre emirs or dependents of Mahomet 

Fear 
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Fear obliges the Turks to pafilvc 
obedience^ merely as difunited indivi- 
duals: then they only talk j — but when 
once the burthen of ills accumulate 
and extend, they find a chief ^ the law 
and foldiery join with the people as in 
a common intereft, and depofe the 
oppreflbr; but always placfc on the 
throne his lawful fuccelTon 

» 

Ti^s fingle undoubted pradice of 
taking the lawful Succejfor proves they 
feek the fan6)tion of law ; and I muft 
obferve what perhaps is undoubtedly 
true, wherever it has not been merfe 
.ilfurped temporary power, the like has^ 
been pradifed in all governments*^ 
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G H A p. VIIL 

Ut^crj of tk Vizir Ragib Mebemtt Pa^ 
Jbattfs government; 

■ 

THE death of the chief Black 
gave a fudden change to the tn* ^ 
terior of the Turkilh government, and . 
may be confidercd as a new aer a in thcii' * 
conftitutioh. This circumftance, how* 
ever, is little known, and lefs na^io^d i 
.what therefore fucceeded, and tne ad* 
.vantages taken from ^hat event by the 
Vizir, to eftabliih his own abfoluLe 
power, may be worth relating. 

The new Ki/l^r-Jga^ intimidated 

by the tragical end of his prede&eiibr# 

conduced himfelf with great caution ; 

he feemed to confult frequently with 

the Vizir, and enter into clofer con*. 

nexions with him : this continued until 

the year 1754. 

7 But 



« 

It was then that, on the demife of 
Sultan* Machmut, bis brother Ofman 
afcended the throve. This prince, ac- 
cording to the maxims of Turkiih po- 
licy, had been continually confined; 
and now came forth jnew into the 
t/;orld ^t the age of fifty-fix, a perfe& 
granger to niankind; On this event,, 
the Black Kijlar-Aga began to affume 
more power, and with his party, com- 
pofed of fome without, and fome with- 
ii) the Seraglio, to make and depofe 
Vizirs as they pleafed. His power 
within the Seraglio is entirely free from 
controul, except from his fecrctary the 
Jazigt Effendi^ who generally gains cre- 
dit with the Grand Seignor : in thefe 
two, and a few of their; adherents^ th& 
whoje power of .government ceotered. 

On the death of Ofmanj in the year. 
1757, the Vizir Mehemet Ragib Pafr 

1 cha^: 
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cHa^ who Had <6e f^Sf hapfRSRedlto 
tile abtef^, sind; mcNi fti^ iM^dl 
the Tufkiflir eiBpirl^ His office 
hkA td fh€C Su^kaa Mulkpha^ on tkvff 
itofdttd! he had eitlwSf formed a feerei^ 
Connexion wkfc ttiat pr^ct hdhtcy «W 

q^uenc^; fo that he became at ^i)c6 
his frknd and coiifidant, and kt ifh€^ 
eBttf €i TiTsk 6B hs aneient footing #f 
jM»iote 0iinMber ivitk a<bibl«ice power. 

The Sultan^ to attach ^hs^ minifter 
fnovt effcdually to his perfen, obliged 
him w lepudiate an amiable young 
lady his ivifey and to AMity the prki*^ 
^tfk fiikr i A widow^ wbofe perfon^ 
and advanced yeafs^ retfidered her an 
objed incapable of exciting the ten- 
der palTions* 

• « 

MUSTA- 
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Mmi^HA^ the pr^feat Solum of 
whom we are now fpciiking, is a iba 
# Achiiict, who was d^ppfed in 1730- 
Tbe i:wo hrothisrs Machmut and Of- 
mMt w.iK> M i^gned f/OQi tJie tiixie 

Mufepha^ were 4crceflJAnts of Aclvr 

FiLi Aju dutyi)perates with great force 
on Mahometans ; they commonly, 1 
might fay invariably, make a point of 
Imitating their fathers ; and quote the 
Hfe and alliens of their progenitors as 
the only models they ought to follow. ' 

This princei therefore, looked oa- 
jftfi «uid eTcry regialatioa introduGed 
^Ace h^is fiathcr's depoiician, or whicjh 
deviated from the pradice of his; aa«» 
ceftors, as infufferable innovations ^ and 
4be reigns of iiJ3. two cou^s ap]peared 

hiaa f^of abufes^and irregularities. 
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• The Vizir took care to con&rm 
him in thefe ideas, and to point our 
the abiifes ; exclaiming againfi: . them 
as deviations not only from the prac*- 
tice of his father, but from the ancient 
Mahometan rule or canon of govern- 
ment : he. carried him up to the time of 
SolymanL by fope called the Ma^ 
nificent, by them the Lawgiver j and 
did not fail to reprefent the power 
given to the Kifiar-^Aga^ a wild, igno* 
rant black (lave, as the fource of thofe 
and all other attendant e.vil;s^ that the 
authority ufurped within the Seraglio^ 
pnd the iniquitous intrigues always 
£E>nning there, deftroycd the- wifeft 
meafures of the Porte ^ and that th^ 
true original eltabliihment of the em^ 
pire, was the abfolute . power of the 
Vizir. 

The Black who fucceeded Bekir^Jga 
ftill continued in power. On feveral oc- 

' cafiona 
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cafions he had flbiewn himfelf no frkrid 
to the Vizir, who^ nevertheleis, had 
fupported himielf^ during the few 
months he governed in Sultan Ofman's 
reign, by means of the Jazigi Effendi s 
he found himlplf, however, continu- 
ally tottering, and called himfelf pub- 
lickly, a ftranger who muft prepare to 
remove. Turks never forgive: tlic 
Vizir's ability and art were therefore 
immediately employed to fatisfy his re* 
venge, by punilhing this enemy. The 
Black was condemned to exUe ; and on 
the fatal difafter of the Mecca caravan, 
his head was ftruck off, and brought to 
Conftantinople, as a compenfation he 
owed to the people for being the ori« 
ginal caufe of that facrilege. 

: The power of minifters m this, as 
in many other countries, is in propor- 
itijon to the emoluments of their office, 

I 3 and 



■and the cotifeqaent rkhes and aam*- 
her of their dependants. 

The Or ladies of the Seraglio, 

!ia\re a Vkft Mvtriue affigned diem fbi* 
theirfupporc ahd m^i^nance': iMs con- 
lifts in larg6 diltri£ts of lands, and confi- 
derable towns, in Europe and Afia, 
and is called the Haremai. The abfo- 
lutt iiidepiieYid'ent go^fninent and di- 
KdaxSn iQif thei^ rSVenties, whidi amount 
to thoib of a kingdom, were inarely 
in the difpofition of the black Kifiar- 
Jga. He received the whole, accoirnt- 

abk to no iobfc i in all eiSkiti «riatin|; 

\o the Hartmai^ lie held the Divans, 
diftributed juftice ; caufes, criminal 
and civil, came before him ; he named 
tlie. governors, and all the other magi- 
%^tes, dvil and milicsfry; nio one dared 
conftradifi: faini^ or mterfere* with him 
in the government of i^fe pk<^s 

♦ lotted 
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lotted ^ .tlte tfmamm» 9£ 

The difficulty was how to eradicate 
diis part of the conftitution ; but Ra^ 
gib Mehemet Pafcha's rcfources never 
tailed him : his knowledge of their 
liiftory, his fertile genius and eloquence, 
had captivated the Grand ^Seignor,. 
MFho was foon perfuaded chat this 
power of the Black Eunuch oyer the 
Hareniai^ was . the fource of his crinjes j 
jhat government fliould be nxore lim* 
pie ; ' and that even the. hufinefs of the 
fJaremai ihould» as a principal ^nd ef* 
fenfial part, .be anneitjed %o the Vizir^s 
office : in fliort, he got it in.drely out of 
the hands of the Seraglio, and brought 
it into his Awn ; fubilituting a Black of 
his own choice, whom he rendered fub- 
fervient xo all his views ; fo xhat one 
might truly fay, he i;e-;nodelIed that 

I 4. part 
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part of government, and brought the 
whole empire under his own abfolute 

• power, 

I COULD not help often, comparing - 
this Vudr^s art of governing, with that 
<of .Tiberius^ In ciyining, deceit, 
and jealoufy , he exceeded him ; and 
' where he found a competitor, or, one 
who might endanger his own fecurity, 
his cruelty perhaps was not lefs. 

A Tefterdar^ or high-treafurer, a 
man of unbounded generofity, and 
uncommon fublimity of fentiment, 
occupied that poft for . the iecond 
time while Ragib was Vizir, and had 
gained vaft popularity. The Vizir 
•heard him continually praifed : this was 
a fufiicient reafon to excite his jealoufy. 
He ordered a revifion of accounts; 
found him, as he pretended, deficient ; 
and procured his exikj at the fame 

time 
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. . . time complainkig^Qf tbf lol^ h^M^ 
tained by the Tefterdar^ remov^L Nor 
did die Vizir's hatred ftop here ; it fol- 
lowed him 10 kis exile^ and was hot 
appeafed but by his blood : he had his 
head cut oS, proteiling all the while 
againft fuch cruel juftice, crying and 
lameiitit^ as for his friend^ hard fate \ 
^ehfurfng the Grand Seignor's rigour, 
and too inflexible feverity, exer<;ifed 
on fo able and amiable a man, for a 
<:rime fo common, and for which an 
atonement was fo eafily made. 

With all his credit and power, he 
never in the leaft attempted to comeft 
the Grand Seignor's will. Subfervient 
to it, he advanced to the high and im- 
portant poft of Mufti^ one Veli EffenM^ 
a bold loquacious man, much refpe&ed 
in the law. This man was not long in 
his poft, before he was c^fervcd, to 

♦ 

med** 
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itei^Ub via poKtsBs, sod wia tkoaght 

♦ • 

Thjk Vieir, v^ho tzki*n an 

« 

ia3ckiia4 *and 1:0 CQO&r np&e «f 
dig^ties xm the imiezpretsgr. 
teii/^peed JK) it; ik& mteipijeJsr w» 
Acnmnattd'«>iys:pi»m0ia and the 

who patronized another, a depofed 
pfioccy came between, and mentioned 
him to ithe Gsaad Se^or.» tJnc {m>r * 
^re& ipedbn.; J»^(h£eoiiig .his x:om* 
mcindation ^ith uncommon jpra^es* 

The Sultan mentioned this recom- 
mendation to the Vizir ; that minifter 
immediately confirmed it, ^nd iubmit- 
ted to alter his whole plan. 

The 



T!%» interpreter -vras kid afide, and 
tlie Mi(fti iad the ikas£t&ien :to M 

TiTE Vizir^ ufual Turkifli Proveib 
^as^ that you muft hunt fhe hare in 
^ cart that is, Do your bufinefs co- 
vferfly, Jmd avoid' precipitation. He 
received the new prince as if this pro- 
motion was his ow{i a£t, and the new 
prince his own creature : all went on^ 
feemingly, in perfed harmony with the 
Mufti^ for near three ntonths. At 
length a rumour was indullrioufly fpread 
round the town, as if the M^ii ha|[ 
taken one hundred ^purfes ef money 
for his recommendation ; but if this 
4iid not reach the Grand Seignor, it 
failed in its intended efifed : the point: 
awas how to convey it to him. 

« 

This 
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This prince, as is cufbmny. ia 
JTurkey, frequently went about incog- 
nito, difguifed as a common man and 
introduced himfelf into cofFee-houfcs 
to hear what the people faid of himfelf 
and his mini&ers. 

It was to one of thofe houfes in 
* Eiup9 that he more particularly re- 
forted : here th& Vizir fee fome of his 
people, and inftruded them in the 
language, which, on the Sultan's en- 
trance, they ihould hold in his hearing. 
One of them began with faying, they 
were bieft with the wifeft, juftelt, and 
bed of princes, and wilhed that his 
minifters refembled him : but what 
could they hope, when the chief of 
their religion and law was fo venal and 
infamous as to be corrupted by infi- 

^ A faburb near his fumroer palace* 

dels? 
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dcl$ ? that the .Mufti had received a 
hundred purfes oi money to raife a mi- 
feeable infidel to the digoity of prince 
of Walachia *, and if fuch abomination^ 
were fuffered^ and that the Grand Seig- 
nor Qiould not be informed of them> the 
empire would foon . fall into ruin and 
deftrudimi..'' - The* whole comply 
joined in, the accuiation; the Grand 
Seignor alarmed^ iUpt out» went tQ 
- the Vizir^ and ordered him to depoiie 
the Mufti immediately.. 

■ ^ 

The Vizir expoftuiated.;^ he told 
hia ma^^^ that fuch reports ihould 
4[ie received ^th» dii^ence \ that peor 
pie were often mifinformed, and al- 
ways difpofed to be cenforious and im- 
pertinent; that this report was cer-^ 
tainly not to be trufled; that the 
Mf/(fti was too Jioly, too virtuous a 
j»aa to be guilty of fuck wickcdncfs . 

6 and 
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and coloured hiai^ at kaft, to luf* 
pcttd y» iiKiignaHCUi> uadL ke could 
Jitore tnxl]^ ao^ pvccifelf wdfy die 

' Hrs^ exhortations and intrcaties^ psr- 
cifi^d the monarch for the prefcnf,, 
until the fobde minifteF pofted a ne^r 
group nt another- Coffec-hbufe^ to rev 
peat the accu!&tk)n^ wkb addiooml* 
t^grarvrations againft the j^i//r. Th^^ 
firfl; was then xxm&rmed beyond a 
doubt ^ the prince would no longer 
fa&tv a delay, but ordered the Mufti- 
iM^ immediate baoiftuncnt,. to a^moft 
Aiagreeable iituatioa at Synope oft thr 
Black Sea. 

■ 

The Vizir appeared to all his friends 
tinder the utmoft concern at this event. 
Tlie Mufti applied to him with moft 
lervent entreaties, to have- the place of 
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banifhment changed, and that his de- 
parture mi^t notbcf {o: kifttntaneom r 
the mmifter repreiented the difficultjr^ 
of prevailitig with an irritated^ paflioa*' 
ate, juft prince. However, he pro- 
imkd tx> ufe all his iatcrell mkin 
gate the fentience^ and that he.\rould,.a6 
eflS^maUy as poflible, implore htt aft-^ 

^ He fuflfered the Mufti to feroain ^ 
cay er two at a country-houie on the 

Boiphorus ^ and afterwards obtained^ 
for him, what this dilgraced man and 
his friends lb ardently defired, the place 
of his banifhment to be changed front 
Synope to Brufia* 

Thus after giving him a fatal bdow^ 

he yet referved to himfelf the merit, ojj 
having moft eli&ntially ferved Jbim. 

CHAPr 
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C H A P. IXi 

1 

Cbai^e of Vizirs.'— Order of Bu/mfs.'~-^ 
Poliiy of ^urk Mntfiers. 

THE change of Vizirs, and fomc- 
times, though rarely, their exe- 
cution, has brought on a general pre- 
judice, and been produced as an argu-- 
ment of the inftability and diforder 
of the Turkilb government : Sulta^j^ 
Machmut, as I have obferved, intro- 
duced that change as a majdm of ftate, 
and was the who methodically 
pra&ifed it. 

Some who. were of the very Ibwefl: 
clafs of men, feveral of whom could not 
write or read, have occupied that high 
ofHce; yet the order of government, 
and the clue of bufincfs, has noc 
been a moment interrupted. Another 

maxim. 
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maxun more certain and falutary pre- 
ferm government in- its equal regular 
couife^. fpr fubalterns in office are re- 
ligioufly continued, and generally on 
changes advanQcd- : fo that thofc who 
«re many years trained and pradifcd 
in . the buOnefs, become the Vizir's 
jumaa^^cs and . inftrudbrs. Hen<^, 
any new .Vizir is foon . mailer of the 
modes of government j or if he is 
fiot, as to the moft difficult and intri- 
o|ie- parts, he is fo far at leaftas to. 
keep, lie empire and the capital city 
in ^uiet, the men of the law in good 
humour, and to maiter the foldiery j 
the which, perhaps, are the chief and 
inoftimportant endsiof his great power. 
By diis proceeding of govemmeni^ no 
mutation of the higher officers ever 
affeds the whole i fo that when we read 
of a • ChtMa to the Vizir, a f Rtis J§^- 

• Second in power to the Vizir, 
. t Secretary of State. 
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fenM^ 1^^ Cbiaous Pafchy^ depofed, the 
fpirit of the office remains, and the bu* 
iinefi ftiU goes on in hs proper conrfei 

The clerks and under-ckrks are al- 
moil innumerable. Some hundreds of 
hands are kept conftantly at work at 
ilie Pbrte, and each of them vMi the 
kaft talents o!r genius afpire to f<»ne 
of the higheft dignities ; keep their 
eye immediately fixed for years on 
the office they hope to fill} and By 
an obftinate p6rfeverance, and never 
tnovkig out of that courfe, they frc* 
^uently attain their end« 

power* cftii 
tie lirklk the Ptoite; lor care aii^ «<aft- 
Bcfir in liieir feveral offices : btifinefsis 
done with the greateft accuntcft 
any important writing words are wc%Ii*. 

• Mailhal ©f the QomU 
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tdi tad tiait fignifioacion ^ooftantty 
taken, which may moft conduce to theki: 
own advantage. 

Papbss of th<fe remote^ date, if 
i&Dgfy the year of the traafadtion- ii 
known, may be found ftt the P^e}, 
every command granted ac that dme,- 
iand every ragutatioftiiiea mndkt can. bel 
immediately produced. 

' ** * , 

' . T«8 ruk which government ifollowi 
m the explanation of tfeatiea, <x ca^ 
totation^, <6r ^ceflions granted to 
Chriftian princes, or in many ^diei 
cafes, is Precedent', the remoter the 
lexampk, the more re4>edablei and 
moft fi), what they call the 4»eiiHtCa* 
nmi any political fuit in doubt, or 
depending betwef a^^infelm and th« 
ChnftiaH^oiverft, «Miy be immediitfi^ 
determined by producii^ Freoedent. 

K 2 The 
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. ThJe French axnbaiIkdor$ have ofcen 
•prcKnded fuperiority of rank at the 
Porte: the Turks have as folemnly^ 
declared to others the nullity of their 
- pret^n£i<9nsi and that: all ambaiTadors 
ace OA the fame footing. But as the 

publick audiences are by rotation, fome 
one begin, and be the fiift : hence 
they take the prime dccupimt, the fijdt: 
ambaifador who was eftabliilied in. their 
country and this is the fingle reafon 
Yfhy. the French have the priority 
in point of time , at Audiences, -but 
tbey .haye none' of. order, or pre^eiAi- 
seltce. ^ 

« « * •» % 

• W^JSN they have a mind, to expe? 
(^(^ .bufmefs at the Porte, or that it 
is agre«iable CO iSiisn), no people, do. it 
with a^greater cdtenty ; when the con- 
t(9iy» will as ^tfuliy protrad. Qr 
ji^^ : numberlefs excufes,- good and 

4. bad. 
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bad, are ready ; it may icnuyn fuTpended ^ 
for months or yearsr • 

Tmh idol the Turks worfltipk; h 
gold i and in all common affairs thx^ 
arc opened by . that powerfvi 
deity. If that is not made ufe ejf, the 
claim of right, engagements, capitu- 
lations, or treaties, have often and 
generally no effeft i fome m^r. hmd. 
muft feel the weight of this fpecious 
golden argument: but then they are 
ofton . generous, enough to truft to a 
conditional. promife, and are content 
with tlae fee after the completion, of 
the bufinels. 

The policy of every Turkilh mi- 
nifler has himfelf for its firft objedt ; 
they ftudy folejy their own fecurity 
and permanency in office : this- is the 
only fyftem they are to be taken .with. 
It is in vsun to talk of the intereft of 

K 3 the 



Digitized by Google 



C ?14 1 

tJie empire,. e;dm^ praffnt or.lntarei 
the queftioA to thsi»&Hv» bt Can I 
be fafp ? Cafi I hold power i If there- 
lore mattery of high coalequence^ of 
peace or war, are propounded to them j 
If the«fie 4>r the other does not! coin, 
fadet perfe^y, with ^he prefervation of 
th^r own po#pr, and e4>f ciall/ their 
perfpnai fafety, aU . ?he raoiiey in th§ 
imtvierfe will not mpve them. 

* 

' Sotfs time after the 4(oeffioa 
Sukan pfmao to the t|iro<ie, tJlie Vizir 
^Ko had haoded him to it. ^imd his 

r • • 

^edit fallen with that prince; that 
others had the royal confidence, and 

were plotting and intriguing his^depo-t 

UtlOA. 

* » . . • . 

/ vEpucati^d in th? Seraglio,, he was 
Ino ftrang^r to its intrigue^, aod^tflldu- 
*.oufly ^ndeayoured tso counterwork 

his 



his enemies ; but tixe mines he had 
laid were generally fprung againft him^ 
felf V fo that he found his rsia is- 
evitable. 

The Reis EffenM under him was a 
haughty ftern Mufllilman; the name 
^ % Chriftian leemed ^adverfe m Ms 
v«iy nature \ and every paflion ivas 
4txcited, if the kail miiunderftaading 
arofe between the Porte and any of the 
neighbouring powers. 

T«ft Vitif, in ^11 vigour age, 
thought he cotiki make a prcMpef ufe 
of this zealous fecretary of ftate, whofe 
fiery temper, he faw, might readily be 
prompted to plun^ che Force into a 
m.u ^nd war he ardently wifiied ^6r : 
k feemed the moii; effedual means by 
ivhich he might pre&nre himfelf, aug- 
jncni his fway of power, and» at the 
V jfC 4 head 
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:1b«;|d .of .41} < army, coinmafid\e9ra.tl[e 
.GraAd Seignor^ .^4 ;e6Q^ally^^/^^ 
Jbiis owii enemies^ 

There had been trivial difputes 
«and bickerings with a neighbouring 
Xhriftian court, and fome .ferrous ai- 
. tercations ^ but the Sultan's temr 
per, difpofition, or political max- 
f ms, had led him rather to pjifs over 

than to tfs&nt them^ 

* 

The difputes were known to the 
, Vizir 5 he found therja proper materials 
to work op the innate hat|3?d the Reis 
Effmdi hove to Chriftiansy and the con* 
tempt in which he held them; ajijd 
^ve . hinx a welcomp; occafipn. tp< dqclare 
. his ardent z^al for the: honour and 
glory of Muffulmanifm and. the SuJ- 
tan« To this man therefcnre he opened 
. this contentious affair, loading it vith 

every 
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cwry aggravating circumftance ; yefi 
feigning to foften the fury of his paf- 
iion, though he knew it was rather 
die moft efieftual means to excite it, 
he thus brought him to becoine his 
llalkingThorie in the Seraglio ; fet them 
all in a rage,^ not excepting the Sultan 
himfelf J and brought them from thread 
and menaces almoft to adion« ' 

* * 

7^H£ Vizir prepared p put himfelf 
.at the head of the army^ to attack 
that power by whom they were, as the 
Grand Seignor and jR^/> Effendi pre- 
tended/ fo fcandabuily and ignomihi« 
puHy iafulted; 

The junto who managed this great 
affair at the Porte, conlifted of five 

, perfon3 ; the zealous fecretary of ftate 
always took the lead i the Vizir,, fubmif- 

. five tQ tlie will of the foveieign, fimply 

ap. 
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approved} though when eommuids 
wei^ made out for the troops t0-ia$^- 
ieoible, he expreiied himfeif to his 
confidants with the greateit iatisfadioA 
^and joy* 

But, at length, one of the junto 
opened the fcene to a foreign mtnifter^ 
to whom the negotiation had been. en<- 
truiied ; told him the eafy means by 
which the Gr&nd Seignor and Reis 
Effendi would be fatisfied, the Vizir 
difappointed, and the. empire preferv^. 
in peace* 

That foreign minifter made a pro- 
per ufe of it; ftopped for the moment, 
at the rifque of his own life or fafety, 
the precipitancy and fury with \vhich 
they were carrying on their revenge ; 
and as what they required was more 
honourable for the other court to grants 
than for them to accept^ the whole af* 

8 fair 
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fl&f -fm -adjufted with almoft a tingle 
VKird. The Vizir was foon after de» 
po&d andisikd. 

Thus ended a violent^ precipiute^ 
turbulent negotiation, which lafted a 
ponfiderable time ; entirely fet on foot 
by one man's luft of power^ who, to 
fecure that, and his dignity, or to 
perpetrate his revenge on a few, would 
have been the caufe, perhaps, of the 
deftraftidn of his country, but cer- 
tainly of many thoufwds of hb fellow^ 
f reaturcs and fellow-fubjeds* 

This perfonal policy has frequently 
pianifefted itfelf in leffer matters. Their 
diftant governors often afpire to inde- 
|)endency, and obtain iL At Babylon^ 
Achmet enjoyed this ufurped plenitude 
pf power for feveral years 5 and what is 
f^iore extraordinary, his fon fucceeded 



diiiurbed by the Yizir, and died a na« 
tural death in his government. Not 
long after, his fon-in-law Solyman Paf- 
fliaw po0€ired bimfelf p£ the fitnt 
poAx ^d.ro^iatd^ed the fame: indepeiH 
dtncf^ . They .difrj^garded the Sultao's 
jcoramands^ and though they always 
^fwered in terms of refpedt and fubr 
miffion,^ they always .a£ted according 
jp. their own wilj. X^hc Yiars, qhpfif 
fatl^ei: .tamely .to fubmit to this infQloit 
if eatJ5iejit, th^n. by refenting it ,to excite 
rebellion pr rilk their own fequrity, and 
therefore contented themfelves with 
^ir mere external profei&oos of obe-> 
dience. 

k • « 

Another remote governor has fup- 
jported himfelf on . the fame footing 
for many years ^ but as he is worle 
circumftanced, and not fo thoroughly^ 
'fccure, he niuft * therefore feek fomc 

unr 
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mkdcxhznd protcdion in the Seragiia^' 

or at the Porte. » 
« » • • • » • » » 

' On the death of , the. Chief Bkck 
and his.adherents^.tl^At protedion wa& 
loft;^he applied at .Coaftantiaople to 
fecure in his iatei;eft a Rels E^endi of 
fordid) venality : for this piupofe he 
furnished a ' credit: for a confiderablc* 
fum* an4i moreover, promifcd twenty- 
four of the fined Arabian horics.»for 
the Viziy and his miniftcr. The per- 
ion entrufted . ient one to.^und the 
tUis Effendi \ for fuch fnefT^ges are al« 
ways grateful. On his return, he re^ 
ported that he left him hefitating, but 
difpofed to accept : it was then thought 
proper to tempt him with a part of the 
bribe. The meflenger was again dijf* 
patched to him with a large bag, fealed. 
T^iit. Effen^ took the money, put it into 
Jiis bofom, mufed, rubbed his head, 

ilroked 
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flr«ked his beard; but it kngthf 
drawing the meflenger clofe to him^ 
told him in a whifper, he was obliged 
to him and his principal for intermed- 
dling t he knew that taking the moncf 
from them was fafe^ but from the other, 
the governor who fought protcdion, it 
might be dangerous to himfelf, he 
could not trufk him : he then returned 
the bag, adding, that fuch a ftep re* 
quired much reflcdion. He nevet 
would receive the money j fo that the 
governor was obliged to feek bthef 
proteAiott j and mtrft have found it $ 
for he exifts flill with his ufual mde* 
pendency* 
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OBSERVATIONS, ^c. 



CHAP. X. 

Admwfiration of Turki/h Jujlice. 

HE monarches defpotifm is 
not the greatcft evil in Tur- 
key : his fubje£ts would per* 
. baps bear that without much murmur- 
ing, or great diftrefs. The radical de- 
ftruftion of all fecurity lies in the ini- 
quitous adminiftration of their laws, 
which are an impending fword in the 
hand of corruption, ever ready to cut 
off their lives f nd properties. 

^ The overflowings of a tender mind 
mufk not lead us to conclude that the 
Vol. II. B f£ca4y 
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•iteady condud of the Moukh^ or judge 
of Scutari, and his pofitive refufal to 
comply with the Kiftar-Jga^s command, 
arofe from his inviolable attachment to 
ftri^ juftice ; for froin tlie geneoil aq4 
known pradice it is rather to be in* 
ferred, that this Moulak w^s fecuredy 
pre-engaged, and pre-determincd, by 
the potejit mQtive of a bribe i and that 
thus tied 4owq, he did pot dare afb 
otherwife, nor even venture to obey 
the peremptory cotpni^nd of the Black 
Euttuch, 

m 

Thi^y tell us of fotpe rare examples 
in TTurkey of uncorrupt judges ; I 
h^ve he^rd Qf one, but | have kjptowa 

■ 

none. 

There are in Conftantihople feve- 
lal -courts wbefegayfe^ are ^^t^rmined, 
^ th^ plwoUff" ipay <;ho£)fc in which 

.«> 



Digitized by 



i 3 ] 



to pieict his fuit; The inferior are^ 
the M$uhh of Galata^ and the Stam- 
bole Effendiy or judge of Conftantino- 
ple ; the higher, the two Cadi-kfquiers^ 
ot judges of Europe and Afia; and 
laftly, the Vizir's divan, which is the 
fopreme court of judicature. 

4 

Mahomet has exempted his defcen- 
dikff from the authority of thefe jurii^ 
difkioni ; they are nunierous through* 
out the empire, and are always judg-* 
td by the heads of their tribe ; in any 
caufe, therefore, in which an Eniiry or 
* Green-bead^ is conccrticd, their pro- 
per CQU/C is that of xh^Nnkib of Sanda 
3Qphi<^ or Eiup^^ though I have ob- 
fcivifed the Vizir always ikecps a watch- 
ful rye over th«m> and occalionaily 
CQnttQuls their procccdinga. 

* The defcendants of Mahomet are called 
Qftea-4i«ads» a peeo turban they wear. 

B 2 The 
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The plaintifF has not only a confix, 
derable, but almoft z certain advan- 

* 

tage over the defendant j for as he 
chufes his judge, his firft care is to fe- 
cure him. 

All the judges have a Nail^^ or de- 
puty, who is the real adling man, and 
generally guides and determines the 
matter : to this man the Brft applica^ 
tion is made, and the bribe is offered : 
if he finds the fum worth while, and 
accepts, you are for the moft part fe- 
cure of gaining your fuit. 

Sometimes, by bribing higher, the 
defendant may nonfuit his adverfary ^ 
or he may at leaft, by quirk and quib- 
ble, be enabled to poilpone the caufe ; 
perhaps, to remove it to another court:; 
and thus protracting it, if he is the 

richeft, tire him out, until, at length, 

the 
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the plaintiff.is obliged to drop his pre- 
tenfions, juft or unjuft, and content 
himfelf with accepting a trifling com* 
portion. 

The means of fpinning out a fuir, 
and eluding a decifion, are various ; a 
defed in the forma of procedure, ab* 
fence or death of witneiTes, denying 
the validity of fcals, the hand-writing 
of others, or even their own j or, as 
all proof is determined by witneffes, 
and that thefe are found in abundance 
who will fwear any thing for pay, when 
a caufe is defperate, an immediate re- 
fource is at hand ^ for fuch witnelles 
may be brought to any point as will 
puzzle the cleareft caufe, and juftify 
the law's delay. 

There are different fpecies of wit- 
neffes } fome your neighbours, and old . 

B 3 ac- 
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acquahifeince; others, cafualj and laftlvs 
thofe who make a profefled trade of 
attending courts of judicature, and 
live by it. On informing them of the* 
merits of the caufe, they firft declare 
that they appear in it merely becaufe . 
they fee the hardihip and injuftice in^ 
tended againft you; that, as they 
know you to be an honed; man, on 
whofe veracity (hey can abfulutely de^ 
pend, they v;ill therefore affirm as' 

truth whatever you (hall avtr to them 
as fuch. This profeffion, which they 
make with an aifed;ed earneftnefs, is 
the ufualTurkiih faivo, and feldom fails 
to appeafe all their qualms, as well as 

quiet ati their fcruples. 

Or ihould it not have that effed j 
if the witnelTes infift on better infor- ' 
mation, they are concealed in a private 

place, where they can hear all that 

' paffes 
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pkdiki in an adjoimng apartment. Into 
this apartment the pitty with whotn. 
you are at variance is decoyed, a:nd 
there fuch concefHons, by interrogato- 
ries, and other artful, managements^ 
are drawn from him ai tnay mak6 
agaihft hirtifelf : thefe the evidehces re- 
port Oh the ttiiU detkre they 
have heard. Often indeed, on this oc^ 
cafion, inftead of the teal pirty, a 
friend of your own, whd perfonates 
him, is introduced into the apartment,. 
Inhere he makes what conceffions yoa 
pleafe in tl^ hearing of the concealed 
WitnelTcs, who can neither fee nor 
feen, and who do not chufe to dcte(5b : 
the fraud, but report to the judge what 

they h^ard,. as fpoken by the real pef- 
fott* In law-fuits, no pradtice 6f this 
kind can itartk a Turk ^ all he is an^i- 
tJuS for, is foffie |)r6te}ct, which ht 
thinks may enable him ftill tD pals fbf 

E 4 an. 
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an honeft man. Thus much for their 
firft fpecies of witnefs. 

The laft fort are thofe who make 
a profefled trade of it, and are always 
reaidy at any man's fervice. fora dol'- 
lar or two. By habit and long prac- 
tice thefe need no cafuiftry, no falvo to 
their confcience, but fwallow their 
oath, true or falie, and. will ftand or 
fall by their evidence. 

The judges have their deputies, 
who manage their retainers, and other 
dependants ; fellows who conftantly at* 
tend the courts to bring them cuAom : 
their bufinefs is to foment litigation, 
or to raife falfe fuits, called Avanias^ 
and attack thofe on any pretence 
who are rich and can pay. No man is 
fecure from day to day, efpecially if 
he be a Chriftian or Jew j for let the 

.caufc 
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'Caufe on which the procefs is founded, 
be ever fo improbable, abfurd, or 
falfc, he rouft appear to it and defend 
it, .when, if he has not fecured the 
judge, a cloud of witnefles are brought 
ID, by whofe teftimony he . is affuredly 
caft. 

Many inftances daily happen of de- 
mands on property, or complaints of 
injuries committed, which never had, 
and never could have, the leaft grounds 
of exiftence. 

In general, let the caufe be right or 
wrong, Chriftians or Jews have no 
chance againft Turks but by dint of 
money ; happy, if that can fave theip. 

# 

Neither Clirlflians nor Jews are 
admitted as evidence againft a Turk ; 
but Chriftians or Jews ban witne& - fpr 

or againft each other. 

\ They 
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They have ftb fubpcenaSs the law 
does not permit & fummons^ ot db- 
lige any petfert to give in their 
evidence ; tkey iftuft da ii untoHh- 
pelled* Turks, unlcfs your depcn- 
dants^ tvill not appear in favour of 
Chriftian or Jew : the mere forctf of 
money muft bring them into court. If 
they really know the juftice of the 
caufe, and have fcen the faft, , they 
generally expedt the higher bribe j and 
that in proportion as they think their 
evidence material. If it is for a 
Chriftian againft a Turk^, it is fc^rce 
poffible at any rate to engage them. 

* 

A Gre£k built a houfe, and plantr 
cd a large garden on a piece of grpund 
which had been poi&fied by his faajtily 
near fourfcore years : all the h^ggetSy of 

ikeds of conveyance^ were in his hands^ 
pafled in due form of law by the pri? 
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ginal Turkifh proprietor from whom 
it was purchafed. He neverthelefs 
found himfelf fuddenly attacked with a 
law-fuit by a grandfort 6f chat Turk, 
who declared that his gtantifather had 
Act fold the ground i that as his father 
and he had been long abfent on the 
Grand Selgnor's fcrvice in the Perfian 
war, they could not lay ki their claim 
before ; but that he had fiow the wit- 

nelTes to prove that the Greek's deeds 
of conveyance were abfoiutely f^licy 
and therefore infifted to be put in pof- 
feflion of his grounds 

Thb only refource the Greek had 
left was, to remove his fuit from au 
inferior court, to which he was fum- 
moned, to the Vizir's divan, which, 
as he was utider foreign protediort, he 
cafily obtained. His intention by that 
ftep was not to bring it to a hearing ; 

■ 

6 he 



Digitized by Gopgle 



he knew that the witnefles againftihim 
' were ready, and that he would inevit* 
ably lofe his caufe ^ but the ufe he 
tnade of it, was to bribe fome confi- 
derable officers of the Porte, to threaten 
and deter his adverfary ; whilft under* 
hand he had others who were bring- 
ing him to a compofition, by which 
means he flopped all farther profecu- 
tion, though at no inconfiderable ex* 
pence. 

These cafes happen daily to Chrifti- 
ans and Jews ^ elpecially fuch as the 
Turks fufpeft, or know, to be opulent; 
often amongft the Turks themfelves, 
but with more caution, as they can 
out-witnefs each other with more fa- 
cility, and that generally the rich can 
cat up the poorer. Hence may ap- 
pear, how precarious purchafes of 
lands or houfes made by Ch£iD:ian& 

or 



Digitized by Google 



t 13 ) 

or Jews are in Turkey ; yet it i$ their 
ruling paflion to pofTefs both, 

A MwiN defence or proof in any 
depending caufe, is a Fetfa^ the previa 
Qus opinion or decifion of the Mujti^ 
The cafe is put to him in fiditious 
names, and concludes with the demand. 
Whether Zayd has, or has not, a right 
agaihfl: Omari Under this is written 
the Mufti's anfwcr, which is fimply. 
He has^ or. He has not. — He can^ or, 
lU cannot. At ehe bottom of the pam- 
per the Mufti figns his name, always 
Aibfchbing him^rlf, the poor fcrvant 
of God:' 

Now, generally^ this poor fenrant of 
God'' never reads the cafe y but leaves 
the whole coniideration of it to his 
Fetfa Eminij or deputy, who, as gene- 
rally, is well bribed before-hand ^ he 

puts 



puts the cafe in his own manner, and 
inftrufb the Mufti How he ihouM fub< 

fcribe it. This is fo true, that there fre- 
^ ^uendy a|>p«ar oppoKite Fetfas in the 
fsu»e C4wfe i fo.that when a party thinks 
himftlf fecure on the Muffins dceifion, 
he M9 it of no efie£k in court, not 
i^Qli«d tOfr vad often totally rc^e&ed. 

Onb principal ufe to be made of 
them ii> that when the judgq ia well 
ftecured by ^ brihe^ though on the uii^ 
jiift fide s he'will then Isy a ihnef& on 
the ^UtQA t>f the JUiv/Xi a& perfedly 

apd iheUcr hi^ d\m injuilice ua^ 

der that fan£lion ; or at the worft, when 
contradictory Felfas appear, he may fa- 
YOOf the uc^oft by exhoreing the coft- 

tending imtiea » m «ic«nB«dad«.< 

Falsi witne0es flxQuld Ue puni{hed 
^corciiag to the Kotoji^, however^ that 

hap- 
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happens \mt ieldpm. Now and then & 

q4 in hi4 p^rjviry, }^ i( be io ^ c^ufg 
3gaiftjl ibtqp gfq« mai), is kcj throwgh 

••tii« fif^fits Qfl ao afs, with his f^Qc tg- 
wards the tail, and an infcriptloQ de^ 
<:Iaring him a Scbeat^ or falfe witneis. 
But even this is leldom feen, except it 
be on the aceeilion of a Sukan« A 
new reign is generally ufliered in by 
fame fuch examples. He declares he 
will rule according to law, juftiee^ and' 
truth : as a proper warning cheref«m 
to the peopl?,^ the Vizir lays hold of 
half a dpzep of thefe witnefies, and 
execgtes that pompous fentence. A pu» 
niihment fo trivial has rather a ridicu«>' 
lous than a ferious effed ; fo that die 
cit| gf Con{lantino|)Ie fwarms with 
thefe wretches : but was it even as fe-* 
lious ^ deaths it may be juftly thought 
their numbers would not diminiih } for 

they 
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they are encouraged by the men of the 
law, as the principal means by which 
their judges, who are temporary, and 
almoft annually removed, haften to be 
rich, and able to fubfift whilH they arc 
out of office. 

T o do their courts of law all the 
juilice I can, I fhall conclude with 
two remarkable deciHons, the one of 
which fell under my own knowledge ^ 
the other is, that I mentioned as hav- 
ing heard it well attefted« 

A Ship freighted at Alexandria by 
Turks, to bring them and their mer- 
chandize, . confiiting in rice and dates, 
to Conilantinople, met with a violent 
Horm in the pailage. The malkr tpld 
thoie freighters who were on board, that 
he could not fave the fhip, nor their 
lives, but by throwing into the fea all 

» 

the goods on the deck. 

They 
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Thby cdnfented not only for them* * 
felves^ but for other freighters, who were 
at Conilantinopie. When the ihip ar- ' 

rived there, thofe who had been on bo^rd 
joined with thofe who had not, to pro^ ' 
fecute the mafter of the flrip, in order ' 
to recover the value of the goods he had 

' hove overboard. The Moulab of Galata, 
before whom he was fummoned,had the 

' cafe fully reprefented to him, and his? 
deputy, as ufual, had the promife of a 
reward. - . ^ . 

* ■ 

Wh£N the parties appeared, and 
the witnefles were examined, the Mou- 
lab. refle&ed a*whiie, took down his 
. book, and gravely .opening it, told) 
them, the book declared, that the 
mafter ihould pay the true value of 
thofe. very goods that is, what the , 
freighters could prove by wi^neiles any 
one wouM ^give foi; them,* or what 

.¥oii*II. C they 



Digitized by Google 



[ It 3 

they wcK reaUji worth oa board of the 
Ikip, at the r^x^ monieoc the ma&er. 
was conllrained to throvrthem into the 

favre tho Ufea id his pa&agsr^^. d«ODg& 
whom wece t&e perlona who aow fuoi 
hkn for it. 

i 

The frdghttra tm out of court to 
fisui iimne£fes;« bus the judget. wha 
knew it obj^a oa which aay 

would, or could dare to appear, withr 
out further hefitation gave his written 
4eeiee in ]g»VQiir «f tbi»aafteit4 

The £ecoad caie wa^ before a j^ung 
Gzit at Smprna. A pocur man cl^kocd 
a houfe which a rich man had irfurped^ 
Thefi9imecbeMki9 deeds anddocumtiiB 
t». prcrre bn ^oght, bnc the hater iuul 
prayideda nombecof notne^ fia in^ 
vaiidate thsm^ and taiuppoct tbcisr 

«Vi- 
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evidence tke more eSedually, he pre- 
sented the Cadi with a bag containing 
five hundred ducats : the O^^/ received 
if. When k came to a hearing, the poor 
man told his llory^ produced his writ* 
iags, but wanted that moll efleA(ial 
and oqly valid proof, witneffes. 

The otheri provided ^itfi witneffes, 
laid his whole ilrefs; on them, and oil 
his adverlary's^defedb inlaW) who could 
produce none : he urged the Cadi 
therefore to give fentence in his favour, 

■ 

After- the moft prefling follicita- 
tions, the judge calmly drew out from 
under his fopha the bag of £ve hun- 
dred ducats, which the rich man had 
given him as a bribe i faying to him 
very gravely, You have been much 

miltaken in the fuit ^ for if the poor 
^ man could bring no witnefies in con- 

C 2 " firmation 
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iirmation of his right, I myfclf can 
produce at kaft £ve hundred he 
then threw him the bag with reproach 
and indignation, and decreed the houfe 
to the poor plaintiff. 

Such inftances may happen once in 
an age, and deferve to be tranfinitted 
to pofterity; and, indeed, it is fre* 
quently related by the Turks them- 
felves, as a moft extraordinary and un- 
common example. 

0 a < • • 
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CHAP. XI. 

Atnbaffadors.'^'Their Audiences. 

THE Turks have properly no 
idea of the law of nations*: they 
cpnfider theipieives .as the only nation 
' on earth, and regulate their whole 
conduct with others on pofitivc com- 
pad) fpontaneous concefTions^ or ufage 
and cuitom. 

Fo It £ I G N ambafiadors, therefore, 
have no other fecurity but written 
concefllons of which they have copies, 
or fuch privileges unwritten, as their 
predecefibrs made ufe of. 

No longer than about fifty years . 
ago, a Vizir, Jin Aly Pa/ha^ thought 
them only civil fpies, and was for re- 
moving the reiidence of fuch trouble*- 

» 

C 3, fomc- 
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iomt guefts to the Prince's-Ifland, 
hinc miks from Con£tantkiople. 

As the trading powers remote from 
the Turks have no reciprocal advan- 
tages to grant them, their ambafifadors 
in Turkey mufl fubmit to fuch terms 
as the government pleafes to grant; 
and it is more furprifing their capitu- 
lations or conceifions have been fo well 
obferved, than if they had been to- 
tally negle(^ed. 

s 

ft 

» < « 

Whsn there were only four ambaf- 
fadors and one refident in Turkey, the 
charader wa3 fupported with more^ 
dignity, and held in higher eiteem by 
the Turks. 

In is tr«e, thM. thf ir imthod 4>f Bv- 
ing was mt tks. fqctabl^ but yet 
i£cine4 the. beil calculated to cngagfi . 
6 refpeft 



re^e^i: and efteetSb They copied tfa^ 
fudnners <^ the great ^aen among tbk 
TwkA ; V4)liut2g rarely I, buc when the]^ 
diid» it was with all th^ pomp of Eaftera 
oftentation : they dreffedfor that day in 
the OQoifc itM»pcu(M0 staiiner^ ih»d their 
fcirvsaxs m their fieti Itviyits. i^ad five 
or ieireo led iMr^ lA^re only to 
crofs a narrow iireet; They never apt 
peared in the ftreets on common oc- 
cafions, not w*nt ovit from Pera> 
where their refidenee is, to Conftant^* 
nople, but with all the ambaiTadoriad 
pomp and fticw of reprefenting the 
perfon of a great monarch : if to vifit 
San<Sta Sophia, or if to fee a Biram^ it 
vas with written: cotrtmands farnifhed 
to them by the Porte, who took ca* 

M iiave them efcocted .and attende4 by 
^ruper officers : ia ihoct, an atobalT^- 
dor was thought by the J^ower Turks 
to be a different being from the others > 

C 4 ef 
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of his nation j he was feldom feen s and 
^htn he ihewed himfelf, he appeared to 
their eyes with the fpiendor. of the 
greateft officers in their own court. 

r 

WiTHi^i thefe thirty years, foreign 
minifters of the fecond order are inr 
creafed) and with the foifr ambafladon 
make up ten. 

Thb urgent defire the princes of 
Chriftendom have Ihewn to obtain the 
Grand Seignor's friendfliip at any rate, 
has greatly heightened the enormous 
vanity of the Porte ; and the increafed 
number of minifters has rendered the 
whole body lefs relpeclable in the eyes 
jof the people. 

If, perhaps, the fame maxims could 
have fubfifted, which had formerly 
been the rule of condud between the 
four ambafladors, the fame confe- 

, . quences 
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quences would have yet refulted ; but, 
however neceflary it may be, men ufed 
to freedom, and to living in their own 
way, cannot eafily fubmit to fuch con- 
ftraint j and, indeed, there arc few men 
who can fufiice to themfelves, or find 
a fui&cient fund of entertainment in 
their own minds. A tacit compad 
may exift for a few years between 
four, but it is almoft impoflible 
among ten : fo that, as difficult as it waa 
formerly to fee an ambaflador, you now 
'meet them, or thofe of the fecond 
rank, who the people have not learnt 
to diftinguiih from them, at every 
comer of the ftreets, and in every part 
of the city* They make no fcruple, 
at prefent, to vifit Armenian, Greek, 
or Jew, to run over to a Bifam^ or 
any publick fhew : fometimes they 
meet with an infult, which they conr 
ceal i often with a puih, which an in- 

■ iolent 
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folent Turk will crois die way to tsmt 
them with ^ and arc commonly followed 
with theepkheciGimryiiifidel^ the Turk- 
iih epithet of deteftation and coatempt* 

If on accideot of the graveft nature 
were to happen to them in Coailaatifio- 
pie, tliey can expeft little or no Ikus- 
faction ; for the Porte wofuld immedi-- * 
ately throw it oa their ow^ imprudence^ 
aod teU them plainly^ as* they have 
done on fuch occafions^ that amba^*^ 
dors Ihould not expofe themfelves in a 
crowds but have acquainted the Porte 
when they have buiinefg abroad^ aad 
then they would be properly lecwsed 
fyam iofidt. 

Inf this fituatIon> where publitk mi"^ 
niflers are admitted on llipulaited coi^ 
Prions aAd ^otSy caftcunary priidleges^ 
a^ eaiily withdrawn as granted^ it bx> 

hoves 
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hgyes them more particularly to JUve 
with great circumfpedion j to fupport 
dignity with the Turks», and jjiaintAjn 
decency and order in their families. 

' Wh E R E V E R this conduft is duly ob- 

■ 

ferved and praftifed, few inconvenien- 
cics have ever arifen in Turkey. With 
fucha deioeanpr the amba0a4orwiU 
find a fatisfadion in himfelf^cafe and or- 
der in his ^nuly, no K¥t\s amongit his 
doineftics^ no riocft aotd no infults; and 
CQnfeqiiently na compl^nt$ are made to 
himfcif, or to the Porte^ both of which 
will otherwife tgo frccjuently ha|)pen:. 
The Turka- have a home Jy proverb, 
which they have not improperly ap^ 
pijiedonitichoccaiio^s : they lay» the 
filh ftinks firf^ at the head j'' laeaiiin^ 
That if the fervant is diforderly, it i$ 
becaufe the mafter is fo. 

* • « ♦ m 
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Th. dignity and imporunc. aflUm-; 
cd by ambalTadors in their reprefenta* 
tive charadter was, for fome ages, it 
fhould feem, thought too much on a le^ 
vel with perfbnal fovereignty, to admit 
of a fixed refidence, or permanency at 
► any court* 

In thofe times, therefore, ambaila^ 
dors were fent only on very extraor- 
dinary, and temporary occafions ; as, 
on fettling fome immediate important 
point in conteft ; on a negotiation of 
marriages j or, more generally, on the 
conclufion of a long and bloody war ; 
probably, as a publiek mark of a fin*- 
cere reconciliation, > and as proper no^ 
tice to the fubjeds for their future coni^ 
dud:, authenticating the fecurity of 
their mutual intercourfe. 

The Turks rcligiouHy obferve this 
latter very ancient cuftom : ambaiTa-* 

dors 
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dors never appear reciprocally but af- 
ter a war ^ and wherever the frontier 
is removed by the events of that war, 
there the exchange of ambafTadors from 
the two courts is made. 

As foon as . the . ambaiiador paiTes 
on the Turkiih frontier, the Grand 
Seignor is confidered as his hoft, and 
the officer who receives him, ftiles him 
the Grand StignofsMufapbir^ his gueft ; 
ivhether it is by ancient cuftom amongft 
them» ^ remain of the general hoipitality 
of former timejs, or from the reipedt 
in which they hold the . office of am-: 
baflador \ or whether it be only a pa-f 
rade of the Grand Seignor's power 
and magnificence : . whatever be the 
motive, he is, however, immediately 
provided with every neceflary for his 
journey, or a considerable allowance 
given him in money, which is conti; 

nued 



nued duripg his ftay at Confltantt-r 
hople. 

* * 

t 

The ambaffador from a commcr- 
cial power claims the fame right, and 
enjoys it, though in a. icf:> degree his 
ftcccflarics^' fiotjwer, are fully fup- . 
pKcd : but as foon as thcjonrhey ends^ 
that emolument ceafcs. ■ ' " ' ' 

m ' • I 

I 

A ViziR Jgd is fent by the Porte 
to receive him on the frontier; aiid to 
ecttduS: him (kfe ^ his route is traced^ 
his refting-days in the feveral tpwn^ 
arc nxed, as alfo the Thaym^ or allow- 
ance, he is to have for his fubuftence, 
and tiie number of horfes and c^trts al-* 
lotted for his ferrants and baggage : he 
is treated with refpcd and diitinction^ . 
and as well provided as the road will 
afford : the feveral diftrids of the 
coutttrf furnifh the cxpence, and it 
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19 p»Sed at the tfCftfury in tfac trtkle 

Th& countries through iviitek the* 
Clirktiftfi mmiOrers pdh^ are generallf 
gainers by it : for if one dollar is nc- 
ceflary to defray their expence, in add- 
iiig jMiother as a regale to the Fizir^ 
J^a^ they obtaia from him a receipt 
jhr fowj which they pafs to the Grand 
Seignor as really paid. • 

It is worth reHiarking with what 
incredible precaution, politenefs, and 
hmtf, the commiflary, or Vizt'Aga^ 
treats the Turks in the cOurfe of this 
journey j but when he coines amon^ 
. the Bufgariair Chriftians, if the ambaf* 
fedor docs nor interfere, he will not re- 
ftrain hnnfclf from ufing thtm with the 
cmeHcft oppreffion and indignity. 



Thb 
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' Thb flattering prorpe£k with which 
an acnbalTador is iflued into the 0)*and - 
Setgnor's territories, gives him not only 
the hopes of a continuance, but of an 
agreeable reception and refidence^near 
the throne of the prince* . 

When he arrives^ he is welcomed, 

by a meffage from the Vizir, flattered. 

« 

and careffed by a number of Greeks, 
Armenians, and Jewiih dependants, 
with a fervility the loweft and bafeit, 
and mbft difgufting, . • . 

The iirft opening of his funftion is 
to the Vizir : they both feat themfelves, 
the ambaiTador on a ftool, the Vizir 
on the corner of his fofa ; mutual civi- 
lities pafs between them, without any 
variation in language fince the empire 
began. He is told, that as long as his 
mailer obferves the laws of friendlhip 

* 

with 
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with thqm^ the Graiid Seignot will con, 
refpond.'' The honours of the Caft(m$ 
fwe.ctmeats> coffee, Iberbet, per- 
fume, are prefented to him but when 
he departs they clap their hands, hifs him 
Out of the room, and two officers who 
attend him, one on each fide, attempt 
at half-way, to make him turn and fa- 
lute the Vizir, who never ftirs off of 
his corner : he who forgbts his cha- 
rader may be furprifed into it ; but he 
who does not, keeps on his pace, ,and 
drives on his leaders. 

On an occafion that offered of ad^ 

. juiting the ceremonial with an ambaf* 
fador who thought himfelf offended, 
this ufage was redreffed, and it is to 

be hoped continues no longer. 




may Ihock the delicacy of a man 




How greatly foever fuch indecency 
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jealous of ius mafter's dignity , he ha* 
^ much more humiliating fcene toga 
through, at bis audience of the Grand 
Seignor* 

The time appointed for the ami3af-' 
fador to be over the water ^ is the niorn- 
ing» at the break of day : on his land^ 
ing he is received by the Cbiawc Pajbis 
or marfhal of the court, in a houfe 
deftined for that purpofe, the ftairs 
of which are no better tlian a la4r 
der, and the room fit rather for the 
reception of a Polilh Jew than for a 
man of his dignity. 

Often, and indeed generally, the 
Cbiam Pajhi is not there at the ambaf-- 
Odor's arrival \ but the common ex- 

♦ His houie is in the fiibuA of Pera, fepa- 

rated from Conftantinople by a fmall bay or 
cxeek of the Bofphonts \ k is port for ihip* 
ping : this he moA pais whenerer he comes 

into the city. 
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•tufd is, t))athe"- fe deUihVi iA tht 
•mofehee at his players. 

■ Whsn the Bt& civilities are palled 
ovet, an infinuatidh is made to mt 
ftmbjfiQ^or, thatMft Hivft expeft ^ 
€^Mx Pajbi will dde at his right harid» 
This part of the ceremonial^ loi>g cbh*^ 
tefted) but never given up by the 
Turks, except only when they have beea 

the fdle refou^ccf of j^i^ot^fling ; all otlk^ 
^ppofition is in vain ; he, howover^ in^ 
f]A35 that a gentleman of his retinut 
flmll ride at his left. With whatever 
feeming reludlance they admit this 
^iaini, if urged withrptoper reft^tioti it 
iucceeds^ It has indeed been oltenpro^ 
du^live of ferious' conteiftatiori and: di^ 
order in the march ; and fometimes al^ 

moft of a fufpenfion- of the audience.- 

■ ' . • • • 
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' After waiting fome tiin€:ia tiut mi* . 
ferable chambei: at the water-iide^ the 
Vizir's command arrives to let them 

knpw, that he is ready to depart ffom 
jdi^ Porte to the Ser^lio. The cavaK 
cade then^begins^ and inarches in ftate 
to :thp. Vizir's door, where, whether 
it rains, hails, or fnows^ the ambalTa- , 
dor muft remain on horfeback in the 
ftreet to fee J^s pomp, and to falute 
his.jbighnefs and his whole court, as they 
pafs;by. . When^they are near, the gate 
of the Seraglio, the ambaflador's train 
advances (lowly : on his arrival, he Ends 
the Vizir feated in the divan<hamber* . 

• In ^ the middle of this chamber an 
old fquare (tool is prepared for the atnr 
.baflador ^ and he is there fixed, if the 
ftool can fupport him, at leaft for two 
hours, hearing the decifion of caufes 
he does not underiland i tho' if it be a 
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pay-day for the Janifaries and Spahis, 
and this the Turks generally chufe, 
he is entertained with feeing* about two 
thoufand four hundred yellow bags 
of money told out and diftributed; 
and this lafts- at leaft twice two* 
hours I fo that in a cold day, without 
si fur, his very vitals may freeze ; and 
att any time the fpine of his back muft 
fuffer cruelly, for he has nothing to 
lean againft to fupport or eafe it. . 

' After this part of the fcene is over 
a new one fucceeds : the dinner is ferv- 
€d; the ambaffador fits on his ftool, 
the Vizir on his elevated fopha ^ a 
round table is brought between them, 
at each fide of which is placed a hand- 
kerchief folded up to wipfe the mouth 
and hands \ fifty diflies, fucceeding 
each other, every half minute, come 
in like a torrent i a head-fervant ftahds 

D 3 pear 
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near the ambafiadof with hh ^rins, 
bares hiso&ce ia to tear a fowl ia 
piece^i and to lay the choiceft mor« 
Ipk of it before them, all ishich. 
he performs with his fingers^i he com^'. 
inends without cealiog the excellenc. 
4inaer, whilil: thp Vizir prelTes . his 
gueft to eat) andt peiiiiap^, pqt^rs into. 
fjp,miliar. converfation with hitn ; and: 
at the laft, to crown the repaft, one 
draught of fhffbpt is fefved. 

The* Grand Scigpor all ttie while 
peeps through 9t dark window to fee 

the whole enLeitaininentj and as foon as 

it is Qver retires to his. audience-room. . 

• ft 

. Th£ Gkiaux Pajbi eiiters with his 
T(dkij^ or order in writing, to the 
Vizir, to tell him^^ that the monarch 
is on his throne : receives it with 
4ie utnoftfubmiiSon, iirft touches hi$ 

* 

I fore- 
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forehead mth it^ then kii&s it, and hav-^ 
ing read it, puts it into his brcaft, and 
ikparts. : 

. After his departure, the ambaffa-' 
dot is told he muft crofs the court- 
yamd to go to the audience : lie is 
coled by the Chiaux Pa^s with all hia 
oncers and attendants ^richly clad. 

But he does not immediately entep 
the audience-room ^ he is ftopt in the 
court-yard, where, under a tree, by 
way of bench, is a (ingle old board, 
en which, at other times, grooms^ 
hoftlers, and fcullions lie to fun thera- 
felves, though it fometimes ferves them 
for lefs decent purpofes : on this, that 
he fhould not wait too long itanding, 
they delire him to fit until he is vefted 
with the Caftan. They do not exa- 
mine whether this bench is wet or 
' - D 4 dry, 
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*2lry,* 'ckzn ' or dirty,* nbr whether it 
rains or fnows. As foon as the cere- 
jnony of vefting is over, two, Capigts 
Fa/his feize him by the llioulders, and 
c6ndi36b^ him in. He finds the.mo^ 
narch at one corner pkced on bis fo^ 
pha, higher by much than cominon^ 
and covered with a canopy ; his legs 
rather pending : at his fide lies a rich 
fword, and fome regalia. He eyes the 
ambafiador aikew, hears hrs harangue, 
which, were it fpoken with the elo- 
quence of Cicero, would gain little 
attention : nor does it import in what 
language it is pronounced ; for the real 
one is given in to the Vizir before, 
trandated by the Drugoman, or inter- 
preter of the Porte 5 who, after the 
^mbalTador has done, repeats it ex- 
temporei in the Turkilh language, to 
the Grwid Seignor, 
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The monarch fpcaks a few words to 
the- Vizir, who advances towards the 
middle of the room, and anfwers the 
ambafT^uior in their ufual common* 
place langujige : this the interpreter 
explains, and thus the audience finilhes, 
and liic ambalTador is difn^iiTed. 

» 4 • * » 

ApTXft all is over, he expefts to be 
delivered from the tedioufiiefs of that 
day, and without further obftacle^ to 
mount his horfe, and be gone : he mounts, 
it is true ; but in the fecond quadrangle 
o( the Seraglio, he is Hopped, and 
obliged to wait on horfeback under a 
tree, until the Vizir paffes before him 
on return homes ^^d then he is iuf- 
fered to depart, 

' Personal vanity, or national pride, 
tias not permitted Chriiitian writers to 
fet this ceremonial in its true light % 

nay. 
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aay» fome ambafladors hayc been for 
ipftening and palUating the w.orft of 
its indecorum* They haw gone Co far 
a» even to prptendy that the preients 
tbey carryt aotl which they are obliged 
%0 give at eyejiy audience, refledt ho- 
nour on jthennrelve?. as the givers, bm 
not on the Turks as receivers. 

m " 

WijQEvia .13 aeqyaioted with thfe 
Oriental pra(3;jee, and knQW3 the oftcnr* 

' t^tion, pride, and haughtipcfs of Turk-f 

ifli government, nnift know that they 

look upon, and con0(^ fuch prefents 
a^ual tributes. 

There is one of their neighbouring 
courts who have taken it in a true, 
and a becoming fenfe ; and ftipulated 
in tiieir treaties, that prefents ihall be 
reciprocal, that they ihall be exchanged^ 
but not infolcntly e:ia6led. 

. . We 



Digitized 



I 



[ 4a. } 

We 'tfizy be furprized that other - 

coprts have not followed this pxaco:-^ 

pie \ but what appears more furprizing, 

is, lhat v^ry court never took into fe- 

rious confideration the fiatyrp of the, 
• • 

ceremonial, and the indecent ufage of 
their reprefentatives. It is furely^ 
ftrange that the Imperial court. fhoul(^. 
have neglef^ed it at the treaty of FaA- 
farowitz, fince they then thought, ic^ 
expedient to make it an exprefs article> 
" that thcur ambafiadors (hould appear 
*^ at thefe audiences in what drefs they 
pleafed/* For before that time 
they were obliged to ufe the Turkiflx 
habit. They moft certainly were not 
informed of all the mortifying parti- 
culars I have related) or they chofe to 
pafs over with contempt, what might 
appear to them only the vain oftenta- 
tion of a Turkifl^ court. 

I MUST 
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* I MUST, however, obfcrvc, that ex- 
cept the mortifications which attend 
an audience, it may on the whole be 

« 

iaid, that if ambaflfadors are not in- 
cumbered with difagrceable bufihefs, 
fuch as may interfere with the intereib. 
of Turkilh individuals, or of the Porte 
in general, they may Irve in Turkey 
with great dignity, cafe, and ^fa«if* 
fadiom 
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CHAP. XII. . ? 

M/cellaneous obfervatims on the manneirs 

of the Turks. 

IT may be a queftion, whether men, - 
before they aiTembled together inu> 
cities, or formed focieties within the 
enclofure of towns, - were not more 
pure and undefiled in their maimers, 
and endowed with greater reditude of 
mqrals. We have reafon to think they . 
were,from the hiftory of mankind ; and 
our own obfervations will generally 
confirm us in the opinion. - - 

. • • • • 
The more /men are. together, .the 
more their : wants increafe, the more 
their paffions are exalted ; ' and they 
feek every means to fupply the one, . 
aad fatisfy the other. 

• ft 
Hbncb 
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H£NC£, I once concluded, wtofe 
the difference between the city and 

.the ruftick Turk : the former, artful 
and defigning j the latter, open and fim- 
pie, though equally with the other af- 

efe^ng an air of contempt 9nd baciE^ 
wardneis in their fervices toWarcis 

tChriftiansj the refult, I fuppofe, d£ 

•education and religion. 

f ' ' ^ 

\ From this appearance I was tempt'^ 
-ed tQ enquire as diligently as IcouMi. 
^whether the Turks, living in feparate 
hamlets, unconnefted and unmixed 
with Greek^i Armeniinsv amd Jews, 
were more virtuous and honeil: than 
'in cities and villages, where all thefe 
^religions were profefled, and the diaf* 
fereni: &ds herding indifcdmina€efy to^ 
rgatho-, made, as it wer^ bttt one peopMi 
I put the queftion to ieveral, withoutrob^ 
taining a fatisfadory anfwer : at Jlength 

the 
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the fame Effendu with whom I con- 
verfed concerning the Koran^ who was. 
a native of Bofnia, had lived k>ng ift 
his own country, and who feemed al<« 
ways to think freely in matters of reli-* 
gion, anfwered me, that they fcarce 
knew in a mere Turkifh village, what 
trick, deceit, of roguery, were amongft 
each other ; that having obferved and 
compared the difference between thern^ 
and the villages in which Turks and 
Greeks were mixed, he found by un- 
doubted obfetyatioQ, that the^ latter 
tainted the whole community i that 
they taught the Turks to deceive, ta 
embroil their own families, feduced 
them into procefles and law-fuits, in- 
fpired the Cadi of the diftrid with the 
iult of gain, and, that they might haver 
his protedion, became his inftru- 
mcnis ia the iniquiCQUS means of ac- 
quiring it. 
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. IfE ftddcd, that lathing could formlh 
better examples, or more illuftrate the 
fubjedj than the manners of the Turco- 
men, bands of whom are itinerant 
through Afia, like the ancient patri-. 
archs, and amongft whom fraud and 
deceit are almofl: unknown 5 but yet if 
they happen to mix with the Armenia 
ans or Jews m villages or towns, they^ 
become as confummately artful as anji^ 
of them \ but then they feldom dare 
return to their own community. 

m 

^ BvT how plaufible foever this may 
feem, I fhould think, on farther reflexi,- 
oft aftd better acquaintance with Turk- 
Ifh manners, jufter caufes may be af- 
figned for their depravity ; becaufe 
where men are expofed by a corrupt 
adminiftration of juftice, or otherwife, 
to op{>reffibn, felf-dcfence and necef- 
fity will ceach them cunning and de-' 
ceit, without other inftrudors. 
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He muft be the righteous C^if of 
Smyrna, who will not follicit bribes, 
nor foment litigation, and excite law* 
fuits, fmce by thefe means he acquires 
wealth almoft without a rifquej and 
he muft be a moft righteous Pajha^ 
indeed^ who, • in traverfing a country, 
will not plunder for liimfelf in every, 
town and village thro' which he palTes,' 
under the pretence of taking his duej or 
who will hinder his retinue and depen- 
dants from plundering in like manner. 
As therefore the people cannot prevent 
the one or the othei: by . force, they 
will, naturally exert their whole facul-. 
ties to efcape opprelHon ^ but lies, hy-. 
pocrify^andevafion^are their only inftru- 
meots.of defence. Habituated to this, 
from one«ftep they eafily take the otiier, 
and extend it thro', all -th^ir dealings : 
thus the tyranny and the example of their 
fuperiprs muft be allowed to contri- 

' iVoL. II. E bute 



bute greatly CO their degeacnce mm* 

4 

The cbMge$ of Pajhas {torn om 
government to the other, fometimes 
ffom the ODiififies of Perfia to. the 
<;ofi6fies of £iif ope> is one o£ the 
g^eat gjrievances^ aod^ icuked^ almofk 
the greateft the fubjeda fu&r uncki 
.Df hat may properly be called miniftrfr 
or goveniflQieiit ktTuf key ; fioraldioif^hk 
a Pafiuf on this occa&on a liaiiied to M' 
attowaace^ whkk the couAtiy ^niibet 
from each difkrift, in the iame manner^ 
aed with the fame indemnificadon, m 
they defray the journey of an imhaSi^ 
dor; aiid tditt the orders of die S«dtm 
0icii£kly prohibit any fartherexafHioflS yycM 
i£ he finds aa e£fe£i;ual venal proce&ion^ 
at tbe Porte, or that the intenor of th^ 
Seraglio has the power, and are fufflcik 

tody comspt t»ihare in hm emmms^ 
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U give^ liiti6 to the &vei 

reign's orders, of to Ms liipuiatei 
Thaym or allowance; but regardkis - 
tetK^r ihey are Turks, Chi^idians, or 
jew§, ^hd ite tKe prc^ bf his fkpzdtf; 
hti draifid the veiy vitals of £fie <^uni 
fa^, ffoih the beginning df his journey • 

t6 the fend, and plunders without 

«. . ^ ■» . , »f 

filiflj6n of femorfe. 

' For ^ jr^Afs, diifing tKe power o^ 
Bechir the Black Kifiar-4gd v/hd vf d 
executed in Ail tan Macliniut's reign 
this evil bee a me enormoiis j every jT^-' 
itrdVfe fd be his creitufe, arici cohti- 
hually gave Kirii, or his dS^endan^, 
' large fums ior their fupport and pro- 
tection. Commit wiiat outrage" he 
pie'afed, it was iri vain for the inliat)!- 
tants of thofe diftridts through whTcA 
lie paried^ to cry out againft hlml^r to 
cotoie in baiidsf witfi Az Mabzars^ or 

£ 2 gene- 
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general reprefentations of their grier-^ 
ances to the Grand Seignor* 

a 

If they delivered their complaints 
to the Porte, the Vizir dared not lay 
ihem before the Sultan, dreading exile^ 
or worle : if prefented to the Sultan in 
his way to the mofchee, it was either 
received from the complainants by the 
Black Kiflar-Jgay or immediately put 
into his hands and fupprefled* The 
proceeding of the miniftry on thefe 
occafions was to tire out the complain^ 
ants with delays, and then exhort them 
to return home, and truft to the Vizir . 
ibr fatisfadion and redreis. 

After the execution of this Blacky 
the Grand Seignor fent out the thun- 
der of his commands, with threats of 
difgrace and puniQiment againft all- 
Bafoas guilty of rapine, prohibiting it 

6 for 
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for the future, enjoining them at the 
fame time to give no prefents to his 
minifters \ for that, he founds was the 
pretence under which their rapine was 
cxercifed., - 

Thb esiH ceafed for a time ; k never 
continues in one Ibte, but; ebbs .and 
flows, and fliifts according to the ve- 
nation of power in men about die 
Sulun, who may fometimes oblige it 
to intermit, like the paroxyfms . of a 
fever ; but his politico-medical abilities 
are not fuffident to put an cffedual 
flop to th€ return^ . ' 

■ 

Notwithstanding . the gener^ 
abufe of power, the venality and the 
Qther defe^ which, may be found ia 
ti>s Turkifli government, their interior 
policy, or provifion for the lecurjty of 
individuals, is excellent, ^nd wortJiy. 
<pf imitation. 



^Bpm TO^Sft ^^^i fef jtjjji tjgjg 

iecure as their houies ; the whole ems 
pire, efpecially through the high roads^ 
may .be ahvays uay^st^ wi(h the ui> 
iDfiift &££ty4 and> confidcring the coa- 
tinual rua qf pafiengei;$» is wonder- 
ful the very few uagical ascjdents which 
hapBen 5 not one, perhaps, in i8*e««| 
](ears. 

. Tjjis fecpritypoffiblyrogybe fQund- 
ed on the fame principle on which our 
diviiions of hundredths and tythings 
wepe inftituted. 

\ For, in like manner, the whole 
Tufkifh empire is divided into diffe- 
rent diftridls of country, which are 
anfpyerable for every robbery or mur- 
der 
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<kr committed within its limits ; thef 
arc therefore vigilant to prevent eii^nji^ 
as the^ foon feel the weight of a ie-- 
vere and fummary juftice : for on the 

Icaft pretence, a great officer of th? 
PoFte is immediately difpatched to take 
their examination ; the diilridt pays the 
«xp€in06 of this iaqufift» whether they 
^cyjpatff thmfeives or not ; nor docs 
depart, until he takes with him air 
moft t|ieir laft farthing. 

The meaner Turks, however, muj| 
have fome motive fuperior to that of 
fear to reftrain them ^ for the country 
is (o vaity and the roads are ia epen» 
from one e^treaii^ of the empire t» 
(he other, that they might rob and 
murder with impunity^ and fave themr 
felves in fome diftant pronnce, im^ 
withftanding every hiunan precaution 

to prevent it. . 

. . . • ' ^ 

£ 4 I HAVE 
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I HAVE known a Franc in his own 
drefs, who travelled alone round the 
camp of a Turkifh army aflembling for 
thePerfian war, and pafTed throMt, with- 
out being aiked a queftion, or receiving 
the leaii; interruption in his journey. 

* WnETH £ R tl^e Turks look on* ikaU 
ing with difdain^ as a bafenefs unwor* 
thy of human nature j or whether they 
do indeed fear .the laws, which, how^ 
<?vcr, arc not viery fcvcre ; houfe-break* 
.ing, or pilfering, by Turks fcarce ever 
happens in Conftantinople, 

' In that city the Bulgarians are thofe 
moll to be apprehended ^ they are ge* 
nerally the thieves ; but yet you may 
-Kve there with fecurity, and yoor doora 
renoain almoit continually open* 

The Greeks feldom rob t|iing 
confiderable > but their fingers are as 

* 

nim- 
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nimble as their genius is iprightly : they 
will pilfer. Every little, they fay, ac- 
cumulates until it becomes a heap ^ and 
that little is fcarce tnified, or, if mifled, 
is not an objed worth enquiring after. 
In general, however^ many of t|ie 
Ifland-Greeks are fober and honeft, 
except with their tongues; for they 
^ill fay and unfay, invent and tergi- 
Vcriatc, with , marvellous proniptnefi 
knd fluency, 

♦ 

Bi&TH does not recommend to great 

pfiices in Turkey ; merit and abilities 

may exalt the cpttagef tp the higheft 
.pificc of thf empire, . 

* ft 

, The Turks do not chink thjtt blood 
pan convey ^ithcr the liune faculties of 
the mind) or the fa^ie moral qualities 

« 

from the anceftor to the fuccefforj 
but they believe that virtue, wifdom, 

cou- 
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eoivagea richc^^.in ihort^ eveiy diftri^ 
bution of gifts and talents, and all the 
different ranks and orders of m^n, are 
decreed and allotted by the Supreme 
Being to the digerent individuals of 
ibpiety, without any regard to particur 
laf fatnijies ^ fp that cvpn \t^^ dfir 
fcepdanfs of their projphet^^ who are 
very numerous, reniaia generally in 
the loweit and moft abje^ ftat^ en- 
joying pnly fome trifling privileges, 
which can never influence their for* . 
tune* . . 

■ • 

I OBSERVED, however, that ibme fa^ 
nulies are refpe6i:ed by the people, 
merely for die merit of their ancef- 
^ tors. One, indeed, the defcendant of 
Ibrahim Kan, is particulariy diflin- 
gui&ed by all ranks ; and fome pretenc^ 

that he is vifited twice a year by the 

5ulua himfelf. 
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iBftASiM tyas V»|r to Nlahpnipf IL 

9ver iqto to cl^afti^e fever^ P>^ij)ff 8 
?y|ipi had revpjfgd from hirp, Hg wa^s 
ft9ppc4 jfi .his i«turn from th^t ejfpcr 
dkipn by irnpp/l9r, wHp pretpn^f^ 
to Muftaph^. thg {gt^ cj( :^m^ 

j^ft jtUk^ IB thelitis ^ie^ T^r 

owjrljpe. This impoftor wa§ hefjegjog 
the ci0 pf Nicea in MfMm, V'Hffft . 
j^^H^niet attacked aod t^am^ him s 
&im after, wa$ tfti^en iU of 4 4)r» 
fcotefjr, 4n4 fiipd. His iaa Am^mk 

r 

yf^s thep in Europe warring agajnft the 
$i)|gaj4aB9. Jn t^>§ cri^ip^l ^tU^liQli* 
the Yi?w Ibrahioa coofey^ aidvi^e tfi 

CQfi9§4e4 ij: for-fy-pqe ^ftys frpna ihf 
JtnoTjvrlpdge of the zr-mj : public bufi- 
^efs went on as if w^s ii^ye, tUi 
^murath arrived. ■ 
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For Ais important Terviec, Ibra- 
him had the title of Kan^* alcnoft equi^- 
vaient to that of king, conferred on 
him, with many honours and large 
emoluments j all of which were con- 
firmed to him and his defcendants by 
Solyman Canauni, or the Lawgiver, 
commonly called * the Magnificent; 
This family bears the name of Ibrahim 
Kan Oglu: they have built and en- 
dowed an incredible number of reli- 
gious houfes, and public Khans for 
the reception of travellers, of which 
chey are perpetual infpedors and dir 
re£lors. They are, in like manner as 
the Sultan himfelf, exempt from mix- 
ing blood by marriage with .any other 
family, and only have concubines; 
^ They can refufe to accept any office 
in the adminift ration and I have been 
told, that they have the only hereditary 
title in the empire, thatt)f Great Huntf-t 
man, or Great Falconer. 
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Amongst the defcendants of Vizirs, 
the Kiuporli family, of whc^ there 
are few remaining ; and in the law, 
that of DamaS'Zade, whofe anceftor 
was the firit M^^fti after the uking of 
Conftantinople ^ are both infinitely ref- 
peded by the people* 

* 

' In general, I think to have feen^ that 
die people pay regard to the defcead- 
ants of Pajhasy or of confiderable 
Effendis: perhaps the attention Ihewn 
them, may be. in proportion to their 
ircaith and connedions, or their pub- 
lick donations* 

1 ■ • f 

. But what is certain, and feems an 
cffential mark of diftindtion, is, that 
any man in the empire who mairies a 
lady . defcended from a Pajba^ or an 

eminent perfon in the law, or, indeed, 

• » * 

of any other profeilion^ mufl contept 

him- 
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hhhftif Withdtit any other vtrlfd » rtor 
he ditt have a concubine ki the 
fame houft. I have feeri it carried far- 
ther by a Vizir wh6 was thus fnirried ; 
fot fboxigh he had his concubines ouf 
of the houfe, he was orbliged t6 con- 
ceal it very carefully from his lady. 

Tbs Turki are ftrong in their pa-^ 
rental alS^ions, and the children le^' 
ciprocal in their obedience, fubmiflkJn, 
mA filial: dttey > fnch educfldon ie«li^ 
fkeita CO match feemmg modefty yndi 
thieir fup^riofs, and the youn^ men t0 
great veneration towards the old. Per^ 
haps this, with their total, and very early 
fep^atidn from women. Has irifufed that 
f€i!)arkabk baAifuhefr in their befaavi«» 
eor towards thorn, and bccafions tkM 
fefp«& with which they treat the feai^ 

A MAN» meeting a woman in the 
ftreets, turns his head ffom her, is if it 

were 
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i«^€re forbidden to look on her : diey 
feem to deteft an impudent woman^ 
ihtu and avoid her,r 

■ V 

'Any one, therefore, among theChrif* 
tiaiis, who may have difccrffions or 
altercations with Turks^ if he has a 
woman of fpirit^ » virago Ibr hk 
wife, fets her to rout and brow-beat 
; aixd .by ihk meaR& mt uafre- 
(j^endy gains his poiniw 

'. The highejCt difgrace and fliame 
•would attend a Turk who fhouid rsriWy 
lift -his hand againfl a woman } all he- 
can venture to do, is to,treat her witk 

harib and contemptuous .woids, or ta 

go off. . . 

Thb fex lay fiich ftrels on this pii-- 
Vilege, that they are frcquentff apt ta 

wdoige their paffion to excefs, t6 be 
fiwft unrcafortabfe itt tiicir claims, ind 

* Tio^ 
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violent and irregukr in die {rurfuitsf- 
them. They will importune) teaze, aiud: 
infulc a judge on the bench i or eyen; 
the Vizir at his divan : the oiEcers of 
juftice do not know how to relent tHeir 
turbulence : and it is a general obfer^: 
vadon, that to get well rid of them^^ 
tiKy often give them their caufe. 

» 

% 

A R£MARK.ABL£ fcene was aded 
by the women at the acceffion of fultaa 
Muftapha* 

His Vtzif, Regib Mehcmet Pallia, 
who, towards the end of the preceding 
. reign, had found hinifclf unliable in 
his poft, and who expefted dally by 
the internal intrigues of the Seraglio 
to be depofed, negledted to ptovidb, 
;he necefTary fupply o£ corn ^nd rice 
for the yearly confumption of the city,, 
tho' an elTential part of his duty j the- 
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jiublick granaries were almoft eippty) 
and lefs rice than ufual had been import- 
ed : however, contrarf . to his expe^a** 
tion, he found himfelf iavefted with full 
power by the new Sultan^ and rendered 
abfolute ; but then it was too late in the 
feafqn for him to introduce plenty. Bread 
mixed up with oatS, barley, niiliec 
and fand, was dear and fcarce^and rice 
hardly to be bough; at any price. 

* r 

In this diftrefs, the men bore their 
Want with paffive and fallen difcontent ; 
but the women, impatient and daring, . 
afiembled in z confiderable body, and 
with hammers, chiflels, and files, at- 
tacked the magazines, where they 
pretended rice was in great quantities 
monopolized. No oppofition could ftop 
them i and whilft the publick officers 
were p'erplexed what party to take, 
they broke open locks, bars, and 

YoL. IL F bolts. 
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bolts, entered the maguiaest. toofi: 
#ith them ftkjli Quantities as they could 
HM-Hty off, and wny unnoMtod* 

NoNjs of tke^b legale; tk)tff$ 
«i^er puntihed^ «s ftr m we knew i and 
if you %oke ^ a gravv Tudt about 
diem* he would tell you wit^ . a ibeeiv 
k itva& only a inucitiy <^ turbukfiC ttvo- 
iricn« .... . , 

i HAWK hcai»]^kjay0md'b]F« f>ei^ 
of gr^c veracity, who luul ^wd fw 
ibme years in a Sultan'^ Harm o£ 

ily^ blood-rc^al, that it was impoilible 
for women to behave with more de^ 
cency and modefty than the Turkifh* 
ladies did,, and that they treated eacJ^ 
other -with the^^reatefi: .politenefs. 

■ r 

in iamilies of the highor <^a6, wh«r ; 
educauon is max i^mitiod^ iji4Kue r^eafib- 
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MgsVi tbsir^wn language, oc tbc^ A^ 
bian» is probably cukwateid.;. ptesepts 
of virtue and morality, of gentle de- 
.meatior and mod bv^ms^ ebaftttsr of 

md rentier, th«m wwiW^i, W 

' But, iii general, it is ^noiva th^ 

women who an hid or prefeotistji 

:t» vthcir great men, <iiiher for wivos or 

concubines, have tliei^ pf iee ai^d i«luf? 
regulated not only according to the 

.teaut'y pr form of tlic jpjsrfpfl, bjii: ac- 
,eordtng 10 thoft ajcqyired grades, 
jarQ&ial tdkirenaen^. ¥rhii:h ,^^ hm» 
;iadttih-i&u%^ bmk taught ; 
.always fach qguy /aoyg^yiie to 
•aod inBacne the pdlTiQo^. .iBep(;e tl^ 
ttach them v-oesl ^4 inftrurn?ntgl 
dBBiic} ficctttn .pfosMar ^oSEAcitHU! ^ 

Fa xo 
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ta a modeft ipe6i:ator would ^pear 
. rather indecent. 

• ♦ 

Facts, by which we can- be tho- 
roughly afTured of the female charac* 
teriftic in Turkey, are difficult to come 
at ; accident may throw them in our 
way : one fell in mine, which, if it did 
not feem to fuggeft too uncharitable 
and ungenerous a way of thinking, 
might lead us tt^ judge of the whole: 
' Crimite ab uno difce omnes^ 

* 

The Harems of great men, that is, 
all the ladies, apd^ their attendants, 
are in the fummer feafon . frequently 
permitted to walk abroad an airing on 
fpot, either in the iields on the borders 
of the Bofphorus, or other fuck pub- 
lic places : thefe parties generally con- 
lift of twenty or thirty, and fometimes^ 
of forty or fifty women, according to 

' the- 
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tJie opulence of the .matter j and tKej^ 
are- always attended by the guardians 
of their chaiiicy the Black Eunuchs. 

It i3 common with the Francs or 
Chriftian foreigners to pafs over to the 
Aliatic fide of the Bofphorus for ari 
evening's recreation. Two of them 
went thither as ufual with ladies, attend- 
ed by Janizaries and fervants. As they 
were returning Ilowiy, they heard a con- 
fufed nolfe of female voices following 
them. Their curiofity prompted them 
to fee, as well as hear : they turned 
Ihort, and flopped. They found thefe 
voices proceeded from two HaremSy 
compofed of near forty women : their 
faithful watchmen the Blacks attended 
on each fide, guarding them, though 
at fome diftance. One of the fpefta- 
tors ftood longer, and with more ear- 
DicJftnefs to contemplate their figure and 

F 3 ' beha- 
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ittfriier SToid than approAcb km* 

was ttiiftaken ; for m a fuGl<ien, he 
found himfelf fcized by a feeming 
dapper bri(k girl, £o\kmed by fhe 
whole bftRdi wh^ &rft afc€«fting hkn 

♦fter witli footliing aod tender expref- 
jions, attempted to unravel the myftery 
of iiis whole drds. 

. The force of the conflid, and the 
Irmy of females about him, left him 
bat the iifigle fefource of laughter and 
ftruggles : he could not debarrais him* 
lelf from fach numerous^ determined 
affailants by threats nor intreatiesi nor 
vanquifli the yehen\ence of their curio* 
|5ty, by reprefendng the fhame to 
which they- expoied themfelves^ by a 
behaviour fo ^rolly and. fo publickly 
indecent. 

* * 

An 
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ieiiie:.d4|bcic^ a& k were ia aj^Kig^ 
His Mahoni^taa hai](ifuJ9e& WQ»^^ 
permit him to adyancc t(war4s wor 

.vmilci he tuvve dauv4 19 
k^i his oatkena : aU h^ v«ij^uf«4 

«ycl«fn »|^Bi| them 

IfiUog them (h^y ^« gufir^i^AS 

|)rofticutes,.f»chw t^ia ^ 4Pe4# 
wms«i urging them tp tj^ert thffl%- 
iislves to fr€? the mftii froip fucJi i«vr 
{)oitunate vjatetoa-r-rT-M in frain* 

' A TornvQ imm of i3w company, a 
Ibrei^er, either envykg the oi^i^ 
OF prompted by oompafllon at fedng 
his untoward fituation, boldly ad- 
vanced i and as he /poke niore Turkiih 
fhan the |«ribn engaged, began «x oift- 

F 4 poftulate 
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poi^ulate with thqm, Ibmetiines with 9 
fmile, and fotnetimes with a frowa. 
Whether his countenance, his form, or 
his greater youth, were more attrac- 
tive, they at once quitted hold of their 
iirft prey, flew on him with eager and 
inquifitive hands, and whiift he under*- ' 
went the fame treatment, gave the other 
time to reach his boat. The youth, 
robuft and active, difengaged himfelf 
after much ftruggling, and at length 
with difficulty faVed himfelf by flight j 
happy not to have tjeei) quite flripped, 
and to have been able to join the comr 
pany with decent covering, 

, I MUST add, as the general opioion, 
and what I have always h?ard, that 
the Turljiih ladies in general are ra- 
ther immpdeft and libidinous. Thip 

ff 

may pofiibly be applied with fome juf. 
tice to thoie women who are fold, oj 

pre- 
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pvcipntQ4 to the great and tlie oput; 

Heuce a irefledion occurred to me, 

which I have often made to fenfi- 

ble Roman Catholicks in their owa 
♦ • ♦ » * 

country, that a convent education for 
young ladies deftined to ad: a focial 
part, and live amongil mankind, is 
improper and dangerous. 

They are kept up reclufe, debar- 
red the converfe of men, until they 

. « . . ... 

are almoft nubile : if they drop a word 
concerning them, it is reckoned inde- 
cent, and draws on them the. frown of 
their luperior ; even to think there is 
a fex different from their own, is almoft 
criminal ; in fl:iort, every natural fenti- 
ment muft be fuppreflcd, 

Thbir teachers do not refled, that 
human nature craves after what is for- 

•s. 

bidden*, 



Digitized 



I 74 ] 

ixtjr works up the imagination, and ia* 
flames the paflions^ and that, there- 
fore, young women juft freed from 
confinement, and entering the world 
without experience and witiiout know- 
ledge, muft fall a prey to the firft 

bold iavader of their affedioos. Such 

* 

an education frequently occafions ei-^ 
ther a fhipwreck of their virtue, or 
a dil^roportiqned 4nd unhappy mar- 
riage : thus a yQutji^ of con^aiot 
<nds in a life oC loUefy* hsi theio 
CQUYcarfe early with m,en» jnd mix ba- 
times with that general fociety in which 
ihey are to paf^ their Uve« i for leifi>B$ 
«f iBodefty fnuil: make the ftronger 
impteiUoa on theoi, when they iee the 

jnifchiefs and oaisXartunes which attend 
the want of it j it is adding example 
«o piecept. ^ 

Wh£NC£ 
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^ W»mvem ^ idea of the tfAi^tsk^ 
dwt beauty of Turkiih wom^ has. 
ar^en, k difficult to^ unkfk it be. 
from the warm imaginations of inventive 
tf avcHers, who have raifed thcfc beau- 
fiMins^ phantoms^ Iketched their iorms^ 
aad became enamoured wkh ori^uak^ 
they never iaw» 

Hence, throughout Chrt&endom, 
tfce fair Circaflian has been tl^e firb^ 
je£l of romance and fbng; when^ 
perhaps, there are not two men in h 
wbo ever faw one of thefe VenusV 
k is certainly impoflible in Turkey : 
for from infancy to old agc» fcaroe 
fingle trace of a Turkifh woman's 
Tace is perceptible* No adult maiden 
is ever vifible, nor no married woman, 
except to their parents^ brethren, or* 
huiband* As foon as they put on the 
Macremma^ or VeU of Modefty, every 

fea- 
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itature of their face is caverid, except a 
firiall part of the no(e and eyes % and 
feme have carried that cuftom to fuch 
an extreme of delicacy, that when they^ 
feed their poultry, if there is cocks 
amongft their hens, they will not ap^' 
pear before them without it. If Praxi*^ 
teles or Apelles, with an angelic con- 
ception added to their art, had met the 
two Harems on the borders of the Bof- 
phorus,. they could not have formed* 
the lead idqa of the contour, form, or 
proportion of the face and features of 
one perfbn in them ^ all to be diilin-* 
guifhed was black or blue eyes, and a, 
faint perception of the complexion of- 
thefkin. 

How£V£R, as they carefully preferve 
their faces from the har(h iniiuence of 
the diSerent changes of the air^ as> 
their hours are regular, and they are. 

not 



Digitizea 



T 77 3 

*HOt€xpofed to a nodurnal atmolphcre, 
or to 'the mixed warm exhalations of 
crowded rooms;, we might exped, that 
if the original formation is beautiful, 
and nature has given them a fair and 
•WYid complexion,, thofe charms would 
be prefei ved many years, and only fuf- 
fer a gradual decay at the approach of 
old age. 

Tja E.Greek women are not tied 
, down to the rigorous obfervance of a 
Turkifh reftraint ; they vifit frequently, 
'and, except in the ftreet, their faces 
are not muffled up in the Macremma. 
Of thefe we may fpeak with certainty ; 
they have, for the moft part, good fea- 
tures and jpleafing countenances |^ but 

in general rather a tarnifhed than a fair 
complexion. 

The (me and the other, indeed, be- 
come ^decayed- before ^nature intended 

it: 
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* 

■ ,it J they xicflaroy the whole texture of 
the fotids \s^, the too frequent ufc jof 
iiot baths, and «faef iiaften loo'eadyc Jxi. 
inammony. 

• r 

The Turkiih women are obliged to 
bathe by the precepts of their religion 
the Greeks by cuftom> luxury, and 
choice. 

The numbers of publick baths at 
ConftantioQple are prodlgiou?^ and of 
the private ones incredible* The laft, 
indeed^ are the higheft indulgence of 
luxury and vanity \ for all who ace any 
ways in eafy circumftapccs^ have con? 
venient bathsof their own. j and among 
the more opulent it is commpn to have 
them moit magnificent. 
♦ J 

'TifiB Tucks attd Jesis.aia^, «aa ac* 

% able. 
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*bl6, tv«ii<iii the^xcravagance'of tfict 
expefice^ but the -Greeks and Artnc-* 
fltians lwv« Otfly empty vanity to apO. 
k>gize for it : they ncvcrthdels indulge 
tbtt rai^, akheugh they immlAe tiun: 
a Turk ftoaM know &ey due imitaJte^ 
theoi,. or oucpie them in ^ttagnifceaoe* 

» 

The publick and private baths may 

diiSu' in their ontatitents and dinaei^ 
fioBs, but<io iflot ^aff In ilieir -OMMkiv 
aad ft vu^Fe j tboy &ein fiarmed msrtAy 
for a decent and a modeft. ufe« 

T»BY conlifl: of three Tootm: the 
6A is a large hodl, nvjiere the batji4 
€m wak tdl the bath is rrady iiur 
them^ the ieccmdis^airoom m i^ghiak 
tkty (irefs and umlrefi ; and the third 
is the bathuig-Fomn. The bath itfelf i& 
a kf^ 'ftxaiie OT'imvblrttftenH 
cky<fofi€«it m Kome a Juan Jyiog m 

it 
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it at his full length : in the public baths 
a number of thefe cifterns are placed : 
they are fupplied with water by feve^ 
ral pipes condui5ted through the walk; 
The bath-man^ or woman, accprding 
, to the fex of the bather, attends, wa.(hes, 
rubs, and dries them with furpfifmg 
dexterity and art, fuppling and ftretch- 
ing the joints in fuch a rti&oner^ that 
imagination would perfuade one^they 
difloc^te every part of the body and 
yet this operation occafions rather an 
agreeable fenfation# 

. Th£ women are generally attended 
by a'female flave, or fervarit of thmt 
own:^ they undrefe in the room ap-. 
pointed for thatpurpofe, and put on 
their bathing-cloaths, which are ufu- 
ally of blue and white checked cotton* 
After they have bathed, they return 
again into this room } there is a fopha 
, * 6 .in 
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ih iti on which they throw themfclve* 
and »e dre0ed, and when- fufficiently 
cool, return into the hall. Thofe who 
dhufe it, have the bath heated on pur* 
pofe for them; but two never bathe to- 
gether in the fstme dftern } and dif-^ 
ferent hours of admittance are afflgned 
to the difierent perfons who intend 
bathing the fame day. Indeed, the 
heat will not admit of a long ftay in the 
bathing ciftern, though moft who ufe 
them indulge to too great an excels. 

It is cuftomary in Turkey to marry 
young boys of thirteen or fourteen to 
girls of eleven or twelve, and fome- 
times even under that age : the pradHce 
is common among all feds of religion. 
They are joined together on the goo4 
faith of their parents or relations ; for 
they are never permitted to fee each 
other before the nuptial night. Various 

Vol. II. G tacks, 
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tricks, it is ^id^ have been played on 
thefe occafions among the Greeks and 
Armenians ; the lame, the deformedj and 
the blind, were often matched to beauty 
and vigour. When the parties tmpofed 
on complained, the contrivers of their 
difappointment would anfwer with a 
compliment to their beauty and good 
qualities, and a profeilion, that their 
inducement to this fraud was only a 
defire to improve the race. This injury 
is the greater, as Chriftians cannot ealily 
obtain a divorce : but at prefent, in- 
deed, the Greek girls become daily 
wifer, and generally infift on a peep at 
a window, or ui a room ; and they are 
.not fo fcrupuloufly delicate, as not to 
unvetl to their fuitor. Nay, they of; 
ten marry without confulting farther 
. than their own inclination. / 

The 
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. The Turks are more conyementljr* 
circumllanced in regard of the i^atrU 
monial tie. The Grand Seignor is in- • 
tireljr exempt fronni it i he claims the 
privilege Mahomet referved for him- 
felf ; and to avoid a formal contrad; of; 
affinity, or, in the Turkifh phrafe, not 
to mix blood with any family in his 
empire, he has no wife, but only con- 
cubines. The firft of them who brings^ 
him a fon is called the Sultana Hafoki : 
ibe is crowned with dowers, takes .on; 
her the prerogatives of a wife, and go- 
verns in the Harm. 

Other Turks are allowed, four 
wives. They may marry, as it is called, 
Kabbin^^ that is, they appear before the 
tribunal of juflice, declare the wo- 
man to be their wife, and enter into 
an obligation, that whenever they fhali 
think proper to difmifs her, they 

G 2 * will 
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wUr maintain ^he -cMldref), and give 
her a certain ftipulated fum, which 
they proportion* cither to their circum- 
liances, or to the time they judge it* 
may be convenient for them to coha*^ 
Bit ^h hen It is no ftain to a 
mahV charader that ihe is thus put 
away, nor much impediment to her 
finding another^ hufband. c • . - 

: . AMONioaT th© noddling or com* 
p50pje, the furn is generally very, 
moderate, and runs from * five th.QW- 

fand to a hundred tboi^and a^pers^ , 

Hence you find few of this rank 
who have more than one wife at one 
time ^ for they frequently change, , dif- 
mifiingone and taking another, as it 
is done with little trouble, and at no. 
great expence. 

* An hundred and twep^t/ aljpers is two jbil-^ 
lings and fixpence* 

The 
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. THjiQpulenthayeofte;) three of four 
wivfcs, and perhaps'maiiy eonciilwties s: 
\m%, i£, thty chttfe to sibid^ \)y the more 
lftu4able pm of th^ hyr^ and ke^p 

ooly to wives, it is equally conv.epjj;nti 
for they may alternate and change as 
often as the number will admit.. 

» * ft • • • 

. After divorce they may retake th^ 
faflie inrdaiafi a feoond, but not the 
third time, unlefs ihe ;has beea o)^^ ^ 

rted xo another buH^^nd. Np mm mar 

- • 

marry a divorced woman fpQn^r thw 
four months and; a. half after a totaj 
fepacatkm £rom the former huib»nd. 

Tm man may oblige the divorced 
woman to nurfe any in^t £he hasi borne 
him till it is two years old. * t ! 

« • 

iFrqm hcbcewei anay readily toj^oottf 
why few comihontpiradftitutcs/iarertO'b^ 
. .'.i G 3 found 
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found amongft the Turks : their very 
religion fumiihes them^ whatever their 
conftitution and temper may be, with 
a fuper^abundant variety and fatieiy o€ 
women. 

WHfiTH£R from fuch a promifcuous 
ufe of women, or from whatever other 
caufe it may arife, there is not tliat 
number of children in Turkiih fa-- 
milies which the - idea of « polygamy 
naturally fuggefts : nay, it may be af* 
firmed, that they have not, in general, 
as many children as are found in com- 
mon families of Chriftians or Jews. 
Giul Achmet, who died Pajha of the 
Morea, had the greateft number I 
have heard of ip pne Turkifh family ^ 
he had niaeteen. Among Chriftians, 
1 knew one family of twenty-one, and 
another of twenty^thwe children, : by 
one mother in each family. 

: . May 
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• May it not from hence be inferred, 
that polygamy is deviating from - the 
law of nature f Is it not a ftrong pre- 
^ fumptivc argument to prove, that as 
the number of male and female births 
run almoft in equal proportion ^ fo ,. 
to keep u]p a conftant order of popu- 
lation, one woman only fhould be al- 
lowed to one man. 

♦ • * 
d « 

* 

Nay, that this fuppofed proportion 
between the number of men and wo- 
men holds tr^ue, may be jullly con- 
eluded fyom the obvious confequence 
of polygamy in Turkey ; for to what 
other, caufe can it ^e attributed, that * 
they have not a fufficicnt fupply of 
women for their men? It is evident, 
that throughout the vaft extent of th? 
Mahometan dominions they have it 
not, but that women vace^laily imported 
amoogft^them&oi^otbef -counccies : they, 
■ G 4 '- arc 
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afe at merckatodize of a» exet^e pmdne* 
tiooi V the price of which ebb& aiKl>lk>ws^ 
according to the pkaty or fcarcity of 
tjie market. 

W A R fupplics this want by the num- 
bers of female captives it furnilhes : 
the Turks in their excurfiQns are very 
eager at feizing them ; and women are 
then plenty and cheap* 

^ But what is ftraiige, in time of peace 
the* mere poverty and mifcry of their 
Neighbours the Georgians^ who are a 
kind of Chriftians, oblige that wretch^ 
ed people to furnilh fpontaneoufly their 
choicefl: maidens to the Mabdmetaii 
markets, as their tortntry ntvuft ftarve 
and periib without that fpecies of com^ 

» 

k • • » » » 

. I cAKHOf£ lidp ohfervaig faov the 

world has^^^eea impolibd upon and 

8 amufed 

* 
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amufcd with romantic ftories o/ the 
artful and fubtle amorous intrigues car- 
ried on with Turkiih ladies. It is 
as eafy to fcalade the heaven, as to 
come at them: their apartments are 

fortrefies, moft of them lurrounded with 

» 

high walls, and they have not a window 
which opens towards the iireet; their 
guardians are ever about them ; and the 
fecret can never be with-held from tenj^ 
twenty, or double that number of 
Other yromtn. . They feldom or ever 
walk the ftreets but in infancy qr old 
age ; the rich are never fccn : and were 
opportunities to offer, which might 
render it poUible for a ChrifUan to 
attempt m intrigue with a Turkifli, 
woman, l\c Jcnows, that on detedliorj 
immediate death is his doom; and 
that thofe who have been acceiiary, 
whether !:>y encouragemeni^ Qr i:onni« 
vance^ fiiare fhp^fame fate«^ 

' 1.- It 
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' It is difficult to give a juft account 
of the manner in which Turks, men 
or women, fpend their time when ' at 
home. Somei of the former are tin* 
doubtedly ftudious^ though moft of 
them feem ever bufied about money^ 
affairs and their perfonal intereft. When 
they are difpofed to enjoy fome relaxa-- 
tion or amufenient among themfelves, 
the diverfions are ilory-teiling, quaint 
jokes^ chefs or draughts, and not un- 
frequently dancers and muficians, who 
ply in the different parts of the town 
for employment. 

If none of the company is fufiicieat- 
ly facetious to entertain the reft with 
that low ribaldry in which they chiefly 
delight, they find fome dependant, 
whether Greek, Armenian, or Jew, 
who a6b5 the part. Thefe take their 
place, in the middle of the room, on 

their 
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their knees, . and tell their ftorj^ or 
repeat their joke ; whilft the grave 
Turk ftnokes his pipe in the corner of 
the fophay and coodes out now and 
then with a fmile, or a dry laugh. 

Gaming they highly deteft, and 
look on a CocmLrbaSy a gamefter who 
plays for money, worfe than a common 
thief ; no being is more odious in their 
eyes : they, therefore, never touch a 
chefs-table, or a draught-board, but 
for mere ^mufcment. 

« 

Their dancers they have from 
amongft the Greeks ; and what appears 
moil unaccountable, unlefs we fuppoie 
it arifes from the abfolute contempt in 
which they hold that people, is, how 
it happens that the Turks, born in the 
fame climate, and mixed fome centuries 
with them, have not yet adopted their 

mirth 
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mirt;Ji and jollity. andJiow they can 
hear and & e them continually dancing 
andfinging, without fttrring a leg diem* 
&lves9 Qcjohuog io a chorus. Such o£ 
them . as ufe the feai are of ne^eiUcjc 
mixed amongft fome hundreds of Greek 
mariners, who when they are on fh(H^> 
or, indeed^ on board their ihip, ar^ 
never without muAck and dancings 
yet Si Turk is never found ravelling 
with them. 

Nay^ the men of high, or even 
middling rank among them, feem to 
look on dancing, in felped of them- 
felvesj as unbecoming the dignity of 
man befitting only the meaneft and 
moft abandoned of their fpecies : they 
think with the ancient Romans — Nemi 
fere fait at fohrius nifi forte infardt ; No 
one dances, unlefs he is drunk or mad/* 

♦ 

They 
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r They therefore never fall into thajt 
excefs, except when they are quite mad ^ 
or almoll dead drunk ; indted they ite-^ 
ver are fo by halves ; and then they 
ftldem fail to call in, at leaft, the pub^ 
lick dancers, whofe obfcene geftures^ 
prohibit a giance of a chafbe eye/ - 

Their own vocal and inftrumental 
mufick they have in eileem. The vocal 
has a iharp, fhrill tone, as it were, 
through the nofe of the linger; the 
voice is nevertheleis pleafuxg ; and vfitl^ 
all the difcordancy of inftruments^ 
there is yet fomething great and mar- 
tial in the combined founds of the whole. 

However, no Turk of any f^fhion 
will deign to touch an * inftrument j 

* A well known Greek Vaivode, or prince, of 
Moldai^t obtained that dignity by. playing 
on the guitarre to one Ephralm, or Ibrahim 
JiSuidif a-tavourite ot the Grand Sdignor's* 

they 
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tlicy hire tninftrcls, or have women, 
or (lavest bred up for that purpofe.* 
But what is reoiarkj^le^ neither It^n 
nor'French mufic, vocal or inftrumea- 
tal, makes the leaft imprefllon on them ^ 
their organs, or their conceptions, are 
not accommodated to fuch founds ; it 
feems to afied them like hearing an 
unknown language. 

♦ • 

The women's great ac:o:riplIllimeiits 
arcr finging and dancing s the men 
look on them as congenial to the fex s 
but they are pradiied in private only^ 
amongft themfelves, fimply as do- 
meftic amufenients, or to pafs an idle 
Iiour. In many Harems^ indeed, I 
have heard that they embroider and 
fpin* 

The Grand Seignor often diverts 
his ladies with a variety of recreations. 

In 
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In the month of May they have the 
great Tulip-feaft, which requires vafl: 
preparations. There arc in the gardens 
of the Seraglio large parterres of va- 
riegated tulips^ which, on thofe days, 
are interfperied with all kinds of fmg- 
ing-birds 5 Ihops. are ereded round 
them, and furnifhed by the Grand 
Seignor with all forts of trinkets, toys, 
and rich ftuffs : fome of the mofl face- 
tious females of his court are the 
Aop- women i he buys from all, an4 
regales all his ladies : at night the 
whole machinery is decorated with 
lamps, and makes^ a pleafing profpeA 
even at a diftance. 

Great men indulge their women 
with the like amufemeats, and on thefe 
occafions of feftivity fome call in neigh- 
bouring Harems ; fo that, perhaps, the 
women ps^s their time more happily 

and 
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and agreeably than wet Imagine, or at 
leaf!: enjoy more health and vigour 
than if they had operas, plays, Rane- 
lagh^ Vauxhall, balls and routes, 
continually preying on their <ponftita- 
tions, and abridging a ihort exiit. 
cncc, 

r 

' Wine is feverely prdhibited by their 
religion. Mahomet knew his fcdaries 
too well to efttruft them with the ufe 
of it ; for they are ftrangers to mode- 
ration in their pa0ions, and wine feems 
to have a different effed on their conftl* 
tution, than on tliat of the reft of man** 
kindj it drives them generally to fury, 
frenzy, and diftradion* But notwith- 
ftanding the prohibition, tl^ vice of 
drinking gains ground with the Turks, 
•and imperceptibly creeps from the 
lower to the higher ftations : perhaps, 

in this inftancoi as in many other^ rc- 

ftraint 
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itraint may quicken appetite and en^ 
flame defire* 

Men of fome diftindion, even thofc 
in great olEces, frequently make par- . 
ties of what they call pleafure^ merely 
to get dejid drunk ; and after lying 
two or. three days wallowing in their 
liquor^ tteturn ireih and happy to their 
o^ffice^ 

A FREQUENT requeft to fuch Chrif- 
tians as they know they can truft,.. is 
to procure them the bdt wine. Somq 

principal ofEcers, both iu the Seraglio 

and the Porte, have fo Uron^ a paflion 
for it, that they have invented fmall 
leathern boxes, in which they convey 
it home without the privity of their 
truftieft fervants : and I have known 
others fill large leathern pipes , which 
v?ere pliant round their, bodies, to carry 
Yoi.. IL ' H wine 
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'^he Wrrtfrtiiioiaajr 4nto tbe. Seraglio, 
at the rifique, perhaps, of their lives. 

When it happens that towards the 
decline of life, religious fcrupies have 
feized them, or that thofe in high of- 

t 

fice have apprehended the GtAnd Scig- 
nor might diftovtr them by the odour 
of their morning's draught •, they fre- 
quently change their wine to opium,' ■ 
which is equally intoxicating, and per- 
haps attended v(riih woife confequences, 
both to the corporeal and mental fa- 
culties. Some flail continue that 
practice ; but at prefent thofe among 
the great, who feel fche fcruple 
or fear the difcovery, rather betake 
themfelves t6 diftilled ftrong wa- 
ters, with which they are abundantly 
fupplred from Zant and Corfu. The 
cafuiftry with which tliey filence their 
fcrupies is, that fire, which purifies all 

things, 
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things, has, In diftiliation, dellroycd ami 
diffipa«ed the impure parts of the wirie; 
and that brandy is no where nomioaily 
interdicted by Mahomet. Thus they 
tiuok they can diftinguilh away the 
K^a»^ cheat tlic devil, their prophet, 
mA the Sultan. 

Ths vice of diinking wane is^ how* 
£ver« looked upon with de(efta4ion 
the generality of Twks ; ^d even the 
iife of opium held a great difparagement, 
a delpicable praftice. When they would 
depDeciace die obirat^er of any confix 

iteaWe «ho i, fa.<,w« to cW «. 

' they call him a firisckiy chat is, an 
opium-eater j by wiiich they mean, a 

mind extravagant and irregular. 

< / • 

To give a diftinft detail of an objcdt 
fo iraft and extenfive as the military efta- 

blifliments in Turkey, is not in the 

H 2 power 
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power of any mortal ; I doubt whether 
any one man in their empire .ever at- 
tempted it. 

At Conft^ntinople there arc an hun* 
dred and iixty-one Oddas^ or chambers, 
of, or rather for. Janizaries, diftin* 
guilhed by their numerical order, as 
our regiments are, faid to contain from 
eight hundred to.a thoufand each ; but 
thele different chambers, are never fully 
inhabited by that aftual number. Moit 
of thofe whofe names are enregiftered 
as belonging to them, are difperfed 
throughout the empire, live as burgh- 
ers mixed with the people, and follow 
different trades and profefiions. 

The policy of Sultan Machmut; 
whofe principal ftudy andfupremeobjedt 
was his own fecurity, has impercep- 
tibly reduced that .formidable body of 

militi^i 
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militia^ at leail the part refiding at Con^. 
ftantinople, into a ftate of quiet de^ 
|>endance and fubmifiion* 

All thefe Oddas^ or chambers, ori- 
ginally intended for no more than forty 
thoufand, are finee that time augment- 
jpd, and have at prefent, perhaps^ *a 
hundred and fixty thoufand men, or 
more, belonging to them ^ but there are 
never within their walls above eight or 
ten thoufand. Thefe ferve for a guard ^ 
to the city, are formed to difcipline, . 
accuitomed to chailifement, bending 
to the flick, ftrai^gers to the anci- 
ent Ipirit of that foldiery, and are 
permitted no other weapon than a., 
large taper club. If any of them 
ihould be guilty of iafolence, or at- 
tempt to be refra(5tory, he is immediately. ' 

• The number of Janizaries throughout the • 
eiapire- is repjited by fome to z or 300^000^. 

H 3. dii;- 
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difpatched either to a iroatier garrifon 
or to the other world. 

The pay is fmalU fo that many 
who call themfelves ot thofe chambers^ 
almod difdain it : they receive the pay 
indeed, merely to be confideredof that 
corps, and to enjoy its immunities^ 
protedion, and fupport. 



The duties, or cuftoms, are, pro- 
perly fpeaking, farmed at Conftanti- 
nopie, and throughout the empire. 
The fubjedts of thofe Chriftian powers 
who are under capitulations, that is, 

who have treaties with the Grand 
Seignor, pay very low duties for goods 
imported from Chrillendom ; but the 
Turkifli fubjedts fufiiciently compenfate 
that difference : the officers of the cuf- 
toms charge them, at pleaflire, according 
to their will and caprice^ eight, or ten, 

aad 
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and more in the hiindred £ar whaler 
-they import. 

« 

, Sultan M*cbiiiut> miODg other 
imtnunities, granted the Janizaries an 
lexemption from thcfe duties of unpor- 
tatioQ, This has induoed a furprifing. 
number of them to engage in the moft 
lucrative parts of their, coalling- trade 
extending it even to Cairo, Syria, pec. 
and has efFedually turned their mar« 
tiai into a commercial fpirit. Thus by 
promoting induftry, he hath introduced, 
riches and luxury amongfl: themj fo 
that many of thpfc veterans, who for* 
merly rejoiced in the cQnfufion of re- 
bellions and revc4;ptions, are at prefent 
anxious fof the tranquillity of govern- 
ment, for the fake of their own.fecurity 
^d eafe. . 

r 

ft 



Digitized 



4 



[ 104 ] 

It d^cs not follow, however, but 
that the provincial Janizaries, and other 
orders of foidier^ on the frontier^ 
, would, at this day, appear as formida* 
» ble in the field as they have ever been ; 
at leaft there is reafon to apprehend it ' 
from their behaviour the laft war^ 

The Turkiih cavalry confifts in a 
regular body of about thirteen thoufand 
Spahis,: thefe are divided under fix 
Itandards, 

« 

The pay of thefe two corps of in- 
fantry and cavalry, as it is diftributed 
every fix months at Conilantinople, 
amounts to two thoufand four hundred 
purfe, of five hundred dollars each. 

Besides thefe, there are the Zaim 
aod Timariots^ who hold feudal tenures, 
jand are pbliged, according to the value 

■ of 
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of the feud, to appear in the field, 
each with three or fow horfcmcn, or 
more, well mounted and accoutred; 
Thefe are good troops, and exceeding 
numerous, • * 

We might add' many othfer bodies 
of militia^ There are the Gebegysi who 
have the care of the powder, bail, and 
all the ammunition for war : when they 
are pomplete, they fliould amount to 
four thoufand men. 

The 'I'opegys are the cannoneers, 
and. have nothing elfe upder their care 
but the cafUng cannon,, mortars^. &:c« 
.and charging and levelling (hem they 
form a body of twa thoufand men. 

The bombardeers are allb a.lepa- 
rate body, entirely employed in the 
pra£i:ice of throwing bombs« 

TjiiS 
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/ This ikAtcli of tlm m&my^ fprctt 
o£ the Otmrnxi empire xmil fHlSce- 
the pi:e&nt: ; £uice wh^t we do know 
jbefides, impprfefl: as it is, might fill 
aimed a volume. I juft mtntipn thefe 
different corps, that I might give ibme 
idea of the Turi^iih. pawer,. aad ihew, 
that in the military department, a$ m 
every other branch of government, the 
Turks obferve iixed regulations and. 
i^abliOied order. 

» 

The police of that great city of Con^ 
ftantinople is admirable. The Janiza- 
ries, I have obferved, are the city- 
guard : with fmgle clubs they keep all 
tfie inhabitants in fubje6tion ; no riots^ 
no mob$» no diforders are known in 
the ftreets 5 at the leaft noife the delin- 
quents are fecured, confined^ and pUt* 
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In Sultan Machmut's reign^ about 
thirteen Afiatic Xur^St. promptied by 
enthufiafm, or infpired with the fumes 
pf opium, ran in a body through Con- 
ibmtinoples, exciting the people with 
moil vociferous exclamation, and yn^ 
ceafmg uproar, to iniiant rebellion, and 
exhorting them to raife their ftandard 
at the Hypodrome. They ftruck an 
"univerfal terror through the inhabi- 
tants, the fhops were all ihut at once, 
and thie outcry of a rebellion fpread 
itfelf over all the city. But thefe def- 
pcrate rebels found none hardy enough^ 
or fuificiently prepared, to join them. 
Their celerity was (o great, th^ the Ja- 
nizaries could not reach them*. They 
pierced without .an obftacie into the Be^ 
z^Jiynj or great Exchange. Moft of 
theftopkeepers there ^re Greeks : their 
ancient fpirit arofe, or rather, their 
own fecurity obliged them to attack 

the 
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the rebdift. Armed only with the p<^: 
which fupported the ihutters of their 
ihops, they knocked down the Altatie 
Muffulmen, who wcre all fcized ; whilft 
the brave Greeks, terrified at their vic- 
tory, quitted their fhops to feek an 
afylum, and to fecure themfeives 
againft the rigour of the law, for hay-^ 
ing, as they thought, . murdered the 
true believers.. 

The Sultan's equity, however, fooA 
diiiipaced their fears,, and put a flop 
to any proceedings againft them. He 
publtfhed, under the fan&ion of the 
Mufth not' only a * free pardon . to the 
Greeks,* but full permiilion to his fub^ 
jeds of any religion to deftroy all dif^ 
turbcrs of the public peace j he might 
have added, and of his own fecurity. - 

■ 

9 
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Fal^b weights are what the civil 
policy profeoite and punifli with the 
iUtmoft rigour. The Vizir .himfelf in 
perlba often m&ts the ihops : the Stam-- 
hole Efftndi^ or judge of Conftantino* 
* pie, watches them afUduouHy. The . 
bakers * are the moft frequent Yi(5tims 
to the feverity of their juftice. If in 
any (hop they find bread that is.fliort 
of weighty they mul& and baftinade 
the baker for the firft offence but the 
fecond or third, . after a fummary pro- 
ccfs, produces a ftaple driven into. the 
middle of his door'-^cafe, on which . the 
offender is hanged ; and it is not uncom- 
mon, as you pafs the Itreets, to tub 
againft a pendent Baker's body for 
three days fucceffively : it is, however, 
inconceivable, that almoll weekly ex- 
amples cannot deter them fromfraud. 

*^ They are moftly Armenians, who oxercUe 
4his tirade. 

CJIAP. 



Digitizea 



C no 3 



CHAP.. XIII. 

Oifervatums cn the Gmks. 

THE modern Greeks are a ne^r 
image aixl tefettrt^fence of tfec 
ancienc.< Too Crafty and fubde, too 
imriguing, vain^ and vindi&ive, either 
SO foppof t , and maintain the intereft, 
' rep^ut^tion, and glery of a republic ; 
of t!* (hare with, and fubmit to govern-. 

tineiit utidef a mfonarch of timr oim ; 
ihdr bufy fpkit feems ttxaftly formed 
and ad^^d co live no where tranquil 
bvM; under a ^reign Aibjedtion ; where 
the heavy hand of power can deprefs 
the foarmg axnbididn ^Gf their genras, 
amd cmrb the violcsice of their paf- 
ii(ws4 where iiwerit^ can awe them 
to obedience, and if not to focial vir- 
tue, at leafl to focial quiet. 
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The Turks have fuffered them ta 
retain feme marks of honour, fome 
traces of a formed fpl^xkir^ bwt thcfe 
.are entirely confined to the hierarchy 
. 0f their churcJi^ an4 ta thre? emp^y- 
'Xa4nts of proifet and 4igmty ia civil go- 
vernments . r • 

• 

' The farmer tonfiffe in their four 
patriarchs^ and, perhaps, one Inndird 
and Itxrency Dtfaei: JrattropoHian iiiihop&a 
die hmv in; cbecc»«> vayrodiicks^ 
principaiit^s^ of Waiadiia and of Melt 
4avia^ and the Em^oitant office 
Brugoman^ or, interpreter of tht Poit^ 
-who is always a Greek, and through 
iRrhofe haxids all . tran&dions 

mull pais. • - ^ 

The Turks zaaloufly fuppart thd 
"Greeks in thefe remains of honour : 
•they are a never-failing fource of 

wealth 



Digitized 



[ iiz 3 

wealth to the men in power y a ftsre 
profit, of which they can avail tboai- 
kbfos .withput dangle. 

' .Whoeveic could live among the 
Greeks, andobferve their refined in- 
trigues, their eternal and continued 
contefts for thefe ecclefiaftical and civil 
dighitics, wo»ld fee a true portrait; in 
inimatare of the .worl^ Feloponnefiah 
icpublics, and «a ix&oft. ^ftriking Kkm^ 
bknce of their , abominable .pradtices 
under their own emperors^ !from 
Conftantine to the laft of the Falaeo- 
logus-s. 

• . . , 

I 

« AFAO'RiAECHjQfCoAllianiinoplemuil: 
fpend among the Turks ninety or a 
hundred thoufand dollars, to obtain that 
dignity. He feldom lafts above three 
years: he is, during that time, con<* 
tinually itudying to Xecure himfelf on 

' his 
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his * throne. Several powerful Turks, 
his protcdors, muft have continual 
fees-, he muft devour the church to 
feed them ; and in his precarious fitua* 
tion fecure a confiderabie fum to pro- 
ted or reinitate himfelf, after he is de- 
pofed and exiled. 

If he acquires this fupreme ecclefi- 
aftical dignity by favour of the Sera- 
glio, the moment after his exaltation, 
his difappointed adverfaries and com- 
petitors begin to undermine him, and 
contrive his ruin. Indifferent whether 
with truth or falfehood, they traduce 
and blacken him to the Vizir ; ftrength- 
ening and fupporting their truth or ca- 
lumny with a powerful prefenc. 

* The Greeks call it the Patriarchal Throne j 
and they addrefs htm by the title Jgiotate, or» 

Mojl Holy. 

Vol. XL I If 
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If the Porte patronizes him, «nd 
. "he has obtained the Vizir's- prot«ckk>n, 
then they apply ^i& the Ser^gUPi and 
attack him thete with the lame arms. 

Or if they have only the iismxc ca- 
nal through which the patriarch ob- 
tained his advancement, from that mo- 
ment th^y 9re daily fviggefting .new 
caufes for his clepofition. 

Different fa£l:ions, which conti- 
nually exift among the Greeks, unite 
together to efiect his ruin, and jointly 
contribute to fupport the cxpence of 
thefe intrigues and often peifonal hate 
or family enmity, but moft commonly 
intereftcd views gement the ^mion. 

The Metropolitaas^ who generally 
i^fide ^t Contotiaopl^, exert all their 
art to circumvent each other j make 
ul'e of every mpmcilt, and employ 

^vcry 
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tvery mean)^ to depofe a patriarchy or 
to get thenifelves promoted to a better 
iHihopfick^ and care not who they dif- 
trefs or ruin, provided they fucceed. 

Hence there Are continually fortic 
o£ them in exile^ Sometimes the man 
whofe money has had fufiicient influ<^ 
ence with fome powerful Turk to pro- 
cure his enemy^s profcriptionj is liim-- 
ielf in the fame cafe the next day j for 
smother Turk of fuperior weight, and 
4&uated by. the fame motive^ - finds . 
t)Ut and aflbrds the baniihed man the 
cafy means of retaliation : in flioit^ 
tkde ecclefiaftica ^re a eonftane }ficf a- 
live game in the hands of the Turkic 
which they take care to play fo art- 
fully that it never ends* 

. A Metropolitan had fixed his eye 
<m an archbifliopricli, which he was de- 
termined to have at any price. Dur- 

I 2 ing 



Digil 



ing the life of the archbifhop, ail his at- 
tempts were ^ in vain i though, in good 
truth, the archbifliop's character was 
fuch, as might furnilh abundant reafons 
even for a Turk to dcpofe him.. 

r At leogthnhc archbifliop had a pa- 
ralytic ftroke 'f he dropt fuddenly down, 
and was diought dead- Preparadons 
were qiade for his funeral. The grand 
€eremonyi$ to feat the dead prelate in his 
pontifical throne, dreifed in his ponti- 
fical robea ; while he thus fits in Itate, 
two .chaplains attend at the door of the 
room, where all of the Greek religion 
are admitted to pay their laft duty to 
Jiim, and to kils his hand : they think 
it a meritorious ad, a kind of religious 
duty. 

: The time allotted for =this ceremony 
was elapfcd, the moment approached 
for his interment, the coffin lay at the 

fid^ 
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fxde of his throne, with all the requiGtes 
for finally clofing it up, when feme of 
the principal men amongft the Greeks* 
who could not attend before, earneftly 
prcifed his two chaplains for admittance 
into the room, but were told it was 
then too late. They perfifted, how- 
ever,, in their requeft ; and though the 

« 

ufual hour was pait, fuch was the im* 
portance of thefe pious vifitors, the , 
chaplains dared not refufe. One of them 
advanced before the company and as 
he approached, the archbifhop opened 
his eyes, cried out for a glafs of waters 
and aiked, what meant that difmal ap- 
paratus of the coffin ? Surprize and 
aftonifliment feized prieft and people ^ 
they ran out of the room in amaze : 
the other chaplain^ after fome hefua- 
tion, boldly adventurjed, crofs in hand, 
to approach the archbifliop,adminiftcrcd 
to his, wants, and fatisfied h^s enquiry. 

' I 3 ' DUR-; 
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During the interval in which the 
report of the archbifiiop^s death pre- 
vailed, the Metropolitan applied to the 
Have of the K}Jlar-Aga^ and offered to 
pay him down immediately fix thoufand 
zequins for the archbifhoprick. AH wsfi 
agreed on, the money was paid,, and 
the command from the Porte, which is 
their Conge d' Elire, was to be immedi- 
atcly made out. A few minutes after, 
news being brbiight to the Metropolitan 
that the archbiihop was recovered, and 
alive, he went in hafte to the flave, and 
begged for his money again ^ but the 
Have told him with a grave and com- 
pofed mien, it was the fame thing 
whether he paid it then, or ibme time 
after, for the archbiihop could not 
live long^ counfelled him to remain 
quiet and promifed, that although he 
would in the mean time keep the mo- 
ney, the Metropolitan might look up- 

on 
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on himfelf as heif- apparent to the^cb*' 
biihoprick< Th^ Black, bis flave, aiid 
dependants, fell a facrifice to the pub- 
lick two months after the archbifliop's 
refurredkion, who livedo however^ twx> 
years after* to laugh at the tbUy of his 
pfeydp-fucceflor^. who, in fad, never 
fucgeeded. 

But the arts^ pra^ices, and intrigues^ 
among xky^ clergy are trifling, when 
compared with the extent and profun- ^ 
dity, the labqur, toil, and perfeverance 
o£ thofe carried on among the preten^ 
dm CO the Vay vodlicks of VV alachta 
aiKi Mokiavia>. they raniack heaven 
and earth for means to deftroy eacl> 
Qth^r, 

Thcr^ are. always, when two are in 
power, two or three of the depofed 
-who are endeavouring to be re-in.. 

• I 4 ftated.:- 
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flated : they fparc no coft they have 
the purfes ready of many exped:ant$, 
as well as of their own dependants, 
who have fiiared the plunder of thola 
countries with them before ; or if that 
is not fufficienty they promife the funi 
required, which they may fecurely do ^ 
for when once they are named, they 
find money at twenty-four for the hun- 
dred intereft, akho' it often happens 
that the principal is never repaid. 

It has been known that they have 
difburfed, at the moment of taking pof- 
feffion, from ♦ fifteen hundred to two 
thoufand purfes of money to the Porte. 

The intrigues they carry on have 
been fo deep and dangerous, that they 
liave coft many, even opulent, Greeks 

* Ninety- three to an hundred and twenty 
taoui'and pounds. 

their 
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their Uv.^ which they have mifcrabljr 

finiftied in a halter at their own doors. 
A Frank refiding at Conftantinoplc, 
who threw himfelf as a dependant on 
a depofed Vaywode, and who thought 
himfelf fufHcientiy protedkcd;^ ventured 
to fend a fcheme to his correfpondent 
in Moldavia for exciting that people to 
rebel againft the Vaywode in pofief- 
fioii) accompanying it with fevere re- 
flexions on the Turkifli government • 
he fent it by what he efteemed the fe- 
cureft conveyance; His letter^ not- 
withftanding his precaution, was inters 
cepted, and he loib his head near the 
Seraglio : no foilicitations could lave 
him. 

The revenues of thefe principalttr&s 
are racked to an inconceivable height. 
The princes juftify that oppreiEon by 
the conllant demand from the Porte: 

their- 
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their puffes moft be* ever opeaed^ or 
they arc iniiantiy dcpo^ad. Tiiofe o£ 
Walachia are faid^ to aaiount to tkrce 
tkoufand purfes the year, but moft 
people think, it nearer four. Mold^via^ 
is iaid to produce feventeea hundred 
purfes ; but is i^ftimated Dearer two- 
tJv>uiand &ve kuadred*. 

> Thz contrail: cdb&rvable between tk9 
behaviour of thefc mock, princes in 
p&mTi, and out of it,, fytm th^ de^4. 
«evtcy; of the Greek char^^r in a. 
nioft glaring lights Qi^tatioua pride, 
empty vanity, conccnpptuous infokacei, 
afts of tyranny and opprcfTion,. attead. 
their profperity : Depofcd, you fee thet^^ 
dejcded^ pliant, bafe, groveling, even* 
to tno& abje^ fervility* I have known; 
them carried before the Stambole Effendi^ 
or judgpof Conftantinople, for debt,. 
jUkd d^eny their owjv band-writing. 

6 Th£V^ 
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Thit are feldom dtfpo&d without 
, iffiptifontnent or exik, and being 
ftripped of a large fatn ^ but when they 
throw forth more of their ill-gotten 
, wealth into Turkilh bofon^s, they ap-' 
pear again at large ^ and^ often, fom 
after remount the throne«r . 

Whatever arts and fcietices, what*^ 
ever virtues might have beeft ^und 
in ancient times among the GfPtek re- 
publicans, feem to have been obfcured, 
or totally loft, under iheir emperors. 
The preifent Greeks have n6t • a tfiace 
of them remaining. Their ancient ian^ 
guage, or the literal Greek, as they 
' call it, is a dead language : when they 
do underftand it, they hav« fcamed it 
at fchooh 

■ * 

The art of healing, fo neceffary to 
the human Ipecies, fo much cultivated, 

and 
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and fo highly honoured in ancient 
Greece, feems to iaie no farther confi:-^ 
dered among the prefenc race than as^ 
one o£ the faireft means of introducing, 
themfelves to the favour of Turks in 
power^< and a fpecies of traffic, by 
which they may with moil probability 
exped to advance their fortune : the 
bell of them are flrangers^ I fear, as 
much to the integrity, as to the abir 
lities^ of their great countryman Hijg?^ 

■ 

pocrates^r 

• Among the many praditionera in 
phyfick at Conftantinople, are fome few 
of the Greeks who have ftudicd at Padua 
wiih tolerable fucccfs j but the greater 
Dumber are abfolutely ignorant bf the 
firft principles of the art : they have moii 
of them taken no other degree than 
what is confe^rred on them by the mere 
;^at of the Echim Pajhi^ or chief phyli^ 

cian 
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cian to the Grand Seignor. This they 
obtain for a fmalLfee : itauthorizes them 
to open a fliop ^ and thus qualified, they . , • 
think themfelves avowedly privilegecl 
to fport with the lives and purfes of their 
mfortunate patients. Shops are the 
diploma to pcadice ^ the fale of drugs, 
good or bad, muft furnifii them 
with fubfiftence for the Turks are 
ftrangers to giving fees, excepting to 
phyficians under ambafTadorial pro* 
tedion, and who have no ihops : even 
then their fees -are bellowed very da- 
ringly. 

A Greek phyfician of. fome note, 
finding himfelf in a. time of peftilence 
, ^unable to, retreat into the country for 
, want of money, fet his wits to work how 
;to provide it: they are fertile in refources 
jOn fuch occafions. A Turk of high 
.rank and great opulence had an only 

fon. 
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Ibii) who happened juft at that* time t» 
have a flight iBdifpoiicton» occafioned 
by the eruption of u great boil. The 
Doilor, working on paternal tenderncli 
and paternal fear, foon perfuaded the 
latheir it was the plague, tho* he hoped 
of the lefs malignant kind. The fa^ 
ther, alarmed» intreated and conjured 
him to vjndertake his cure. ^ The phy- ^ 
fician, appearing to be feized with hor- 
«d . apprehenfions> hefitated, doubted, 
and at laft told him, that he knew but 
one poffible method to enfure fuccefs, 
which was by adminiftring the Bezoar 
ftone, if he could by any ways and means 
procure it ; for that it was exttemely 
ttifficult to be founds and excefiiveif 
dear. The father preiTed, intreated^ 
coiijared^ that he would obtaia one 
.at any rate. The phyfician feigning 
great anxiety and. perplexity where, 
and how to find it, i^t him with feem- 
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ing defpair of fuccdfs prf tending lo^ 
go and feek ^qr lt^ he returned^ 
4f he. had roimcuiouily found one, 
though he had, it in his pocket before* 
He had purchafcd it for ten j(hilliag$» 
but he demanded of the Turk twenty- 
five pounds; as the lowed price, and it 
nyas paid him. The cure fucceeded, and 
the phyfician retired to the country^ 
boafting of his great abilities, which 
had fupplied his immediate neceflity 
by fo ingenious, and, as he thought^ 
laudable an expedient. 

Another phyfician, of mare emi- 
nence in his time, gave out, that he 
H^ould stt all times tfommand pregnancjr 
ki women by an infallible arcanum; 
that though he had made the difco- 
very with great ftudy and expence, he 
would not conceal it j for as no other 
3)hyficiahs had it in their Ihops, he was 

the 



Digitized 



C 128 ] 

the only one could fupply the afflided 
with it that, in ftiort, it was fimply 
pure lianas urine. Buyers flocked 
to him y he prepared his own urine, 
and fold it at an extravagant rate. If 
confiplaints were brought him that the 
medicine did not fucceed, the cxcufe 
was at hand ; it was always fome fault 
cither in the time or manner of admi- 
niftring his medicine : he knew that 
with women he could not be admitted 
to Gorred either. 

Any common fervant to aphyfician 
of any tolerable reputation, after a few 
years fervice, were it only in beating at 
the morur, or even in carrying about 
4rugs^ thinks himfelf fufficiently {killed 
in t£e medical art to ftand on his owtt 
bottom, and kill by diploma. 

I HAVE known a Greek of great 
eminence and pradice much favoured 

by 
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\)y a Vizif } yet this VoGkdT could Inoc 
write. 

k 

The Armenians, with feeming pon- 
derous ftupidity in their countenance 
and make, are yet, as to all toimal 
wants, as fubtle and defignihg a peo^ 
pie as the Greeks. 

• » • • 

Th£y are reckoned the beft grooms 
in Turkey ; and by the care they take 
pf a horfe, feem to haVe foihetbing in 
their nature congenial . with that ani- 
mal. Oae of them, who had .ferved 
many years in that capacity, advanced 
his ftation by being admitted as a ni6« 
Aial houfliold fervant to. a. private gen<^ 

* tleman. His mailer ^ell into a languor^ 
and though long attended by an abl6 
phyfician, died. 

* 

to 

- Vot. II. . . K AtTH 
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AfTYA hit cEcMiIi, the Antntdsai 

difdaining fervitude, fee up for a-pfa)^ 

He was obfenFcd on6 day going tbf 
i Turk of great diftindiony atteoded 
by feveral fervants» and created with 
uncommon reipe^ .The queftion be- 
ing afked who he was, it was anfwered^ 

An emiaenk AaSaeaSaik phyfician. 

Sout dme after, one who knew him^ 
ti^ilttlated wiih him on his in&>lenc« 
ted temerity j and alked him, where^ 
and by What means he could fancy he 
. had learned phyfic ? hxftr he ^red 
ttgpoh his cfwa which would be 
foi^itedy the firH Tuck his ignorance 
fliould-kiU?..' 

He anfwered, he had fufficiently learn- 
ed th^t art from the phyfician who for- 

merlf 
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£i>rni€rly atted(ie4 hi? matter j and who 
^ Qcrt^in adipiniftrcd roedickit^ 
wkh gt^t cation J that 4s he hg4 
jQbfefved his niaft^^ in mo0: diibiw 
jders, occ^oaed by cglds, had m^d? 
tife of waFin punchy of which {he 
Do^r alfo ufu^lly partook, he 
f Of tkl^. reaipn, co^^v^d a high ppir 
nion of it, W tried it <m, hiojr 
felf with fuccefs j and therefore, he 
limited his prefcriptiom to that mcdi- 
jdne only ; 9s it was c?f?epdinglf 
i^reeal^le and palasaMe .to tim &mt 
m^n whp ««j|)l9yfd hiffl* aijd ^^?wh 

rally fuccefsful, he wa^ Atnpiy rjewa^ 
ed for it. 

Tab ciiCy jof Cooftaodoople aSbu- 
aify iwarms with ibch .wrett:hAa» <y 
father, uukfid» wof& : thex it ^ 

thoughc, ingrg^^etl witlun th^- ^^^^ 
years to above a thouf^d. 

Ka If 

♦ 

« 
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If the modern Greeks are almof^ 
ftrangers to the virtues, or to all arts 
and learning of the ancients, they have 
furprifingly retained their levity. With^ 
out the leaft knowledge of Homer, 
Anacreon, or Theocritus^ they abound 
in poetry, fuch as it is, love-fongs, 
ballads, and paftorals ; they are eter- 
nally Xinging or dancing. 

4 

* 

They have carefully preferved the 
Cretan Lyre, and Pan's pipe, the fep- 
tern impariius cahnds^ feven unequ^ 

reeds/* and alfo the pipe of the Ar- 
cadian Shepherds. 

They ftiU ufe the ancient long dance 
iod by one perfon, either with women 
^one, or intermixed with men and 
women, called by pre-eminence the 
Romika^ or Greek dance. 

Thby 
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. They have alfo the manly martial 
Pyrrhic dance^ 'and tfaofe moft obfcene 
infamous love-dances,, acccnnpanied 
with the lames M^tus^ ofienfive to all 
.tnodcfty and dcicency. 
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CHAP XIV. 
O/f the religm of the. Greeks* 

BEFORE I difmifs the Greeks, I 
ihall take fome notice of the ftate 
of religion amongft thetn^ and produce % 
fome fa£ks to iUuftrate what I advance. 

The name of Chrifttan, which thejr 
profefs, with great con&Mkcyj under 
the oppreifion of Turkiih government, ^ 
lias induced us to commifcrate i;heir 
fufFerings ; while their abhorrence of 
popery, and the unremitting hate with^ 
which they are perfecuted by the Ro^^ 
manifUf has recommended- them to 
Proteftants of every denomination ; and 
has perfuaded us, that their religion 
has a refpe&able ihare of purity both 
in iis doctrines and pradiicc 

« 

- About 
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About the time of the ilc£brmatw% 
and more efpecially in the reign of 
James I. even thole inclined to Purt^ 
i^ifm entertained a favourable c^niiion 
of the Greek church. CyriUus Lur 
caris, patriarch of Conftantinople, had 
^moft perfuadcd archbi&op Abbot, 
that his do&rineB did noc diSkv itom 
perfe^ Cdlvioiim. 'The patriarch m^m^ 
IK> more by this^ than to ohtm the 
your of the Englifti court, ^i)d thf 
prot»^iQa of their ajobgi&dfir at Cmr 
^antioople ; ibppofing it the eioft pror 
iiable means of fecuring. himieif &Qn 
the violent perieoition raii^d ^ again^ 
him by the miniikrs of the Romaa 
Catholic po.wc«, «.ho, *t that timc^ 
arith the moft Bflidww 4<^vity^ and 
a prodigious expencet in iuppotd: nf 
(heir own mi^iionaiies, a^^mpted xtm 
fiibverfion of the Greek church ; but 
it jnuft be acknowledged, that h« 
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gave a very falfe account of his rc* 

' It ia with ^eat rdudance that I re^ 
peat the melancholy truth, but it is 
the truth, the Greeks, like fome 
other {c&s of Chnftians, have entirety 
negleded to cultivate the genuine prac-^ 
tice of true religion : they feem to have 
forgotten thofe real, and perhaps, only 
terms, on which mortals can render 
themfelves acceptable to the Deity ^ 
that purity of manners, brotherly love,. 
f«^givenefs of injuries, juitice in our 
dealings, and thofe other ChriAian du^ 
ties every where inculcated in the gofr 
pel of Chrift ; while the name of reli^ 
gion is,folely appropriated to the firm: 
belief of certain myiteries, and the rc^ 
gular pradice of various external ads 
of humiliation and worfliip, with a 
ftrid, obfervaiice of many auftere h&i 

an4 
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end rigorous mortifications^ Whtck-tf 
beft can be only intended as the means 
by which to facilitate our approach ta 
practical Chriftian perfedtion* 

HfiNCE it iS) that the Greeks fecm 
to look on the eternal laws of focial 
and moral virtue as the (hadow only, 
and the arbitrary ' injund:ions of their 
churchy as the very eiTence of Chrifti- 
anicy^ apd they think to compound 
for the total acglej^ of the firll, by a 
rigid obfervance of the latter ; info- 
much that a Greek of the moft de- 
praved manners would fuffer almoit 
any things foaner than break a religious 
fall : the Armenians, indeed, furpafs 
them in the number and aufterity of 
thefe fafts, and in the itridnefs of their 
abftinence. 

- Although the love of money is 
opt lefs predominant with the. Greeks 

than 
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"Aan with the Turks, yet their purfes are 
«ver open for the fupport of the ecclci* 
' Ikftkal dignity, the building and de^ 
coration of their churches^ and the 
maintenance of their claims to the ex^ 
clufivc poffeflion of the holy places in 
Paleftine, againft the.Romanifts, who 
^niake the like clainu 

At the acceilion of Sultan Mufta* 
pha, their prefent emperor^ the Greek 
churches were in a ruinous condition j v 
one of them had been almoft entirely 
burnt dowa: the Mahommedan law 
does not permit new churches to be 
crefted ; even large repairs are prohi* 
.bited. On the birth of the Sultan's' 
firft child, the Vizir fuggefted to his So-^ 
vereign what kind of favours he ihould 
confer on his different fubjediis, during 
the ten days appointed for the rejoicr 
ings on that great event, fo important 

to 
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to the peace of the empire. Amoftgft 
others he mentioned, as a moft accept** 
able indulgence to the Greeks, a per- 
iniiTion to repair that church which the 
fire had almoft deftroycd: he durft 
not afk leave t6 febuild it, though 
there was icarce a wall ftanding. Thb 
Grand Seignor condefcended to grant 
them the ten days for that repair. No 
fooner was this known, but everf 
Greek Aalbn and labourer quitted 
iiis other wotk, and flew to contribute 
his aiiiftance at the church : two of 
three thoufand men conftantly reliev* 
injg each other, the whole was accom- 
pliflaed, and the churth rebuilt, in kit 
time than was aUowed for the repair, 
and that without any one difburfmg a 
iixpence. yhe only reward the work- 
men received for their indefatigable 
labour was confcious merit, and the 
priefts blefiings. ' Let this ftilEce €» 
an initance of their zeal* 
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I wotfLD with to throw a veil ovee 
the fcandalous contentions which havg^ 
been carried on between the Greeks 
and Romanics on account of Bethle^. 
Jiem^ and the Holy-^Land^ as it i» 
called i the iniquitous proceedings zU 
tending them are ib enormous, at 
ihamefuUy to difgrace the Chriftian 
name. The ambaflador who protefts 
the intereft of the Romilh religion^ 
becomes, on thefe occafions, not- 
withilanding his high dignity, a rea). 
objed of compaflian^ 

• m 

Imm£nse fums are raifed in all the 
countries of the Romifti perfuafion, to - 
fupport them againft the Greeks, in theiit 
pretenHons to a fpot of ground which 
they fancy facred ; and to preferve iif 
the hand$ of popiHi monks and friars 
the remains of an old ftable at Beth- 
kbem, where a chapel is built, and 

in 
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In which cm the authority of an tnetrmn 
otzl tradition they fuppofe Chrift was 
born I and alfo a fepulchre, which may^ 
but moft probably may not, be what 
they call it, his fepulchre : the exadi: 
fituations of both places, are at prefent as 

Ainknown> as that of Julius Cs^iax'^ urnu 

♦ . 

Why the princes of Chriftendom 
will fuffer their countries to be de£^ 
polled of fo much wealth, and permit 
it to be paid on this account, as a tri^ 
bute into the hands of the Turks, ia 
hardly conceivable j and why no an- 
gel has flown, or fwam, acrofs the fea 
with this fepulchre, or this manger, a 
with the houfe at Loretto, is yet a 

.greater wonder. Princes, it Ihould 
ieem, ftill permit this tribute to be 

paid to the Turks, becaufe they have 

thought it bed to leave this bufi- 

nefs as they found it i and xiot chu£- 
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ings to meddle with wbst Are 
teligious matters, fufFcr ?he ckvgy .to 

gp ftill on with the lame pr^ftices a$ 
pnevaikd in the times of the dark<ei^ 
igmraiicv, and the moft extmyagsfit 
fupeeflition. At prefent^ few or no pU^ 
grims of the Romilh peifuaQQa rii^Qii 
to thefe places of devotion. So that the 
inaft probable r^ons to be^iBgned 
&r the attachment of their dlergy t» 
^ poii^on of them ar^Q, that it occa<- 
&OfK^ much money to pafs thrg* their 
Jiafd^j and that it affords a n^ainte- 
jiance far ab(^ut an hundred and fixty 
idie monk$ and friai^ who are diftri^ 
-buced about that country^ 

■ 

In the conteft between the Greeks 
and Romanifts for the right of poflelT- 
ing the chapel at Bethkhem, and the 
^able, treafures have been expended 
tfy both parties, to the. great emolu- 

7 meat 
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mcnt of the Turks^ who take cafe^ 
from time to time, to ipirit up the 
di^te, giving fentence fometimes w 
j^vour of the one,- and ibmetime» of 
the other« Under Ragib Pafiia's go^ 
vcrnment, it was finally determined m 
£iVour of the Greekv &t an expcuce 
equivalent ac leai3( to laiOooL fter^ 

« 

The Holy Sepulchre has been, and- 
ftill is, as great an objeA of com^n^ 
tion between them, and a prodigious^ 
aimual expence to botl^. 

* 

- But what is worfe, the Turks know- 
ittg the riches and obftinacy of theft; 
""contending parties^ find numberidfi^ 
other pretences to pillage their wealthy 
The caravan for IV&cca pailes near Je-* 
rufalem. When it approaches that 

koly city, the Emir Hadge either enten 
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in -pcrfoii, or fends a meffage to d©». 
Hiand a loan from the Greek and Ro- 
suih convents or, perhaps, on fome 
pretence of right, to cxad. a fum of. 
money, 20, or 30,000 1. fterling from 
each party : they dare not refufe. If 
it be a loan, it is never repaid ; if on 
a. pretence of right* be it ever fo 
groundlefs, the fum is irrecover^ibly 
loft, and never heard of more. 

« 

- The Greeks behave with much pru- 
dence on.thefc occafions*, they ftiflc 
their complaints, bear the lois, and 
immediately repleniih the fund, that 
they may again be in a condition 
to combat the Pajhas and the Ro- 
manifts: they would even fell their* 
children rather than permit the latter 
to triumph over them. 

. • The 

* 
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charge it is to prote6t the Rpro.anil^^jj 
vrears out his very foul in fruitlefs ap- 
plication at th? Porte to recpver. the 
fum of which his convene h^; bem 
(tripped. With much di^Bcul.ty h? 
oUtain tiie Sultan's comfii^d i^ hi^ 
favour, that is, an order for rei<3[\\>,^r%- 
fncjit i but it f r^cures, him r^p moja.?^ \ 
and lyhat is more vexatious, 'he is 
frccjuently impofed on, by the mifcer 
pypfepfatipns aa4 downright falfities of 

ll^ele prkft? and monies ell^biiilie4 ^ 
^^eft^rie, who are coi^inu^Uy pefter: 
Ing him with flanderoiis accufations 
agaipll the Gr^eeks : he j$ officially 

fufierin|g if) his credit at the Turkili^ 
PQWtp hy the fpprii^Gatipns he is op: 
iiged pa|Jiyfly to jbear, when fhefe 
fajft}:ijes are dctefted ^ be is, neyerthe- 
jff$, reviled at ^Qipc hy the whok 
Vol. Ih L ' bedy 
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body of clergy, as a lukewarm Cfatif^ 
tian, and an unikilful politician^ 

The Greek fyftem of religious opi- 
nions and their mode of worfliip, is 
pretty generally known. They agre^ 
with the Romanii^s m the main pomts' 
of the dodtrine of the corporeal pre^^ 
ience,^ their veneration for faints, and 
the adoration they pay to the Virgiii 
Mary ; in their image-worfliip they 
diflfer : they honour paihtings, but al^ 
low of no fculpturc. The proceffion of 
the Holy Ghoft is another, and moft 
important [article of diiTenfion i they 
hold it is from the Father only. Andf^ 
they fcofF at the pope^s pretenfions to 
infallibility, and at his » claim to b^ 
Supreme head of the univerfal Chtiftiaii 
church. Their clergy give no previoi3s 
difpenfation for the omiillon of any re- 
ligious duty, but referve the abfolution 

vof 
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of.ftll trjmfgrcflions and fins, till after, 
they are committed* 

. Absurd and fuperftitious praAice$ 
abound among them, and frequent 
abufes happen, tbe natural concomi^ 
^nt$ of uninformed credulity, 'not pe- 
culiar . to the Greeks only : one of 
a lingular nature was carried on a few 
years ago, by a Calayeroy or monk, 
^e had fonifs years before been noted 
for lys irregular and profligate life, and 
had been in the gallies at Conftantino- 
ple^ On being releafed, he affe£le4 an 
extraordinary degree of fandity, and 
enthyiiaftic fits of devotion* If he did 
, not lay claim to the higher gifts of mi-* 
jraculous powers, he at leaft pretended 
to have cejeftial communications, and 
to be endowed with the peculiar grace 
of enfuring to ancient women, hap^ 
pinefs iu the world to coxne \ and to 

L 2 the 
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yoMg and middle-age^ Vonfftu^^ 
the happinefs of tHis worlds children^' 
Barrennefs is looked upon in Turkey as 
a curfe : women Mo be^r no 
^fe hardly treatedwlth c6ritmbh civility; 
the foV^reign ^6M zAd Mdur ifMeft- 
fore of every m&ried woman in ^iic 
country, is to be a godd %eeddn Tlwtf 
hope of becoming mofKci^, it -rniy of 
cburlb be imagined, led ^ihoafe *f lih. 
liappy femktes to the 'fkMr <Hft 
privileged difpenfer of pregnltticy. - 

iks ei^abiihiecl kunfeif at CaterTee; 
a viltage in Aiia, to Which you pafs by 
water in a few hours from Cohitanti^ 
nople; His emiilaries were diijperfed 
through all the neighbourhood, and 
wherever they went, fpread the fame 
of his fandtity and His marvellous 
gifts/ Devotees flocked to him: it was 

reckoned that eight thoufand women» 

of 



Digitized by Go(i'?l( 



t m t 

6£ difFerent ages, ran, In a fhort tim^'^ ^ 
to partJicipfltte <tf fuch deli^bfe grafcd^ 
Tke &mt was a1lo«ft ikk^ of a^inicl^te^ 
ige, And never failed to fend^way hifl^ 
feiriiale votaries perfciSfly edified* 

■ 

• ■ ♦ 

SoM£ men at length vifited him, an^ 
fcemingly approved his prbceedmgs; 
hot that they really believed 
his pretenfions to lanftity, • but b6* 
caufe they would not, by publiihing 
iheir fofpicions, caft the leail ihadow 
bf injury (in t^ie character of their 
Wbm'i^n. TThey wiliied the fterility o£ 
their wives rfittioM^feB, but they appttji 
hehdeclthfe'mtans might bt difagfte^Ble 
. to thcmfelves. The journey was pieia- 
■fant, the.paflage by water conveni- 
ent, and other adventures might CO- 
operate with the faint*s fpiritual en- 
deavours. Hints bf this were gi^eil 
to the Turks, who foon made this 

J im- 
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^poftar decamp.' was not heard^ 
q£ afterwards. He did.not, however, 
^uit hjis vocation empty-handed j 
j^f the conditions of approaching hin\ 
was the purchafe of a consecrated 
wax-taper, belides a free-gift ; in both 
]prhich articles, religioys zeal, and .the 
defire of becoming mothers, had ear 
^aged the good womei> to pay molt 
generoufly. 

. Thb Greek religion, I am, how^t 
tver, told, is better fupported, an4 
maintained with greater purity, on it$ 
primitive foundation in other coun- 
tries where it is prpfeft, undifturbed 

m 

by Mahommedans or Romanics. Nor 
would I be thought to mean, that 
there are no felf-denying Metropoli-* 
tans, and other honeft men, even 
piongft thofe in Turkey. 

' FINIS. 
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